Croll, Regent & Dand

Croll School wasn’t in the village. It was
over three kilometres away, where it had
been for many years before the village was
started.

Regent

Of the many small railway villages that
came and went, Regent’s just might be the
only one that was named by mistake. The
CPR bought the original homestead of John
Riley for the town they were creating and
proposed that Riley would be the name.
Someone along the way made a mistake
and Regent was the name used. As Riley
was long gone, the locals appeared quite
OK with that.

Soon a large store, Post Office, Imperial Oll
Dealership, hardware store, blacksmith
shop/garage, poolroom, and barber shop
were open for business.

A Presbyterian congregation used the
school for services and built a Manse for
the Minister. Later, in 1957 a United Church
was built in the village.

West Hall / Hathaway

Back in 1912, it was important for farmers
that they have an elevator nearby. Many
were still using horse-drawn wagons to
deliver grain and each trip took up valuable
time. The railway and elevator companies
tried to provide the service every 6 — 8
kilometres. There was no real need for
towns at every stop. Places like Hathaway,
in between the village of Regent and Dand,
just had one elevator and used an old
railway car as a station.

Dand

The station at Dand was at first known as
“Landmark” before it was renamed to
honour the Dand family’s role in getting the
railway to come through the region.

Thomas Dand found hauling grain to the
distant rail line was quite a job, often made
worse by blizzards in winter and heat and
mosquitoes in summer.

He asked his friends from his former
employer, the CPR, to build a railway line
that would connect Lauder with Boissevain
and the CPR agreed. They were having
trouble deciding exactly where to place the
route so Mr. Dand, who had experience
with railways, walked a line from Lauder to
Boissevain and the CPR followed his path.



