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FORE™TORD

Haopy is the land tkhat has no history?,. said a great
politician. Argyle has been hanpy indeed. It kas no history
in the spectacular sense. Yo wars have started over this
nlece of land, no Indian-+hite massacres have reddened our

hills, no floods or famines have focused the eves of the world
on our quiet little communities.

But it -jould be a sreat mistake to think that history,

to be interesting,must be spectacular.

“hile this little book is an attempt to record names and
dates and settlements, these facts can be found in many other
sources. Lence, it is much more an attempt to capture.the lost
romance and colour of the picneer life,not in the spectacular
events, but in a record of the daily drama of their lives--
their triumpis and their failures, and the dignity and quiet
courage with which they went about their daily tasks,

We apologize for the errors and ommissons vou will find,
There may be many and they can sceur easilvwhen a rather in-
expert group, working after school and in spare time, under-
take a project of this size. However lacking in accufacy and
detail we have been, we have not lacked enthusiasm and interest
and a new respect for our oldergeneration,
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THE BeGInkllGs UF ARGYLE MUNICIPALITY

In the beginning, God made heaven and earth, Then
he threw in the Canadian Prairies, which were a little less
than heaven but a good deal more than just plain earth. He
then had to create a breed of people who were hardy enough
Lo subdue this hard and.beautifui land. So into a handful
of dust he breathed not only His spirit, but alsc a few
qualities necessary to anyone who would be a pioneer -
a sturdy courage, a crass disregard for comfort, a liberal
sense of humour, the ambition of a congueror, and dreams
that bordered on impudence, In tribute to these colorful,
courageous people, our little book is written.

Probably the first white men to look upon the brooding
loveliness of this country were North West Company traders
at Pine Fort on the Assiniboine. This old fort was es-
tablished in 1785 as headquarters for the Mandan Indian
trade and was about twenty-two miles north of the present
village of Baldur, Hence, we know Argyle was certainly
the scene of some of this early trade. The area was visited
by the great explorer David Thompson in 1798 and was first
surveyed in 1872, and the municipality became known as
Argyle, after the Marquis of Lorne, (afterward Duke of
Argylej, who was Canada's Governor-General at the time,

The original area of Argyle was much larger than
now, embracing the entire Municipality of Strathcona,
as well as the present area of Argyle, Up to the year
1879, the Municipality of Argyle was a wilderness of bluffs
and prairie grass where wild life roamed at will., In that
year, John Wilson crossed the Pembina River and pitched
his tent on what is now known as Marringhurst.

In the same year William Stark, Jehn Bell, John
Harrower and others settled in the Roseberry district.
Another influx of settlers, the Playfairs, Cramers and o
others, took possession of a settlement named Otenaw. I¢
was in that year, too, that Arason and Johnson hoisted the
the Union Jack in the name of the Icelanders in the picture=
book-~land north of the Tiger Hills,

The Canadian pioneer appeared on the scene, and the

curtain was raised on the first act of an old fascinating
drama.

This little history will attempt to recreate the
development of some of these settlements,
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OTENAW

Before the coming of the Northern Pacific and Manitoba
Railwav to this district in 1589, settlement from Drvy
River to Grund was called Otenaw.

This area was chosen as a likelv site for settlement,
and into it first came the Cramer Brothers, who homesteaded
the present Walter Paddock ferm, Sam Dowdell and A. W.
Playfair. Katie Wilkelmina Plavfair was the first white
child born here. Following these ceme McKillop, Mc Manus,
Alguire, Rider, Renkin, James Wilson, McKnight, W.0. Wilson
and Charles Morse.

This area was called Otenaw which in Indian means
fencampment.” It was named by Sam Dowdell to commemorate
his first sight of the settlement which was occupied at
the time by an Indian band of about 30 people and 20
horses.

This sprawling Otenaw district gradually polarized
around two villages--Greenway in the eastern end of the
district, and the town of Baldur. The area of Otenaw
that became the Greenwav District was first settled by
Messrs. Lodge, Badinal, Lewis, W.0. Wilson, Charles Morse,
Sam Rowe, George Johnson and Harryv Goodman.

Shortly after the first influx of settlers in 1879
and 1880, the need for local goverment became obvicus.
Mr. AW, Playfair was commissioned to obtain a Municipal
charter and in 1881 became the first reeve. The election
of reeve and councillors took place in 1881, but they did
act in any official capacity until 1882, The first
counciliors were G.W. Cramer, James Graham, James McClellan
and J.F. Macey. To show the cosmopolitan character of
settlement in Argvle, the soon included Irish, Scotch,
Tcelandic, English and Canadian representatives.

Meetings{sometimes lasting for two davs) were held
in private homes until an office in the new town of Baldur
was built. While these men all knew the value of a good
Fair, there is a record of a meeting in which only the
reeve showed up, everyone else having gone to the Fair.

The first municipal clerk was William Stark, who
served from 1332-38 and is credited with having kept an
excellent record of the earlv davs. Some of these are
now lost. dJohn Harrower followed him and became almost
an institution, having served from 1839 to 1933.

By 1898 the municipality hed grown to 3,200 residents
with 800 resident farmers. The 1957 count shows only



Until 1906, all of Strathcona was also under the
name of Argyle. One c¢ld timer said the reason for split-
ting the Municipality was because of the liquor vote.
Whenever this licour option vote came up, the east half
voted dry, the west half went wet, so it was decided to
split the municipalitles each going their seperate sober
WAVS .,

The first school was called the Tiger Hills School,
built in 1883 on the MacDonald homestead. Mrs J. Chester,
who had to write to Onterio for a2 vermit to teach in Man-
itoba, was the first teacher. This school was rebuillt and
moved 4 miles west of Baldur.

To open a school there had to be ten school aged
children{5-16 years) 1living within a 20 square nile area.
For each teacher employed, the goverment gave a grant of
$130 per vear, the municipal council giving $240. In a
1897 Simpson School register, we find one teacher in
charge of 61 pupils teaching for 210 davs, at an annual
pay of $4,50. School costs in careteker and teacher salaries
in 1967 were $28,680 for one school.

Teachers were often hard %o find. One of the reasons
for the scarcitv might be found in the following list of
regulations posted by an elementary principal in 1872:

1. Rach teacher will bring a bucket of water and a
scuttle of coal for the davs session.

2. Teachers each day will fill lamps, clean chimmevys
an¢ trim wicks.

3. Men teachers mav take one evening each week for
courting purposes or twe svenings a week if thev go %o
church regularlv.

L., After ten hours in school, the teachers should
spend the remaining time reading the Bible or other good
books.

5, Women teachers who marry or engage in other un-
seemly conduct will be cdismissed.

6. Fvervy teacher should lay aside from each pay a
goodly sum of his earnings for his declining years, so
that he will not become & burden on society.

7. Anv teacher who smokes, uses ligour in anv form,
frequents pool or public halils, or gets shaved in a barber
shop, will give good reason to suspect his worth, intentions,
integrity and honestv.

8., Teachers who nreform their labours faithfullv and
writhout fault for five vears, will be given an increase
of 25 cents ver week in his pav if the Board of Education
approves.

Teachers had to contend with the added attraction of
pupil s who were alct more boisterous than thev are now.



One bov covered the ceiling over his head with a
canopy of spit balls. The teacher let the bov fire away
until he had made a good inconvenient mess. After davs
of patient chewing, aiming and shooting, the teacher stopped
him on his wayv out after four. He handed him a bucket
and a broom and with a hairv eve-browned stare pointed to
the ceiling and said *Get to it.”

Sticks or belts with pins on the end of them made
admirable weapons to use against the girls, especially
when thevy were primly sitting down at their desks.

Everv well brought up boy knew how to play hookev.
Bell towers and lofts were ideal spots to hide.

Kids were kids in thnse davs too, and they soon got
to know the phobias of the teacher. One lady teacher,
because of the war was scared, was deathly afraid that
Canada might be invaded by the Hunns. S0 one day some
of them hid in the loft, thev knew of her fear, and at
a pre-arranged signal began making unholy noises from
their hidden place. Another student who was in on the deal
came in screaming to the teacher, "The Germans are coming?
The Germans are coming.® The teacher, displaving none of
the professors traditional calm and dignitv tore out of the
school screaming for help. The kidrs considered the cday 2
great success.

Another teacher had a greest fear of communicable
diseases and if one in a family was sick, she urged all
the »nuplis in that familv to stav home. One little girl,
knowing the teachers fears, explained her absence in
reassuring tones, ¥I had to stay home vesterdav because mv
mother was sick. She had a baby but she told you not to
worrv--itt's not catching.

Farming in the Otenaw was considered excellent and
1t was ectimated that for $400-$500 capital a man could
begin home steading.

The following is a breakdown of expenses found in an
189¢ Baldur Gazette:

10 for entrv for 160 acres as homesteacd.
560-380 for a voke of oxen.
216426 for a breaking plow.
:3-$10 for harness for oxen,
k65470 for a new wagon ($20-$30 second hand) .
3250 for a new house.

$100 to pay expenses anc keep the familv for six
months.

%150 left over to put into stock.

Two fair grade cows $80, 3 yearling heifers $30,
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a good brood sow $15. If there is any monev left, the
purchase of 25 or 30 fowl will be no mistake.

One pioneer who came in 1382 and who had to borrow
the $20 to pav his homestead entrance could savy by 1899
that he had 2,000 acres of good land, assets of about
$35,000 and less than $7,000 to pav on debts. Here is
his advice to the homesteader:

1Shun debt as vou would Satan himself, take off vour
coat and do vour own work.¥®

According to August 1899 of the Baldur Gazette two
farmers in Otenaw who Yprosvered bevond their most san-
guine expectations® were A.77, Plavfair and G.7. Craner.
Here is a write-up of these two men:

"Thev came to Argvle when there were only 6L miles of
railroad in the proviince(imerson to St. Boniface). By
1898 Mr. Playfair had accuired 5 quarter sections of land
and farmed 430 acres. He had 100 head of cattle, good
farm buildings, stabling for 80 head of cattle and horses,
a fine residence, and a windmill to grind his own grain,
In addition, he was a dealer in purebred shorthorns and
Berkshires,*

G.W. Cramer was another outstanding farmer in the
district- "By 1398 he is the largest mixed far=er in
Argyle, his operations covering two sections, 800 of
which are broken, the balance in excellent pasture, He
ovms LO horses, 60 head of cattle, 50 pigs, excellent
buildings ancd a fine residence. He does a2ll of his owm
crushing and owns and overates a threshing machine.

Most of these pioneers came bv rail to Emerson bring-
ing their livestock with them. From Emerson, thev ox-
carted to their homesteads. Salt pork, bannock and wild
fruit was a large part of their diet while they were on
the trail. Some of the settlers came down through the
States and then up to Emerson,

G.W, Cramer built the first frame house in the district
with lumber thet had to be forded across the Assiniboine.

Suvplies were brought from Bmerson by oxen or horses,
the trip sometimes taking a week,

Grain was teemed in to Emerson in winter, by communitv
effort. Twentv teams would set out, each team breaking one
mile of road and then pulling off to the side to let the
next teem come forward 2nd break the next mile,



Marringhurst

In May 1877, a family of 5 white people crossad
the Pembina a mile east of Rock Lake, pitched a tent in
the wilderness and decided to stay. These sturdy
individuals were the Wilsorn family, John and his wife
{the first white woman in Argyle) and their chiidren--
Richerd, James, and Louilse and the district became
known as i\arﬁ“lnghursto

Arriving soon after them was John Montague, a land
agent who had first spcotted out land before any settlers
had come, and who now met the next bend of settlers
placing them on their homestards. These land agents
received a §5 commission for every quarter of land
they we:z abla to setivle. The band of wettlers John
Fentague met included Jac b and John Helson, Murdock
McGuarrie and their families and Jas Baird.

Lat=r arrivals were numercus, including David
Bentley, W. Clegg, W1 Cressard, J. Cwmings, the
Dunn Brotherz, Henry Elsey, Wim. Galloway, J. Grey,
Jas Greaves, &, Gibson, Alex and Dan McMillan, P.
Morden, J, Slanding, R. S. Thompson, Alex Mcw1111ams,
George Walker, Riv. Walton, J. Cruikshank, Wm. Webb,
Robinson Brothers, and Sansoms.

The settlers first concern was to bridge the
Pembina, which they did in the winter of 1879-1880.

The next great concern of the settlers wes to
build a schocvl. In 1882 thevy built a log huilding,
aft:r wm. Galloway (who owned the only team of horses)
was sent %o Baldur to make arrangements., The authoris-~
ation of this school district was one of Municipal
Councilis first officiel acts. James Butchard was
engapad as the first teachef of this schecl. The first
trustees were U. Bentley, W. Gallowey, and J. wWilson.

When a new sclicol was needed, Lhe present ocng was
built at a cost of S400 in 1892. The lumbsr for this
was float:d from Bird Tail Creek, into the Assiniboine
to Brandon to a sawmill, and brought from there to
Marringhurst.

It seems likelwy that llarringhurst got its name
from some ohscure offi~ial in the government. Thres s
settlements around here applied to have the name of
Rodk Lake for their school district. It is thorght
that the government solved the problem by arbitrarily
naming this district Marringhurst.

Although the school may have hegun with a lost
argument, it certainly has endurance to its crodit.
This school has oparetad continuously from 1892 to
1948, and from 1955 to 1667. It scems a great pity
that this charming little scheol with its rows of



well-initialled double dasks has to submit to the gleaming
a2fficiency of the 20th Century hut it will be closed this
year and its pupils transferred to Pilot Mound.

Farming in this district hed the usual mixture of bles-
sings and teers. The Barr fire of 1895 which swept so much
of this ares is remembered in Marringhurst too, and black
stumps from this fire were still visible as late as 1925.

Marringhurst old timers se=red to pursue their pleasures
as enthuciastically as their toil., Wednesday night prayer
mestings, choir préctise and a2 literary scecisty helped to
break their busy days. Ficnics at Rock Lake were pursued
with a vengeanca Judging from this 1376 "Partial Picnic
recipe for 40 perscns™, we can see that the plonesrs took
their food seriocucly:

ne joint ccld roast beef, one joint cold boiled beef,

two ribs of lamb, two shoulders of lamb, 4 roast fowls,

two roast ducks, 1 ham, two veal &nd ham pies, two beef
eek and kidney pies, six mecdium fish, six baskets of

SQLad four dozen »nlain pastry blﬁcults, twe dozen

che=secekes, three dozen plain biscuits, six lbs.

butter, three dozen quarts of ale, two dozen each of
ringar beer, soda water and lemonaae,"

while the menu wés probably different, I expect the
Mmarringhurst pioneers could do justice to a similar quantity.
A common practise was for each family teo bring their own
lunch basket and nool it together with all the others.



BALLYLUF?Y

Ballvduff is the original name of the district now known
as Bxcelsior. It began in 1880 with the arrival of Jim and
Joe Craig and their mother,(the first white woman in that
district), the three babington brothers, Een Gerolomy, Parker
Follis, William Tisdale, Sanmuel Rowe, Mir. Hammon, Mark
Sexemith and John Cairns. Some cof these names have already
appeared in other districts. It has been impossibie for us
to separate them accurately, as thay are often claimed in old
racords by twe districts.

lirs. Craig seers to have provided a home that wae the
hub of cormmunity activities. She was the chief nurse of the
settlement and the first religious services were held in her
home, conducted by John Cairns-:

After getting settled the pioneers' first concern was
to build a school and in 1883, liike Babington started Bally-
duff school in a log shanty on his hcmestead on 28-4-13.
This school operated until 1885, when it was dsclared unfit
hy the superintendant of Education. lNothing :launted, the
pioneers reorganized the school district, choosing the name
of Excelsior, built a new building which was ready for classes
by the surmmer of 1885, William Babington was its first teacher.

When the district of CGreenway wes started, the Ixcelsior
district reorganized, and another school was built in 1897,
on S.8. 21-4-13 at the cost of (620. This building, cne of
the oldest schools in southwest Manitoba, served the district
until consolidation in 1960, and wes hought and movad away
from its old =ite by Mr. E. Comber.

The early settlers usually found an abundance cf timber
for fuel and buildings. ihen a hcuse was about to be built,
a bee was often formad, and new settlers got a chance to
meet their neighbours. Many a life-long friendship started
this way.

The bottom of the house was built of cak logs, hewn by
hand with a broad awe. Sometimes these logs were drawn irom
the mill at Rock Lake,

It was inportant to have four good "cornmer men” whose
job would be to ‘'dove tail® the corners of the logs. This
was done in the following way:

Once the walls were up it would be plastered with clay
and lime and the interior would be whiteweshed. The roofs
were of sod, the first layer being of small limbs with sod
placed on shingle style. During heavy rains, the roof would
leak and articles hed to be covered to prevent damage. These
houses could he very cold and one old timer told me that
the braad dough hed to be wrapned as carefully as the baby
to keep it werm end rising., Yeast was mads from hops, picked
and driad in the summer. luch of the furniture was homemade
until the family could get better established. Three-legged
stools, poplar pole bads and straw matirsesses were common.
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The menu in the first winter was generally pretty un-
inspiring. Salt meat (usually perk, brought with them in
barrels) and bannock appeared with dismal regularity in
some houses. I read of one family whose first taste of

fresh meat in months was a roast from a bear which the
Indians had helped the men to shoot.

Here is a song which was #1 on the Hit Parade on the
prairies in the 1870's. I don't know whether it was ever
sung in this district, but I have no doubt the stout-
hearted Ballvduffers had many a ballad to match this.

“T'm looking rather seedy now while holding down my

claimn,

And my victuals are not always served the best,

And the mice play shyly round me as I nestle down to

rest
In my little old sod shanty in the west.

0, the hinges are of leather and the windows have no

glass,
While the boerd rcof lats the howling blizzard in

And I hear the hungry coyote as he slinks up thro'

the grass
Round the little old sod shanty on my claim., "
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CRAIGILEA

A record of 1884 settlement in Argyle Mu nicipality
has this te say about Craigilea:

"One of the best known pioneer settlements in Argyle
is Craigilea on 5-15 where the Smiths live, also the
Martins, Glasses, John (. Bell, J, Nicholson, the Fargeys,
J. Donoghy, J. Wanless; and further south Mr. F.w., Thring,
Then there is 4-15, where dwell the Cummings, Maxwells,
the Williamsons and close by the Mabons; a good many were
horse fanciers and contributed very considerably to their
improvement.™

In 1881, the land was "spotted™ for settlement. These
land spotters got $i,. for each gquarter they were able to
settle. The settlers walked to Deloraine to register their
claims,

By 1882 2 flourishing little settlement was established
by Charlie Martin, John Nicholson, C. Drummond Hay, George
Maw, Smith brothers, Yellowleas, and C. Andrews. Mr. Malcolm
Matheson was another early settlers . .

Mrs. S, Fargey was the first white woman settler, Roy
Schultz was the first white child to be bern in this district.

Settlers came in with ox teams and wagons. Supplies
were brought from Brandon, sometimes on foot, the trip
taking several days. Here is a description of the trail they
tock.

"It was a 60 mile trail, elong a high ridge of hills,
circling from the Donoghy place, around J.B. Matchett's hill
and along the ridgs to McDonalds.M S

The first store was built by Roger Brown in 1889 for the
Oxford Brothers, By 1891 a Post Office had been established
known as Craigilea, By 1899, Belmont boasted of having several
merchants, a bank, a hardware store, two implement agents,

a baker, lumber yard, butcher, blacksmith, tailor and a
NeWSPADPEer.

Craigilea became known as Belmont in henour of John O.
Bell who homesteaded the section (20-5-15) on which the town
now stands,

The following is an excerpt from an 1899 Baldur Cazette
describing the growth of Belmont. ‘

"On ths advent of the N.P. and Manitoba Railway into
this part of S. Manitoba, a number of towns were at once
started on the Morris~Brandon bhranch. ...the first to
erect buildings in the new burg were.Frank Burnett, financial
agent of Glenboro, and the Oxford Brothers, general merchants
.o sthese were soon followed by representatives of other lines
of business and the town enjoved grzat growth.,"



In 1889, the N.P. selected Belmont as the junction town
and the railway enlarged the station. For accomodation they
extended the yards to contain a coal dock, pumping station,
washout plant and round house. The company then employed 23
men, with a monthly pay roll of $1500.

Land advertisements were notorious for the extravagant
claims they made but here is a claim for Craigilea, that was
subste iated in years to come. .

This district ! : rneted for the superior quality of its
#1 hard and the prairie land to the north end the Craigilea
district south and east of Belmont take first rank among the
wheat producing districts of the provinces.”

Wheat grown in the Belmont area took first prize at an
exhibiticn in Winnipeg, beating cempetitors from every part
of Canada and tha United States.

But hard times played no favorites and came knocking
at Craigilea’s door with the same persistence as in cther
districts. Here is how these bitter times are described in
a 1929 issue of the Baldur Gazetie. Dy a latter-day Job who
had lived through it. Reading this eccount certainly creates
a new respact for our pioneers:

"The year 1888 was a prosperous season until the morning
of the 9th of August when the thermometer fell te 32 and -
lower in some places...the wheat was frozen and a second
frost came on August 16th...the crop was ruined. The frost
wasg very wide spread and the price of good wheat went up to
a dollar & bushel.

"The spring of 1889 was very eerly. Some cof the wheat
was seeded in Merch. A heavy snow storm in April and a
heavy rain in lay saved this crop from being a total failure
through drought. It rained very little duwring the summer,

"Hew land wheat yielded elaven bushels per acre and
stubble land about three bushels. I loaded all the cat sheaves

that grew on twentvy acres in four wagen hoxes., Many of the
rew on tweniy acres I1n Iour wagon hoxes, ar of 1

farmers didn't have cnough feed for their stock,

"The crop in 1890 was full of excellent promise on that
morning in August, but all thet was suddenly changed before
the day was ended. It came up one of the darkest clouds T
ever saw and in fifteen minutas one of the worst hail storms
that southern Manitoba ever had, swept the country all the
way from Deloraine to the Red River.

"In addition to the hail storm, the fall was one of the
worst in the whole history of farming operations in Arenle.
It continued wet from Cctober 6th until the 2nd of the month
«.offrain that had escaped was stacked but the ncrth east ride
of stacks were soaked from top tc bottom.

"The crop of 1891 was a very wonderful one...when the
frost came on the 23rd of August.



"The next thrae crops were light because of lack of
rain fall,..We got some hail in 1892 and prices wers very
low...wheat was about 45¢ a bushel.

"Farmers who met their obligations during those
seasons had to work and save in every possible way., Manv a
first-class farmer found himsalf in streitensd circumstances
through no fault cf his own. He worked hard and his wife
worked hard, and he often found himself unable tc meet his
obligetions at the end of the vear. If thev had rot bzen
pecple of courage and rasource, as wall as of faith and
energy, thev could not have persevered; but they did, and in
the end most of them won cut.

"Pioneer ingenuity and stubtorness saved the day and
these qualities came in hendy many a time after that tco,"

Prohibition, one 0ld timer told me, was no graat hard-
ship because those who liked a drink now simply hatched
their own brew in the basement. Occasionally the results
were disastrous. Here arce the recocllecticns of one Belmont
old timer on his basement-brewing days. It was told to us
with a “straight ~ faced twinkle':

TA neighbor of mine up at Baldur made real gocd beer
down in his cellar, I had a bottle of it and decided I'd
better get his recipe, so I did...I got the hops and the malt
#nd a big crock, and when it was ready I capped up the bottles
and let it sit for awhile. DNot long after that 2 neighbor
came along one dav and said he'd like to try some of my beer,
I brought a couple of bottles up from the cellar, The
firsF bottle I opened hit the ceiling...nearly tore the roof
off. "

Refusing to be beaten by a mere sxplosion, the friend
tool the cothar bottle and said, "I'11 get it this time,™
He put tha bottle close to his mouth, held his mouth opsn
in readiness and hopefully took off the bottle cap. He got
his mouthful of beer alright, but he blew out his false teaeth
in the process.

Frost, hail, fire and drought couldn’t conquer this
intrepid old timer but alas, this batch of beser did. He
finished his yarn with a wry grin and confessed, "we never
did get to drinlt that beer.,m
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THS CEHECETZRS

Some oi the Croiters who settled the northwest corner
of the old munici, :1ity of =» cyle were Scots bighlenders,
who originzlly homeste.fef in S-sk:tchew: . In 1888, szome

of These izmilies reloc:ted in L:ulEO}’ ;ﬂu zettlec the
zrez 4«16, 5-16, znd 6-16, zow krown =8 Hilton.

:n North Ylest Lend Comn-ay held 2 lot of
cown3i:iss. The Leminion Coverrnment meale a
me oi whiis 1zné hrek 2l zetuvlsd the odd
unese Lighl:znd seo:le.

The C:zn:di
iznd lﬂ thre:
dezl to Tt=ke s
sections wit

It hee heen vary difficuld to 7ind records of this
settlement or I:mily a:zmes of the setvlers. The nmes
MzcEenzie, M:cIntyre, iT=cClecd, Mcoermot >znd Gam:
besn mentione! zs5 heing :mong these Croiter —-icassrs. Ve
were lucty in being zble to talk to the sistsr of cne of
these Croiters :nd she Wiz -bHle to zive us :n -ccount of
nhe esrly exjeriences of the Cimsbell fzmily; her graond-

rente who h:d come from the Highl:ncs of beotl nd znd
lsnéed in wuehec., Here they rrovisionsf themselves with
necessgities such ¢ Flour :nd dried fish for wvhe srduous
jeurney 2y oxec:rt to the Repinz 21l2ins. Tais ordezl wes
of gever:zl months zund maay nllea. or much oi the tri:
there wss no we:zt to eat, the f:mily living m-inly on d:anock
znd Crie¢ fish znd wild Fruit when they could et it. Once

£
bufizle country wsg resched, “resh mezt wig :viil:zhle. fThe
CreZters weeen't too jroud to le:Lq irom the Indizns and
cometimes -%e remmic:n the Qs8¢ mondiisS.
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Oace settled, the Croiters seemed to aojust to saeir
new enviromments, -nf for : iew ys:rs their hard worl hrought
them 3 livinz.

or the men osut
=¥, - inpumen
1kia; tc one

-9,

3ut the work wsag
for the women Too, who L. &, whit
lox¢ oi drucl_.eries znf “adleuleb,

weomein whoge jr-nfmether h:¢ ox-c-I LJaerec te the
wrziries with Ler nine children. Such courszecus women
forscck the security of estshlisled Lomes cof Lrisnte a4
dzily errormed ¢ mountsin of clheres th-t Cean't exmist zny

The s;irit of these :ec:le mizht Hest “e understocd
2y the younger re:zfers if we lock =zt : few of ths tiings
ey 4id not h:zve,

Runoing woter wzs olentiful in the nesreszt river, dut
zcking th:st, the femily wsslh wes done with elbow s4Yec 86

ne garlence, There wsg ne eleectricitvy, no cornsr store

Tor czaned gocds, no fedLV—m;te clotres (no re:dy-male wool,
either), noc teleschonss to lessen the isolatien, no loctors,
vitzmins or 1a4cculstlons zor tue de:zlly {issases which
lurkel in wait, 1o r:ficg for lonely winter nizglts, 0o

) =



trzaguillizers te lessen your :zaxiety -2out Indi:ansg, cro
izilures :nfd fevers. Sut there wsg ~lenty of coursge and
& strong fzith thst Gol hel:s theose who hely themselves.

Fz8 hoememsde, znd The lye wes mszie ox
wzter in @ leach bzrrel. Hzxd -ghes m:zcde the
hest sozz. Yezst was u:zle from the ¢ried sods of Los vines
wiich the children were :ent cut to g:zther in the sunmer
(Reykéal's »1ill is still rememberel 2y the clé timers a8 zn
excellent :lzce to gsther noss). Some of this yesst was
czrefully czrried over zZrom week to week. Vinej:r wes m:ide
by first Ceveloping whet was Laown s "mother vineg =,

This wzs done by Roiling rein water znd then mdhlnc mglasses,
crushed reisins enld yesst. To wee: u-~ the su::ly, swestened
tez 2nd strained fruit juices were :z{ied

regsmsking was znother time-consuming. clore; szie
meoments were usel to wash 3al cirl shesns' wool, stin it
inte yern :=nd =olt 1t inte socks, steoeclkinis, mitts, scsrves
znd gwesters, Some 0ld timers we s.oke o still reredael
with en itceh the leng 2l:scl 3tochings everyone hid to we:

When sus:lies ran cut the pioneers usel their imzgin-
ations until ;IOVl&ionS zrrived, wWhen cowel-cill r:zg out,
Tezndles™ were made with £zt set in ¢ 8sucer with < it
of string cor rzg for - wick. (¥e he:yrd of ons ingenious
old %timer whe used whiskey in his lzm:s one Zizht to gzet
his rooms 1it).

rorridze wes tucuzht of as & luiury when iis only sub-
stitute was grounéd-u:z grain, 2oiled to z mush., "Coffeel
was made from ground-u; roazsted whest.

Mezt w=s 2 biz item on the menu, =nd & difficult omne %o
keer.s One ioneer lzdy told me hew her grazndmother had sut
dovwn huffslo meat. The -rocedure wsg retty much the szme
for zll mests. It wes first washed and cut into smeller
sieces znd cacked into home-mzde woolen harrels with 3z layer
of s21% in hetween esch lzyer ofi mest. BSaltpeire =nd some-
times ginger were zdded to this. ..iter this meet wss sezsoned,
it was hung =long the refters on strinzs. ~iter it hzd dried
out to a certﬂln cegree, 1t w-s vrassed aznd pzcked in ary
bzrrels. To smoke thlc mect the berk was .selected from
certain trees when the sz was running.

The Indisns and white gettlers didn't mix much, and the
whites were 2 little :zjs:rehensive of the Indizns. Cccasioneally,
an Indiszn would come to the house and 8k for tez or flour.

The settlers were relisved to zive them whst they coulld im
hozes they would leczve guietly. One story I heard digdn't
end so ha:>ily.

When the Crofters were homestesding in Saskstchewan,
cne of them had & 2Jeautiful little blonde zirl of zbout
three or four. The Indiens were fascinated with the chilé's
golden hair and on one of their moves through, they kid-
na>ced her. They were —ursued but the settlers were no metch



ror the swift-footed Indians. The little girl wes aever seen
agéllle  Mrg. MicGillviry, who was & little girl in thet
settlement, told us how hex mother oiten ssoke of this trazic
svent, tﬂchhlﬂb the Lor@ that it heé not has:ened to her
family°

The Crofters thrived by dint of hard work for z few
yezrs. Then one yezr 211 the crous froze. The next yesr
they were hurned out. There is still = Gzelic song in ex-
istence zhout these bitter times. In tuis song, & Grofter,
stznling with the blsckened wheat in his hsnd sings longingly
of the shores of Scotland.

In 1888 these stout-hearted eo:le zzve u: Their herd-
won little homestezds znd took lsud in ..rzyle. Even more
trialg swaiteld them here.

Here is hor their coming vas fesgerided in the memoirs
of on€é jioneer, Hr. Feter StLeﬁc:

"They msde & good staxt, dut they were most unfortunate
in the first yesrs of their . life on the lsnd. It was very
dry in 188%, there was hsil in 189C znd short croxs and
low prices ior grsin in '92, '93 and 194,

Other settlers zs well as the OTOibe"S found it @ifficult
22y their dedts. They stuck to their heldings, however,
¢ C€id their best. The Fregbyterisn minister sent them =z
ellc minister, Reverznd ¥... Gollan; he greztly chesred
he:

o
n
a

ir hearts and helped them bhesr their burdens.®

t
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While most icneers felt & homesickness for their faor
away nomelandés, the Highlanders sesmed to heve felt it very
keenly zné there zre many Scottish-Csnsdian folk-sonzs ex-
pressiang s polgineant longinzg for their own hills. This
stznza taken irom "The Lone Sheiling", csatures with
melencholy besuty, the Highlznder's longing for home, far
petter than =sny history book could:

T#rom the lone sheiling of the misty islend
Mountsing divide ns, znd the wizste of 'sszs—-
Yet still the blool is strong, the hes»t 1
=nd we in drezms Hehold the Henrides.™
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[UCK LakE

Rock Lake is one of a chain of lakes situated in the
Pembina Valley. It has an ancient and colorful history
that covers more than two centuries and various names,

It is thought that La Verendrye and his sons passed
very close to Rock Lake on their journey to the Mandans in
1738, In their report it was spoken of as Pike Lake which
seems an appropriate name for a lake still sbundant with
pike.

Irn 1785, Peter Pond named the lake Rib Lake and the
river Rib River. This name is Jidian in origin and is an
Bnglish transiation of the aboriginal name for the chain of
lekes, wvamely Pelican, Hock znd Swan lLakes, which curve
across the landscape of Southern Ilnanitoba like the flat rib
of a buffalo.

The name "Rock Lele'™ came from a letter written by
Father Belcourt who described it in his letter as "Lake of the
Rocks". The name became permanent in 1870 when the Dominion
land surveyors John and William Ctty and walter Beatty, placed
Rock Lake cn the Tovmship maps.

Rock Lake and the surrounding countryside providad food
and shelter for French and Indian explorers and Metis trappers
and traders. It provided wonderful camping grounds for
roving bands of Indians on their way to and from the states.
It elso made admirapnle hide-ocuts for the horsethizves that
plagued the district north of Rock Lake. These men had
trenches in the banks and woulc hole up thare in the day-
time, raiding at night. Roger Brown tells of these horse
thieves. Thew used tc stoal horses from the states and sell
them in Canada. CUne gang held up 2 train in North Dakota
and one¢ of the men was shot through the shoulder. They
made a get away to Reck Lake and wiaile they holad-up there
they went to his pasture, lascoed & heifer, killed it right
there and each carried off a quarter. to their hideout.

Thece men were later caught and shot,

Years before the Whitemen came, the lske was the home
of the liound Building Indiens. They used the north shcre
for their winter head quarters. Fourteen of their mounds still
dot the northern plains above the lake and they are anong
the cldest known works of man on The prairies. These mcunds
have boen studied, the most recent being in 1966. Recent
reseerch indicates the Incdians were here over 2,000 years
ago, perhaps longer,

During the 20th Century, Rock Lake has heccme a vary
popular vocation spot. Lir. Cavers had a spot st the cest end
of the lake and ran a thriving resort for many years. MNr.
Joe Morrison had his plece about a mile west of this on the
north shore. In 1912 he =o0ld out to James Avery. Mr. Levi
O'dell has a business about a mile west of this again. In
between, the United Church Camp operates a very succassful
summer school for young people. There is also 2 resort on the
south shore at the west end, There are also many private cabins.



THE TLeLANDERS

After a great deal of reading and poking about dusty
old corners for information and highlights on the Ice~ -
landic settlement we found an excellent article with very
complete information in the 1940 Historical Issue of the
Baldur Gazette., Lkuch of the following material is taken
from thare,

The Icelanders were the largest group of people who
came from ecross ths Atlantic settled in 6-13 and 6-14, what
is now known as the Crund and Bru districts. The founding
and settling of this lend was mainly the work of the pionser
cigurdur Christopherson, a membar of the Icelandic dele-
gation who ceme to Manitcba in 1874 to selzct 2 suitable
location for th2 Icelandic colony, first in New Icelend
(Cimli), then in Argyle in 1880,  He nemed the country
Grund (p1a1ne) ¢nd Bru (bridge).

On account of floods at Cimli in 1878-79 and 1880
farmers had to drlve their stock to other districts to be
fed during winte Tn July 1280 Christien Johnson and
Eigurdur Christopherson sat out to lock for greener fields,
Their friend Everett Parscnage who had lived in New Iceland,
wrote them of a promising land in southern Manitoba. These
two men travellad by row boat to Winnipeg end by steam boet
to Nelsonville where tho clbsest land office was. From
there they walked to Pilot Mound 2nd efter three days!
journey, they got to the home of their friend Everett
Parsonage.

Venturing north, these three men followed Cak Creeck
to whet is now Bru. . There a tent, pitched by messieurs
Parry and Esplin, indiceted a little life. From there
they travelled west to 12-6-14, and camped. DMr. Psrsonzge
rode his pony south te the hill (west from where the
Lutheran thurch is now), turned around and galloped his
horse back and told his comrades he hed found paradise.
Four or five sections were selected immediately. They. re-

$urned to Nelsonville to file claim. Mr. Christopherson
filed on S.\W. 12-6~14. On September 25, 1880, Skafti
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family, G. Nordman and ulgurdur Chrlstoohorson left Gimli
for their new homestaeads.

Cabins built on their oxen-drazwn sleighs brought these
sturdy Vikings over the frozen prairie sea of snow and after
two wecks of trevelling in very cold and stormy weathsr,
they reached their promised land. They camped close to
Christopherson's haystack until the weather turned milder
and then their building began., Later thet spring the set-
tlement grew to eight femilies with the arrival of Mrs.

Christopherson and children, Mr. and Mrs. Hearn, Mr. Halldor

Arnason, Mr,., Thorstein Johnson and Mr. B. Josephson. By

1881 tnese families had land ready for a crop, homas and stablzs

bvilt and plenty of hay. In 1883, many Icelanders came
directly from Iceland with prectically nothing but courage
and a vision of a bstter 1ife in Canada,



There is a ssying that if en Icelander has nothing :]se
in his house, he will still have 2 row of books., The saying
seems true for these settlars. 01d school racords of the
Hecla district show that it was built in 1484 and hv 1889
was kept open ten months of the year, with an enrollment of
120 pupils. The huge enrollment is accounted for by the
fact thet the adults attended it too whensver thay could.
The pupils sat three abroast in desks, on the dcor step,
and even on the woodpile with their readers, Mot surpris-
ingly, this settlement producsed & number of people who went
on to & hirher education.

Religion played a vital part in the community. One
congregetion embracing all. the Icelenders wee first organ-
1zed on New Year's Day 1884, at the home of Bjorn Sigveldason,
but the size of the community suggests they would be served
better by two churches, They ealled their congregetion:
Frikirkju Congregation, indiceting by the name their non-
attachment to eny state church, By fall, Reverand Jon
Bjarnason of Winnipeg became their pastor to serve them 1/8
of the yerr and receive 1/8 of his salary of $1000. After
little morc than a year the west community broke from the -
gastern portion end orponized their own community at Hecla,
The new community wes named Frelsis, meaning absolute
indzpandence, o ; !

=»Ven though the pioneers took religion gericusly, they
wers also fun-loving, Her: is a description of thair first
picnic at Jones' Take in 1884

"Baldwin Benedickson enterteined oum stilts. Siguvrjon
Snydal shone in the ox rece and talk about swinging ths
ladies with thuir hoop shirts and nezk-a~boo hets...
Albert Cramer shone there in o brand new wegon, Bjorn
Anderson remembers escorting his "watcer-loo™ home hand in
hand and sayving it with flowzrs.M :

Bicycle races were 211 the rage., (ne Sunday et Grund,
125 bicycles were counted,

Knitting seems to have been o sport ~g well as a chore,
At baldwin Benedickson!s wedding, o mitt, psrtly knittad,
wes found lving around. Picked up ~nd knitted spasmodically
by Kris Johnson, Eyolver Snydal, Joe Sigurdson end- Joel
Cobb, it was 2 fuct long before the party was ovaer.

Another well-known man of th: district wes cigurdur
Antonius who won $50. in the Marathon Race in Winnipeg for
132 miles in 24 hours in hard leather bcots.

In 1285 the Red River Rebellion put e nots of appre-
hension inte th: community and th: pione:rs kept thair shot
Funs loadsd and tha:ir axes sherpened, reedy for trouble,
but the community flourished, the reilwey came to Holland,
business boomed and Icelandic ponies and shecp 2ven spreerad
on the scens.



The settlers soon gained the respect of tha other
naticnalities and this is what is written about them
in the memoires of Peter Strang:

"They were a first class group of pionsers; they were
verile, econemical, moral, religious and great friends of
temperance. They were anxious to get a good education and
acquired the English language rapidly. DMeny of them
bacame first class farmers.™

AGRICULTURAL  IMPLEMENTS
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TBE CLiRK SETTLEMENT

In the year 1880, the Clark family, John Clark, Bill,
John dr., Joe and Herry settled on 14-4-14. By 1881 several
families had come to the district, there being Herry Yewin,
James Grehan, Andrew Cowy, William Price, Gzorge Bannerman
and Tom Leslic., Ww.J. Port:sr and Robert Johnson came in
1882, After that settloment was rapid.

W.J. Portor scems te have bzen anxious to form & school
district, In 1882, after nsgotiating with William Clark for
the construction of a school and aft:r taking the necessary
petition around, he finally got his wish; a new school was
built and was nam:d Rosehill after Mr. Porter's farm. The
Clark Settlement graduallv became known by this name.

The first Sunday School was held in th: summ:r of 1885
at the home of Peter Strang. Her: is how it was described
in Feter Strang's autobiography:

"Ly wife brought &n organ with her from Onterioc and
we started a Sunday School, We had about two dozen purils
from the surrounding homes. Many of thum had n3aver been to
Sunday School before..., The pupils often remeined after the
school hour to practise hymns for the following Sunday.
They greatly enjoyed this... Reverand John Cairns was our
nissionary, with head-guarters at Glenora. He and his
family lived in a log mansc two miles north of Rock Lake.
He hed six preaching places which he supplies fortnightly,
all six services being conducted in private homes for thoe
first two or three sumnmers.™

The post office was known as Moropano in preference
to Rosehill bicause there was another Rosehill in existence.
(There is an error in the picture pages naming Moropano as
an early name for Glenora Post Office). Latar when mail
gervice began in Baldur, Moropano Post Office was moved
to Leake Louise with John Cummings as Post Mester.

Rosehill seems to have rewerded its sett
Here is an account of one homesteader's first

"o built a fine house and put vp stabling that summer,
and before winter set in, we were well preperaed with buildings
and feed for the stock and had done enoush of breaking
and back-setting during th: summer to b: able to look fora-
ward with high hopes to a fine crop in 1885. Therc was
an abundance of firawood within 2 few miles... a load of
which could be gotten anytime within half a day. We
succeeded in gatting abundance of good water at a depth
of 13 feet,®

Three farmers who gainsd the admiration of their f=llows
were given the following tributes in a2 Baldur Gazette of

189G:



"Mr, W.J, Porter, located six miles southwest of
Balddur, comrencesd operations in 1882, without any capital.
By industry, hard work and natural ahbility, he has acquired
400 acres of land, over 200 of which he crops to wheat alone
to say nothing of coarse grains. He has good farm buildings,
a full wguipage of machinery and a large numb:r of cattle
and horscs,”

Mr. Jamzs Strang, whose famn lics 3 miles south of
Baldur heés been fariming in this country for nine years and
says he has found ths businsss profitable, He farms a Ralf
saction, cropring 110 acrss to wheat. He also dsals in
purzkred Durhan cattle.n

Another outstanding farmer wes r. Charles Harmilton:

"The farm of pkr. Charles Hamilton, situated about
six and one half miles southwest of Beldur contains one
section of first cless land of which 450 acres are now under
cultivation, with a hay marsh of 50 acres. The buildings
are all modern and well-fitted, the house contains eleven
rooms, beside bathroom, halls, etc. The barn is 100fx66!
with a loft holding 75 tons or more of feed, It is sur-
mounted by & 16 foot stecl zeromotor, {windmill) which has
proved a very powerful and useful machine, end which besides
doing all the crushing for the neighborhood, drives a large
cutting box, a circulesr saw, grind stens end & pumping
jaeck which pumps all the water for the stock into e 45
barrel tank and from this the water is led into troupghs
running &t the head of the stock.s A finer farm than this
would ba difficult to find in eny part of Manitoba.

FAR™N ToolLs
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ROSEFERRY

In 1881 tha pioncers of this district ox-carted out
from Emerson and settled what is now generelly considered
to b2 thae Neelin district. William Stark from Scotland,
H.N., Cooper and family and John Sexsmith and family from

Carman, John and Joseph Neelin and families from hlnnlpbg,
and Alex Kelso from the fast, were the first settlers.

Cthar very 2arly settlers ware John Harrower, Curmings,
Sommervilles, Kastons, Brimners, Andraw and Walter Mabon,
Wait brothars and H. Woods.

The first house built was by Lr, William Stark on
6-4-14 and the first church-sservicaes were h:1d there until
they transferrsd to the Toseberry school in 1899 and later
to Neelin. 014 timers took their religion seriously and
one old pioneer, Harryv Cooper, is still remembored for his
weekly Sunday pilgramage to church at Neelin, prayer book
and Bible in hand, helping himself along the road with his
walking stick.

Mr. Sterk was one of the most prominent pioneers of
the area. He became the first secratary-treasurer of the
municipality and is credited with having kept a meticulous
set of minutes and notes, many of which are now lost. He
was alsc the first machine agent., He 1s still remembesred
for his hatred of cutting stove wood, He solved ths problem
with typical pionecr ingenuityv. He would bring a big log
into the house, put it partly in tha fire and keep pushing
it into the stove as it burned.

Another of Neelin's colourful pioncsers was John
Cumulngs who was enginezr on the first steamer boat to go
from Winnipeg to Brandon in 1879. Besides being an carly
postmastzr at Moropano after it movad to I.ake Louise from
Rosehill, he raised cattle extensively and farmed.

The first school was built in 1886 and was named

Roseberry. Like all careful parsnts sverywhare, the

preople of Rossherry were anxious that their ohﬂdrmn gat A
conventional education. They dismissed one of their tﬂachurs,
fearing for his sanity when he taught th: children reading

by sound.

when thes Hoscberry school moved to Beelin in 1907 some
voungsters in the district now found themselves too far
away to go by horse casily to either leelin or Roschill, so
after much debate and a little bit of shouting, a new district
was formed in 1912 and called Connaught. The land for this
school was given by John Cooper.

South of the old Roseberry school, lir. Neelin had a
grocery store end Post Office. The actuel town of Neeslin
was begun in 1906 and got its name from Joseph Neelin on
whose land part of the ftown was situeted.



Roseberry toc had its share of triumphs and tragadies.
The 1893 prairie fire swept through th: district and was
not chacked till it reached J. Brinkworth's. It left &
trail of devestation--trezes, logs for buildings, geme and
stock were destroyved. It burnad th: Cowie end Watson Grist
Mill whkich was never replaced.

For medical attention these settlesrs relied on Dr,
Davidson at Cartwright or Dr. Riddell of Crystel City, but
mostly, here as elsewhere, they had to rely con the simple

ﬁddle the pioneer women had leerned from their mothers,
Lno of the most necessary housghold remadizs in scme homas
vas skunk oil. One old timer e infterviewk3 still has some
12 Ri» house and testifies te its efficiency. It was .used -
for arthritis and rheumetism or to rub on sprains and stralnfa
muscles, While it was a cheap and handy remady, it must have
taken a lot of will power to make. It was prepared by skinning
and drawing a skunk and roasting it slowly in the oven. The
fat from this was poured off and stored for future use.

Another popular remedy was tea made from wild herbs or
bark gathersd in ths woods This tea wes used fer stomach
upsets and the flu. A "Balm of Gilead" was made from the
buds of lzaves of the Black Ponlar. These wer: cooksd and
made into an ointment to apply on cuts and sores,

In spite of all their hard won remedies, terrible
sickness took its toll. In the November 1900 Baldur Gazettes,
the first ominous signs of a dresaded illness are reportad:

" A numbar of our Rosgberry residents arc down with fever,™

within a few weeks it was being spoken of opsnly es typhoid.
The following touching stories appeared in two separate
columns of the Gazette and give us an idea of how close death
lurked in the pioneer community.

"There passed away on Thursday last, of Typheoid Faver
Mrs. Sexsmith, the aped wife of one of the oldest residents
of the district, hr. J.I. Sexsmith of Roseberry. The de-
ceased lady was nursing her grandaughter when tha fell dissase
took her. Her great ?EL of 80 vears and feable frame made
the attack fatel and aftar an illnass of four weaks she

passed peacefully to rest."

"Mrs., Harry Cooper, the late Mrs. Sexsmith's daughter
has bz2en very 111 with tynh01d. Her condition, though
precarious is not without hopb-n(lat*r)——TuLsaav night we
learned with feelings of profound sorrow of the death of Mrs,
Cooper which sad event took place at 1 o'clock of that day."

By the next week, many families were r:portad stricken,
sometimes with saveral members in one family all down.

But grim times eventually psssed and the old timirs
had thz courage to cast off their gloom and forget their
troubles for a while. The followitg is an account by Mr,



Peter Strang of a picnic held at the Neelin's place:

“"The picnic at Neelin's on July 1 drew an immense crowd,
many travelling by horseback to get to it. The big cvent
of the day was a ten mile foot race between F. Stivens
and 2 half-breed, Norbert Dakota. There was a big dinner,
a fow horse races and jumping contests, sc &s to get in the
day pleasantly. The chief advantage of these gatherings
was that it “2ve both young and old an opportunity to get
together and form friendships.”
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GLENORA

The names of some of the families settling here might
more properly belong in other districts. oSince much of
our information for this district comes from sources that
make no distinction between the Glenora and Marringhurst
districts, our Job has been difficult. We shall apologize
in advance for any errors or omissions you may find,

This part of the country north of Rock Lake
the Glenora and Marringhurst plains.lt was first settled

in 1879,Noble and George Lawerence being among the
garliest pioneers.Others included Gerry and Randall
Williams,Mike Little, Blackford, Jas fl1llchuir,Jas. Walsh
and family,John Flanningan and Jas. Cavars,

The name Glenora, to me conjured up romantic visions.
Perhaps the district was named Glenora to commerate the love
of twe voung ploneers named Glen and Lenora. BRut Glenora
seems to have taken its name from a flour bag entitled
iGlenora Patent®, a product of the Ogilvie Milling Company.
When Blein and¢ Reid built a flour mill in 1882 north of
Rock Lake theyv named it Glenora as a compliment o the
Ogilvie brothers, who owned about 3 sections of land close
bv. In 1983 the name was given to the Post Office, in
1892 to the newly built school and finallv in 1904 to the
rallway station,

A sawmill was started in 1890 by YWalsh and Sons of
HMontreal. From this mill the early settlers obtained
lumber for floors and roofing. he floore were made of
oak logs hevm by hend with a broad axe. The Walsh Brothers
had 5 oxen with which thev drew logs from hoth ends of
the lake as well as from their own lands near the mill.

William Porter and George McKnight were two of the
first workers at this mill, Mr. Poter working as cord-
wood cutter and as manager. Both mills burnt in 1885,

The Preston Brothers and Herman Davis opened the
first Lime Kiln at the west end of Rock Lake. It was
here that the pioneers purchased the lime to plaster
and whiten their loghouses.

Homesteading was the same grindiang adventure here
a8 in the other settlements. Some men came, lured out
bv extravagsant land agent claims on the guick returns and
excellent climate of Manitoba ferms. The following
excerpts are an example(taken from the Baldur Gazette,
a land advertisement in 1899)

iThe bright, clesr cold of the ordirarv winter day
in Manitoba is mest enjovable. "fith little or no thawing,
an¢ no sea of great freshweter lakes to supplv damnness,
the air is crisv and drv and where in England, or on the
sea coast, with a few degrees of frost, the air is chill
and raw, manv more degrees of cold in the Canacian north
west is only enjovable and stimulating.®



M, ..water on the low grounc 2 foot deep in the morning
is gone in the evening.?

1To the nlodding, labouring, waiting husbandman of
England or Scotland it seems so unreal as to be incredible
that 4 or at the most 5 short months should vield for an
area of 1% million acres, some 3 million bushels of wheat
and as much more of other grains.?

0n and up to the end of November, farmers all over
the province are plowing end harrowing their land.?

Wild fowl is vlentiful and flocks of grev geese
still feed in this district.¥

lere is a first hand account from one old timer,
Roger Brown, who landed in Passadena(northwest of Glenora)
in 1889 with nothing more in hancé than 50¢ and hope.
"I thought I'd buy this farm; you know, get rich
guick. The o0ld country ads showed pictures of golden
rain, stacks on a farm vou could get for the price of
10--just think whet a farm like that would be worth in
Yorkshirci®
"I left England with 5 lbs., 2 shillings. I spent 5
lbs. for the tickets and by the time I got to Pilot
Mound I had about 50¢ in my pocket. I worked as a hired
hand for a vear, for my board--there was no noney, not
even to buv a stemp to write home and tell my folks where
I was or to get & passage home. There were no crops in
'38, a dry vear, and no one had money, sometimes not
enough to eat. The govermen® shipped in corn for cattle
and sometimes the people ate it too. The cattle could
not thrive on the corn and some of the horses sickened
and died. Anv wheat that grew was to black to use for
flour.®
iTn late 1889 mv brother({Alex Brown) and I worked
on the railroad being put through to Baldur. We were
living in a shipn-lap house with the moon shining through
the cracks, no windows, no well, getting a dollar a day
and payving a doilar fifty for board. We decided we'd
better get out. It was New Years' davy and bitter cold.
We packed up evervithing we had and started to walk down
to Alex's homestead. There was no trail so we waiked
over the snowbanks. We arrived sometime during the night
and made a bonefire and started to build. We pulled out
logs on a rope thrown over our shoulders and worked all
night. To eat we had & box of soda biscuts and some
cheese. We worked till morning and all the next day and
got 1t up by that night. The bonefire was in the center
for heat and light. We took turns warming up and resting
by the fire. We cut poles for a roof and went to the
slough to get foxtails to put on it, then dug a hole for
dirt to throiw cn top.”
"We had no furniture but Alex krnew of a stove in Dry
River in a pasture so he went in the morning and returned



that night with a bunch of iron on his back. He returned
the next day Tfor the rest but there was only one leg to it,
so we used posts for the other three. We stoked the stove
to cook a rabbit but first we had to go and shoot the
rabbit., If there was no rabbit, there was no supper. By
the time we got back the stove had fallen down and the
shanty was on fire. We put the fire out with snow but

now we had no light. I was 18 at the time; my brother

was 2 years older,"

As if this homesteading adventure wasn't enough,
this incurably hopeful old timer soon set out to build
his own homestead. t was a far cryv from the Eldorado
pictured by the land agents in England. He got a home-
stead that "even the gophers couldn‘t live off.™

He got a yoke of oxen for about $125. Then he cut
wood in return for a pliow. Here is how he tells it:

"T couldn't bread much, the plow wasn't much good
and I had to work out to get money.

T had no place to live so I dug a hole in the bank
on the side of a hill, put some poles up and some straw
in it. One night it started to rain and the thing filled
up with water... I lived in this hole until I got settled.”

That was the beginning. Bventually this farm boasted
a good house, barn and granery when everything but the
wire on the fences was wiped out in a prairie fire.

While this pioneer was very hard up he seemed to
accept his poverty with good humour, on the grounds that
everyone else was in the same boat.

An acquaintance of his, John Asling, came over to
his place one warm winter day. All he had for his feet
was a pair of high boots with the toes out. The water
was running out of his boots but he had no money to buy
a new pair until he sold his oxen. He took his boots off;
wrung out his socks and put them by the fire to dry. When
they were dry he tock a sock carefully turned up the toe,
and put it on. Then he took the other sock and put it on
the same foot. VWhen adksd for an explanation, he said
his feet had to take Turns being warm.

It would be nice to be able to report that this
nardy fellow eventually prospered but he ended his days
tragically. He went south of Cartwright once to buy a
yoke of oxen. On his way there, he spent a couple of
days in the house of John Burns. As the men and Mrs.
Burne Sr. were sitting down to tea, a strange man rode
up, tied up his horse, came in, and pulled a gun, shouting:

"Your money or your lifel'

John ran up the stairs. The stranger aimed his gun and
shot him in the back. John fell down the stairs dead.
The explosion put out the light. The stranger then turned
his gun on Burns and left, mounted his grey horse and
headed in the dircction of the States. He wes never seen
again. The dcad man still had $170. in his pocket. The



farmer who witnessed it summoned help but could make ns
identification of the murderer. The police worked on the
case for many years. There have been rumors that some-
one eventually confessed to the crime but these have
never bezen substantiated.
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LrY RIVER
Mrs, Alec Graham

Dry River district is about ten miles north-west of
Pilot Mound as the crow flies and approximately four miles
southwest of Mariapol s. It is bounded on the east by the
Pembina river. The Pembina derives its neme from a French
word Ypembina' meaning the native cranberry. The old school
district ran as far north as towaship 4 for a short way and
av its beginning it stretched west to the west side of the
township. On the south the boundary is again the township
live Later on when Excelsior and Zephyr schocl districts
ware crganizea land was taken away from the west side of the
district.

This district was not ssttled quite as early as the
land to the south snd east of it owing to the fact that the
Pembina river had to be crossed. t one point there was a
ford in the river and at that place the Diedrick bridge was
built, now known as the Goff brldge Later on when the
Ial rplay Creamery was bullt the Creamery bridge was built.

The district was surveved in 1872. At that time it
was comvrised of some prairie but a great deal of it was
cush. Thie land, when cieared, was proven to be very rich.

Tiie first settlers had to make their way from Emerson

bj hor:s; cxen, or foote It wes a distance of 100 miles.,
In 1632 the railwaey came as far as Manitou and in 1885 to
Filot Mound.

Ag the summer Ircsts discppeared the farmers went into
"ra‘n farming. WheaZ. barie and oats wera the main crops.

7 River district once held the

T
ihe Dry River district was
tarley in tanitohs and the

=
7, :
nown to pgrow:. the finest malting
r

S

sorld's record for Sho la gest yield of spring wheat per
acre.
Yrom 1281 cu, the Tollowing settlers came:
A. MchAuley, Tom Fry, A. MacQuarrie, William Apperly,
W. Davis. Tke Veali: g, W, Wards man, Willdam Poblnsor',
'D

L. Bentlv, A. Eonna
W. Uresssrd. Joan B
George St ena%t Janm

J. Flaqnagan Joe Saunders,
son, T.A. Andzrson, W. Craik,
and W, Baird, and W, Tisdale.

[ e .':>~

n (4] “u

Dry River school district was organized in 188 with
D. Bently, Alox Mcluarrie, and L:ll:am Robinson as trustees
and Miss Thring, of Belmont the tzacher. Schocl was held
in i. Robinson's home until the next year, when the present
school was built., The Post Office was opened in 1884 in the
home of George Stewart, then moved to A, Easons,
In 1903 it was teken over by Wwilliam Craik followed by S.
Robinson who had it until ¢948 The north district is now
served by Mariapolis and the south “y rural mail from Pilot
Mound. First religious services wers held by Rev. H. Cairns,
Presbyterian minister, irn Sne sch001 This community was
linked closely with Filot Found.



Some of the pioneers stayed but & short time, while
others remained until they retired and their sons and
grandsons are still continuing to build up Dry River
district.

Mr. Lyman Robinson, born in Cntario, is the oldest
pionser of the Dry River distirict. He is now in his
O4th year ard is residing in Brandon. UMNMr. Edway Apperly
is the oldest descendant of the pioneers now .iving ir
Dry River. He is now in his 79th year.

How the district got its name is rather a cosiwundrum.
Doy River 1s what we would call a contradictory name. The
reason for this name is the fact that west of the crossing
which is now known as highwayv #440, there is a divide. Ash
Cresk comes down from ths north and runs west while the Dry
River comes from the scuth and runs east to Swan Lake. There
is a piece of land between the twc cresks which is a little
higher than thet surrounding it., This is where the Indians
used to cross and J. Flannigan named it the Pas.

0ld timers in the district still remember the flood of
1902, The Penbina Tlooded the entire valley all the way from
Hock Lake to Swan Lake. Tourmy Delorme remembers his home,
which was on higher ground, being surrounded with water so
that the only way they couvld get out was by boat.

The following is a :‘amcus Dry River anecdote:

"Speaking of bears, hers’s a story that% hard to rival
and it happened in Argyle Municipality, Ward 1, on section 52,
tiie north east quarter then owned by VWm.Craik,

In the mouth of June:>18901IUIr° Craik had 3 pigs weighing
about 175 pounds which he kep%t in a log pen some little
distance from the other farm buildings: A bear came along
one night, ciimbed into this pen, took cne of the pigs and
carried it away a short distance, sating about half of it.
The next day Mr., Creik moved the two remaining pigs to a
small stable with 2 sod roof. It also had a pood tight door.
Gn the night of the bear's second visit he fed on the pig
he had killed the evening yrevicus, The third night he re-
turned again and as there was no more of the pig left he
had to get a supper some place so he visited the stable
where the pigs were, climbed up the corner tc the roof jand
tore a strip about thirty inches wide out of the sod zcof
but apparently didn*t care t¢ jump down so went to another
stable close by, tore a hole in the roof of it and as this
was Mr, Craik's hen house he got three hens.

The following day Mr. Craik's neighbours assisted him
in a search for the bear 'ut without success. They held a
council of war that evening and decided to sit in the stables,
three men in each stable,and await the return of Mr, Bear.
Vim..Craik and his son Alex, along with James Baird were in
one stable. In the other stable were wm, Davis, David Bentley
and Stewart Robinson. All were fullv armed with rifles and
shotguns loaded with buckchot.



It was a very dark foggy night and everything was silent
until about 1 a.m. when lr. Bear ceme to tha stable where
the pigs were. He walked around a couple cf times and then
climbed up the corner tc the roof and appeared at the hole
in the rocf. Ir. Davis immediatelv jumped to his feet,
poilnted his gun at the bear's throat and fired both barrels.
This however did nct kill him but he lecst his balance and fell
into the stable. ©Stewart Reobinson fired at where he thought ™
the bear had fallen but still kr. Bear wss going strong.
Somebody opened the door and cut came the men, the pigs and
lastly the bear, the men being the most scared. The bear
then took up his position on a manure pile outside the stable
door and the men circled around. Evervbodv got their guns
inte acticn but after remaining a target for a little while
Mr. Bear got up and walked a few vards and fell into a
water hole but still alive. Only one man had any ammunition
left and he walked down to this hole but the night being so
dark he apparently didn'® hit the bear for very soon he
crawled out of the hole and walked away intc the bush. Al-
though they didn't get the bear that night he didn't live to
return and it was reported Indians found him d=zad ahout two
weeks after.

It was a mighty exciting night for some people and acc~
ording to the amount of ammunition used on so dark a night
it was only a miracle that someone wasn't killed. This
was one of the remarkable adventures of the goocd cld davs.

by S. Robinson "



CWIGTON

Wigton was another early district, being first settled
in 1879 and 1880, These settlers were chiefly from Ontario
and England, and included William and John Clark, James
McClellan, Kelso, Macey, Thomas Sexsmith, Webb Brothers,
Fred Stevens, James MacNab and Houstons.

The name of the district was given by James MeClellan
in memory of his birthplace in Scotland.

Mr, McClellan seems to have been one of the best known
men of -the district. He bought his homestead, oxen and
plow for $600. and managed to pay off his debt with the
first crop. He also owned the first steam outfit. Their
house seemed to be the community centre, and old timers

-recollect going to dances there at about nine in one evening

and dancing right through until three or four in the morn-
ing.” For music, there was always a fiddler or two, and
maybe an organ. Pianos were a later luxury. All the
women brought a lunch and thé house supplied the coffee.
I heard of one dance (perhaps not in this district) where
the coffee was accidentally spiked with a rubber overshoe
that had fallen into the boiler. The rubber had been
stuck into an overcgoat pocket and the coat being beside
the stove. Somebody josteled the coat and in went the
shoe. The mistake wasn't discovered until the owner,
rerdy t0 go home, was searching the house for his rubber.
Thz coffee was a great success.

The first school was held in Thomas Babington's
house, with Mr, Babington as teacher. In 1882 the
first log school was built by Messrs. Mac Corquadale,

Sheffield, Bell, and Huffman.

The school district was inaccurately but happily
surveyed by two surveyors and a little brown jug and to
this day, old timers claim the district is one and one-~
half chains out in measurement. ‘

Early Wigton settlers were well accustomed to seeing
bands of Indians about, as it was directly in the path of
Indian tribes which crossed the hills on the way to their
yearly Pow Wow at what is now Swan Lake. The April 1899

"Wigton Warbles"reports, "Indians are on the move again,

and have been for the last two weeks.”

The path they took is still vaguely visible and some
of  their old camp sites around Heaver's farm and Fisher
Lake . still yield bits of old pottery and arrowheads.,

_ The following story (from.the 1940 Historical Editions
of the Gazette) suggests some of the great changes that
must have come to the Indians way of 1ife here with the
advent of the white settlers. g
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"0ld buffalo trails have been found as late as 1903,
leading ta springs for water. The writer £njoved a chat
with an old Indian who spoke broken English and was camp-
ing for the night on 14-3-13. He had put his horse,
hobbled, to feed on the grass and had a blanket tied to
the side of his buggy for a windbreal{, and another
spread on the ground where he and his wife would ra:st
during the night. He said that in early days his band
camped in the same place north of the lake and once
every year he camped there for a night, in remembrance
of those other days when they had engoyed real Indian
life. He was about 80 years old, and about the only
one left now."

There are also the remains of an old buffalo
pound tc be found at the Claude Crayston farm near Rock
Lake. Here the Indians used to herd the buffalo into
a corral where the captured animals could be killed as
needed. DBones of these animals are still easy to find
at this site. While most settlers seemed generally
tolerantly disposed toward the Indian there were occasional
outbursts of anti-Indian feelings, as is obvious from this
1898 editorial in the Baldur Gazette. "Those Leech Lake
Indians are Indians, and the name is the emblem of treach-
ery and murder, If they have murdered our soldiers and
citizens, the tribe should be wiped off the face of the
world. Captain Forsythe, the man whose guns talked to
Big Foot at Wounded Knee, is the fellow to command the
United States troops at Leech Lake."
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HARDSHIPS OF THE PIONEERS

When a man came out tc this part of the country to begin
farming, he was in for a hard, but rewarding experience. Once
he had picked out the quarter he wanted to homestead, he had
to walk the long miles to Emerson to register his claim. He
did not have to pay for this gquarter section, but in order %o
get title to the land, he had to build some sort of dwelling
place, live on the land, and break ten acres within three
years. An adjacent quarter was set aside for him as & premp-
tion which he could buy for £$300. after he 'proved up" on his
first quarter. This meant that he must clear ten acres as
quickly as possible, But there were no bulldozers that he
could call in to do the job in a couple of days. He went out
with a grub hoe and his oxen, and spent hours, day after day,
chopping the trees, pulling them out with the oxen, and dig-
ging out the roots with the grub hoe. He hauled out the wood
and saved it for use in the winter, for the winters were cold
and hard, especially the first one.

During their firs% winter in 1896, Messieurs Lodge and
Badincl, who homesteadsd near Greenwav, lived on potatoes
without salt for six weeks. It was a bad winter: the closest
town was Pilot Mound, and the only way to get there was by
oXecart. FEarlisr thet same winter, they had travelled to
Pilot Mound where they had purchased, among other things, a
stove and some gun~powder. They put the gun-powder in the
oven for safe-deeping, loaded up the sleigh and drove home.
They set up the stove in the cabin, and were eating supper in
the newly-warmed building, when the whole stove exploded in
front of them. A kettle of water landed on the dog, who
high~tailed it away and was never seen again. Now they re-
membered that they had not removed the gun-powder from its
place of safety.

During the winter therc was the stock to care for, and
plenty of wood to haul. There were _ horses 1 the early
1890's, but not everyone had them vet, so wood had to be hauled
with oxen.

There wasn't much entertainment in these early dayvs, but
the old timers can remenber hitching up four horses to a
slaiizh to provide transporiation to a dance. Everybody piled
in and set off for a neighbour's home, where one of the local
fellows would b2 blowing a harmonica and squeezing an accor-
dion, while the dancers stepped around to waltzes and
quadrills.

Wwinter weather proved far more fatal then than now, and
blizzards often caught men far from home. One man on his
way home from town faced swirling snow s¢ thick that he
couldn't see his horses. He knew there wes no use in his
trying to drive the horses lhiome, for he hadn't a clue as to
the direction of home. He let the horses have their head,
and they led him right tc the door of his own barn.



March 14, 1902 brought a blinding blizzard to our prairie
lands. Br. Chaddock was caught in it while he was out check-
ing the cows. It was a Friday night, and the wind blew him
off the road about 9 o'clock. The storm raged for the next
two days, and when the sun came out on Monday morning, he
found himself on a hill near his own home. Something made his
team jump, and he fell out of the sleigh, curlsd up in a ball,
and rolled down the hill. He was found about five o'clock
that evening, and taken to a doctor. His hands and feet were
frozen, and the doctor sald he would have tc amputate. Mr.
Chaddock said it was impossible in such a country as this
to live without hands or feet, and he bapgred them to let him
die. They did.

In the same storm, Hr. William Tisdale of Creenway was
caught on his way home from town. He had gone to Mariapolis
Tor coal oil, and got lost in the storm. He found that he
couldn't go on, and was cnowed into a snowhank and frozen
to death. Wwhen the seerchsrs found the coal oil for the
lamp, they knew where to dig for his bedy. Another version
of this story is that Mr. Tisdale deliberately hung his mitt
up on a tree before he creiled into the snowbank to die.

In another storm, a party of three men were stranded out
in the open., OCne of the men wore a long thick beard which
soon became so caked with snow and ice that he could not
breathe through it. Howe~er, his comradss managed to light
some papers and thaw out his bzard so that he could cetch
his breath, and thev soon revived him.

Cne morning in 1901, Mr., Roger Brown, an early pioneer
of the Baldur district awoke to find himself (and his cabin)
literally buried in snow. The gable was not boarded, and
sncw had come in through there. There was plenty of air,
and it was actually rather coz” inside. The snow outsids
want right over the roof of his c¢abin, and he soon found
himself hard at work digging with a wash dish.

A difficult problem for the piloneers was lack of medical
aid. Doctors were few and far between, and consequently
peeple suffercd and died from far less than they do today.
There were plenty of home remedies such as herb tea and
skunk 03il, but they were not enouvgh. People died from grippe;

one baby went into convulsions and died while cutting teeth.

Wwith the spring came hard work. BIore land must be
broken, and crops must be planted. At first, a $125. yoke
of oxen was the only available substitute for pure man-
power., Hitched up to a plough, the ox often proved that he
had a mind of his own. One hot afternoon, a pair of oxen
cwned by Iir, Cunningham, who homestead:d near Greenway,
decided that they were thirsty. They simply struck out
for the nearest water they could find, and ther: was nothing
at all that the driver ~culd do but bump along behind. When
the team finally stcgoped, he frord Wwipgself, his plough, and
higs ~ven amc li-A~) in the m . ldle of ths slough.



It.was hard work ploughing with one of those o0ld hand
ploughs. Every time it hit a stone, you'd get 2 good swift
jab in the rivs that would almost knock your wind out. After
ploughing, of course, came seeding. At first it was done
completely by hand, then with a hand broadcaster, then by a
machine that could be hitched tc oxen or horses. After
seeding, the harrows were put to work. The first herrows
which came out had no suitahbhle riding attachment; one pioneer
fixed a cart behind his horses, and hitched the harrcws to
the cart.

These pioneers were full of ingenuity like that, They
often found neat ways to get eround authcrityv and regulations.
Mr, AW, Plavfair and J.S. Cconnibear homesteaded the =ast
half of 23-5~13, kr. Connitear held the north quartsr, and
Mr., Playfair the scuth one. The law said that in ord:z:r to
"prove up vou had te live on veour land for six menths. These
two pioneers built a shack right on ths line hetwe:r their
homesteads, and at night they both came back and slept, one
on cach side of the shack, zach cn his own land. It was
all perfectly legal.

Zven more than today, th: growing crops were suscaptible
to many mishaps. Grasshoppers were so bad that in one area
the crops had to be burnsed to the ground for three consscutive
years. Rust was a destructive enenv, end hailstorms and early
frosts caused many a ruined crop.

In 1885, frost destroyed the crops. Ir. Jackson, who
homesteaded near Greenway, set off for Pilot FMound with his
one load of grain. \When he arrived at the elzvators late
thac e¢vening, the men from bhoth elevators came, looked at the
grain, then walked away, leaving him standing there. A
friend came along, and finding that he had not aven been
made an offer for his only bit of grain, brought back cne of
The egents and said, "ou must meke him an offer. He has to
sell his wheat to get supplies.” The agent took another '
look and said, "19¢ a bushel is the bast I can do.% Forty
bushels at this price pave him a total of $7.60 for his
season's work.

T e e +lyr soattlers < A
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only even-numbered sactions were homest*ad d, neerly avary
. odd-numb :rad section was an unbroken mile of grass, The

fields were small and disconnected. There were no roads to
form fire guards. The only nrotection was double fire guards
around homes and stacks, so for the most pert, a prairie fire
swept easily and fast. Wwhen a big fire came through, every
available person grabbed wet rags and want to help fight

the fire whenever possible, hut often, sveryone was forced

to head for tha creek to escape the hiting flames. The
pioneers often had to go back to burned stacks and depl:itad
herds. After one such fire, lr. Henry Parsonege, who was
riding in an ox-drawn wagon, came upon some scorchad shaep.
One or two of the animals twitched in rigor mortis and
spooked the oxen. The beasts <tarted off at a gallop, and
Jumped right ovar the banks and landed, wagon and all, right
in the middle of Qak Creek.,



Every community has lived through an event that still
Jives in the minds of the pioneers. Such an event in our
district is the Barr Fire, It started on th: Barr farm on the
east half of 30-4-14 in the Rosehill School District in 1895.
There was a strong wind which carried the fire sastwerd;
and the Zmbury farm was the first farm to be sericusly dam-
aged by the flames. Here the men saw the fire coming and went
out to plough a fire guard around the stacks. They only had
a few furrows ploughed with the walking plough when the flames
leaped the guard and being so high, caught tha stacks at
the top and burned them to the ground., The fire raged for
more then twenty-four hours, but after travelling six or
seven miles cast, the wind changed sometime in the night and
sent it sprawling southward through Excelsior and the Marr-
inghurst district. Mr. William Galloway lost 2000 bushels
of his wheat. The Elseys tried to protect themselves from
this fire by ploughing a 30-40 furrow fire guard around their
crops, but the fire jumped it ecasily and the crops were
destroyed.

When the fire came to the muskeg south of Marringhurst,
it was finally gotten under control with much help from this
boggy area. The young boy hzld responsible for starting
this fire was fincd $1. by the magistrate who himself lost
twenty wheat stecks.,

But there were years and years of good crops, and =2ven
some smash bumper crops. It meant plenty of hard work to
harvest these crops. ILong hours were spent cutting the
grain with a scythe and tying it up in bunches. Tha actual
threshing was a hot, tiresome, end often dangerous job.

The band cutters (twe boys who cut tia strings on th: grain
bundles while a man in the middle fod them into the machine),
had to watch how they swung their knives. The man on the
straw steck had one of th: toughest jobs. If he didn't keep
a sharp lookout, he would be bombarded by 2 pil: of thz suf-
focating straw which simply had to be strcked by the only
method they knew.

A piece of bad luck which sometimes struclk was the burning
of a thrishing machine. One mechine would be used for the
vulk of the threshing in one whol: area, and when it wes
rendered useless by fire, it caused much hardship for all.
Fires were also all teoo freguent after the harvesting was over,
and thousands of bushels were lost when wheat stacks burnad.
The grain they saved had to be hauled many miles to market,
at first only by oxen and wagon. Emerson was the closast
railway Foint at first, then Manitou, then Pilot Mound in
1885, Creenway in 1889, and Baldur in 1890,

The following is an excerpt from an old Baldur Gezetts:

" Sveryhody is taelkirg about hard times, Huh!

Before Itou drive up to the filling stetion and say
"£i1l her up," come with m2 back to the early eighties.
Say, yvou haven't th: remotecst idea of what bard times really
are--with vour telephon2, your cor, vour radio-end furnace-
heated home, Why, we didn't even know the meaning of thzse
things.



How would vou like to jolt 2long 20, 30, 50 miles and
sell your load of grain for leéss money than you now pay for
a tank of pasoline?

How'd you like to be srowed in for a month or two in a
sod shanty or log house, where the wind whistled through
the chinks, instezad of sitting around listening to th2 radio,
reading the Free Press and mavbe a good magazine or two?

How'd you like to walk berefcot five miles to school
every morning, milking the cows before vyou left and again at
night?

How'd wvou like to live on mush, salt pork and dried
apples for brea fast; dried applus, pork and mush for dinner
and repeet for supper, with a variaticn of corn syrup? A
plece of white bread was a luxury.

How would you like to wear shoe packs all winter and a
pair of full cloth trousers cut down from dad's old onas?
Those were the davs when dad and mothur brought up their
family arcund tha kitchen cook stove at 2 cost that would
hardly make the first pavment on a new car; and they generally
made a good job of it.

How!'d you like to drive twelve or fifteen miles to the
bush with a yoke of oxan, starting before daylight and reaching
home after dark?

How'd you like to take thet wood intc town th: naxt day
and receive £2.50 for it in trede? A good many people will
remembar this.

Hard times! Heck! Just ask any cld pioneer of th:
eightias. Wwhy, the worst ws have to put up with today
would have looked like the millenium to those old f2llows.

Those were the days when we killad our own pork and
curad our own hacon; when we paid $1.75 tc $2.50 for a pair
of sho g that wore mbant for wear, and they did; when

— —_— —~ i Q.

mother paid 35 cents for a peir Of cotton hose E‘:ud gad
2 little worried,

Now, 1if you can't wear silk stockings at {1.50 a pair,
you think all the joy has gone out of life., Great Scott,
give the present ganeration thirty days of what the pioneers
called hard times and they'd just shrivel up and die.

Times are only hard or good by comparison. Comparc the
way we are living now with the way our fathers livadg, and
you'll think wvou ere a bloated millionaire.

Is this true? Ask anv oldtimer. ™



RARVESTING

After the first few years of settlement in which the
pioneer would clzar the land and brea.:the sod and seed his
first crop came the reward of all his work. This grand
adventure cerme to be known throughout histcry as harvasting.

Threshing was done by the zarly ploneers in two diffzrent
ways. Some of th2 sarlicest thrashers usaed the flail., COr=
early pionezsr told how he end his brother used ths flail
to thresh their first crop. They succesdad in threshing
their vhelce crop which carme to six bushels.

Later on more efficient thrashing machines ceme in to use.
The early ones ware composed of thresce separate units. These
were used 1) to produce the necessary power,
2) to thresh the grain,
3) to remove the straw.

The power was produced by two types of "power outfits”.
The eariiest was called a "tread-power™ and was an elevated
tresadmill. The horses moved it by walking in the same place
on top of the treadmill while it moved round in a circle.
This treadmill was connected to thas threshing outfit by a
shaft which worked something like the driveshaft of a modern
car. This method was not alwavs good because the horses who
could not keep themselves warm bacause of the slowness of this
process nearly froze to death on tha cool days of autumn.

A later type of horse-power hed six te2ams harn:ssed up
to long poles which all mst in the centre., As the horses
walked around in & circle this wheel-shaped mechanism turnad
a shaft which in turn turna:d the shaft which was connscted
to the threshing outfit.

The steem cngines which first cams out ware wood burners
but many farmers convertad them to strew burncrs beceuse
straw was a mora convenient and a cheaper fuel. The stsam
engines wer: quite safe bacause thev wera inspected annually by

a government hoiler inspector. This inspector would set the
stoom guage ot the maximum proscure which the beiler could
stand., Then when the boilsr got to tha highest pressvre it
could withstand the guage would open a valve and lat this

a¥cess steam blow off.

The men working on th: gangs each had cartain jobs to
do. In thz threshing outfits using th: horse-powzrs all the
work was done by stack threshing. In preparation each farmer
would stack all his graln sheavers with the help of a hired
man. Then when the outfit came they weould set up the sep-
arator right beside the stack eliminating the need for men
and racks in the field. For this operation there were men
needed for the folliowing Jjobs:

1) one band cutter to cut thas strings on the sheaves
2) a feadsr to throw the cut sheaves into the separator,
3) one men to take car: of the horse-power,



4) one man controlling ths horses and the bucking pole,
5) two men on ths stacl fesding the sheaves to the tand-cutter,
6) several men and wagons to carry the grain away,

In the outfits run hy steam engines quite a few mor:
men wars neeodad:
1} eight men with recks transporting th: sheaves from the
field to the threshing outfit..
2) four men in the field loading the racks
3) a fir:man to keep the engine runring
&) an enginzar
5) a waterman to keep the boiler full
6) a separator to unload the racks
7) and five or six men and tams carrying the grain to the
granaries or the elevators in wagens.

The men who worked on these gangs were paid by th: bushel
or by the two bushel bag. A tally on the newer machines told
how many bushels had been brought in that day and the men
were paid so much per bushal. On the older machines the grain
was put into bags and the workers were paid sc much per bag.

Since there were no foeders or blowers on the threshing
outfits to carry away the straw, another outfit was neaded.
A carrier carried the straw out of the threshing outfit and
dumpad into a little pile. A bucking pole whieh consisted of
& lorpe Ihi vith + ' Cheind tied €c'ebch ¢hd rnd ¢ A-rscihar-
nessed te the chains was brourght on either side of the straw
pile and the straw wab,él1ther to the straw burning st:aem
engine cr scmewhere out\in the fisld where it was cut of ths wey,

» ¥ on eq

Most people seem to think thet the men wer: th: only ones
who did any work during harvest. This is absolutely untrue.
I am going to try to describe a day in the kitchen during
harvast.

Prazparations for the dav bagan at 5 o'clock A.M, The
women would put the: bread,which hed risen dvring the night,
into the oven. Breakfast would he made and ready by six
o'clock. For breakfast they had te make porridge, fri:d
potatoes, epgs, bacon, bread, t:a, and coffes. The cows
had to be milked, fresh cpggs pickaed, and butter brought from
the cellar, After the men had left the weman ate brezkfast,
did the breakfast dishes and started preparing the dinner,
Pics were made right after breakfast. For a sixteen man
crew and eight women in the kitchen thev had tc make at least

eight pies. The huge roast was put in the oven as soon as
the pies came out and about two hours before breakfast the
potatoes were peeled and put on the stove to boil., Two

or three other vegetables were brought from the garden and
prepared for dinner. After the dinner was cleared away,
the women were lucky if they got an hour's rest during the
afterncon. Since the men were on the field the women had
to do the barn yard cheres which was quite a task at this
time. Then sup-er had to be prepared with the same care and
caution as the other two meals. After the supper dishes
were cleared away the bread for the following morning had
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tOW%efﬁ/ ared-.and—set to rise over night. * The women got
to bed at about eleven o'clock, Incidenﬂly, he wages per

month for a hired girl working every dayv of the week
averaged about twenty dollars.

Just as an example of how long threshing took; in
1912, on the Cramer section now owned by walter Paddock,
Eddie Cramer, George Dearsley, and J.V, Revdal threshed
a section in fifteen days, using a lerge steam driven
threshing outfit, but this was not common. It usually
took from five to seven days to thresh with the large
ocutfits. :

Aren't you farmers glad you live in the combine agel



THE DEVELOPMENT NF BALDUR

Baldur's first store was a two-storey building which
was brought to Baldur's present .site when Mr. AE, Cramer
moved the old creamery or as it was often referred to, the
Cheese Factory of which Mr. Brown wes the chewese maker.

It was movaed to the present site of the Royslite 0il station

in 1890. This Mr. Cramer sold to Mr., G.W. Griffith as o

general store. The street which we know as Elizabeth Street,

more commonly known as front street, was named Elizabeth
after Mr, Griggith's wife,

In 1899, Baldur was a metropolis of business estab-
lishmdnts. Herc is a list of Baldur's businesces as
tablad in the 1899 Historical Edition of the Baldur Gazette:

A} Four General Stores
1. Percy T. Curtis
His store was situated where the Royalite 011 station
is now. His original store was a frame building but later
in 1900 he built a2 large brick building which housed as
well as his store the Victoria Hall on the second storey.

2 J.5. Smith and Co.
His store was situated in the Cleghorn Drug Store
which burned in 1963. Dr. Cleghorn hed his office in the
.second storey,

3¢ MI‘S. S. Bell
Her stors was situated in the left portion of what

is now McMillan®s general store where dry goods are now
sold.

Le Wod.5. Waugh
‘His store was situated in one part of what is now the
Pocl Hall and Barber Shop.

B) One Hardware Store
1, Thomas F. Poole
His store was where the Marshall Wells store and
the Bus Depot are now situated. This store wes a frame
building. He didn't build the brdek building until 1916.
The building where the Bus Depot is now was used as his
warchouss.

C) Three Fruit and Confectionary Stores
1. Nunn and Raycroft
2, Mrs, M,W. Rankin
Her store was situated in the building where Beaufoy
Electric is now. It was a two storey building but the garage
part of the present building had nct yet teen built.

3., G.B. Sexsmith
His store was situated where the firehall is now.

D) One Butcher Shop
1. G.B,Sexsmith His shop was situated where the
fire hall is now. Incidently he had a very sharp-locking goatee.



E) Three General Blacksmiths
1. Harry Goodman
His shop was situwated on the southern vpart of the
property on which the Baldur Motor Hotel is now situated.

R4 J. Scammel
His shop was situated where the pcol elevator residence
i8 NOW,

3., M, Morrison )
His shop and home were situated on the lot where J.V.
Reykdal now has his house.

F}) One Bakeshop
l. Nunn and Raycroft
It was situeted somewhere on the lot where Dave liesney
now lives. It is unfortunately not included cn the map.
They also had a confectionary on the same lot.

G) One Banking Institution
1. Frank Schultz
It was built on the site of the present bank building
on Elizabeth Strest in 1887, He ran his own bank business
until 1903 when he wes appointed manager of the Union Bank.
The Royal Bank of Canada took over in 1923.

Z} Two Financial and Real Estate Businesses
1. F. Schultz, real cstate agent
His business was situated where the Royal Bank is now.

2. Harrower and Price
Their business was situated in what is now the Baldur
Bakery.

I) Two Implament Dealerships
1. 5id Marten
His business was situated where the B.A, Garage is now.

2., Christian Johnson
At first Mr. Johnson had his impliment shop where the
owler Block is now and the Fowler's owned the lot where
ohn Deere is now. However, they traded lots and Chris
ohnson moved his buildings to where the John Deere is now
and Fowler built the Fowler Block late in 1899.

J) Three Bicycle Agents
L. w.0. Fowler
His shop end Post Office were in one part of what is
now the Pool Hall.

2. Chris Johnson
3. unknown

K) Two Hotels
1. The Chester House
It was situated on what is now the impliment lot for
Dearsley's Agricultural Supplies. It was owned and run by
Jesse Chester and his wife.



2. The MNorthern Pacific Hotel
It was owned and operated by lir. J. Dew. It was situated
on the corner of Elizabeth and Third Street where Albert
Bateman's hcom» and the Telephone Cffice now stand.

L} Two Lumber lMerchants
1. George Playfair and his son Jack
1t was situeted in 2 large warehouse behind whet is now
Mekiillan's general Store

2. D, lcKenzie

M) One Furniture and Undertaking Business
1. George and Jack Playfair
These businesses were situated in the dbuilding now
owned by lckillan's other than what is now the drv goods
section.

N) One Book Binder
1. Andres Helgason
He had his business in the house shown on the map
as number 42, :

) One Shoemaker
1. Mr, G. Couzens
His shop was in his house where Mrs., H.G. Strang
now lives,

P) One Newspepar
1. The Baldur Gazette
It %3 still on 1t% original location.~ It was started
in 1898 by S.R.P. Cooper.

Q) One Veterinerian

Baldur didn't have its own vet until 1912 when Dr.
Campbell came. However there was a sseterinarian in both
Belmont {(Dr. Husband) and in Glenboro (Dr. Whallev).
They could be referring to either of thesa,

R) Two Docters
1. Dr. Cleghorn
He had his office in the upper storey of the old
drugstore.

2., Dr. Tisdale
His office was situated in a building which was
situated between what is now McMillan's General Store
and the Bakery,

S} Three Elevators
1., Winripeg Elevator

2. Dominion Elevator

3. Northern Elevator
Their situation is shown on the map.



T) One Grist Mill
It was built in 1890 and was situated on the north side
of th: farthest scuth track as shown on the map.

U) One Skating and Curling Rink
It wes situat:d where the Revelstcke lumter yard now
stands.,

V) Two churches
1. The Methodist Church
It was situeted where the United Church ncw stands.

2. The Anglican Church
It was built in about 1898 on its present site.

Baldur also had several livery stables, & society
hall, several dress makers, and a private schocl. The
private scliool, however, must be buried extremely deeply
because we can not find out anything about it.

Baldur also had the following secret socicties:
The Black Preceptory, The ILoyal Orange Lodge, the
Independent Order of Oddfellows, the Ancient Order of United
Workmen, and the Knights of the Maccabees.

The first school was héld in the upper storey of what
is now the Pool Hall, This building was built in 1890 by
AE, Cramer. The first teacher was Miss Wells.

Simpson scheool was built in 1893, Its bell which is
now in the present Baldur High School was donated to tha
school by the premier of Manitoba at that time, Premier
Greenwav. It was torn down-in 1905 and a new school was
built (which is still used), because Simpson School
was outdated, after 12 years in use!l

l’.".II.l.....‘...‘......III....".I..III.'.I‘l...........'.

To follow number 25 of the next section:

26, A. Frank Schultz's private benk

27 «

29,

oo

» unchangad

C. the Royal Benk of Canada

Chris Johnscn's Implement Deelership
chsnged

John Deere shop run by R.N. Ramage
The Fowler house

unchanged

The Fowler house
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The Baldur of 1900 was certainly not the Baldur
in which we live, It had quite a few more businesses than
baldur has now, but it is quite ironical thet there wers
fewer homes. We must of course take intc account that our
predecessors were more prolific than todey's families as
the populaticn of Baldur weas abcut 400 in 1900 and today
it is only sbout 350.

The numbers and descripticns following refer to the
numbers on the preceeding map. Wwe hope you will forgive
any nistekes we have made.

1. Elizabeth Strect

2. Carrie Streect

3. First Street
The streets going cast of this, take the names second
third and fourth.

L, Schultz Avenue
It is meore commonly called Coffee Street haecause of its
early Icelandic inhabisants.

NOTE: The road going north and south out of Baldur was
named the "Sunshine Highway" in 1914,

The remeaining numbers are tc follow in this manner:
A) description in 1900.
B) changed or unchanged as of July 1, 1967 ie(if the same
building or & newer one is in existence).
C) present occupant of the property. re homes--the name
registered as the owner or renter,

5. A. house rented by Jesse Nunn who had a bakery and con-
fectionary store on the same property in partnership
with Mr. Raycroft.

B. unchangad
C. it is now owned by David Mesney
6. 4. unknown
B. unchanged
C. the property is now ownaed by C.E. Ross. The house
however, is not occupied.
7+ A, 5.C, Scammel owned the property and lived in it
B. unchanged
C. it is presently owned and occupied by Bert Campbell.
8, A. hrs. Mary Cramer owned and occupied this property.
B, unchanged .
C. It is now owned and occupied by Herry Freedy.
9. A. Owned and occupied by Walter Jdackson
B. chenged
C., S.5. Johnson now owns this property
10, A, Owned and occupied by Simundur Frederickson
B. changed .
C. This property is now unoccupied
11. A, This was a half mile racetrack and included a fair
grounds. -
B. changed

@. parts are owned by many meople on the south side
of town.



12,

13.

14,

15.

16.
17.

18.

19|

20.

21,

22,

23,

Rlys

25.

A, The open-air skating and curling rink.

B. changed

C. This property is now owned by Revelstoke lumber
yard.

A, The Band-McDonald home. It was a divided house.

B. changed

C. This property is now dividad between Viola Freder-
ickson's and Chris Frederickson's homes.

A, The Grist Mill

B, chenged

C. On the south ezst corner of the John Deere implement
lot across the tracks.

now run by Manitoba Pool Elevators
5.0, Scammel's blacksmith shop,
changed R
The property is now the lManitoba Pool Elevator
residence.
A. the railroad station
. unchanged
the railroad station
the stock yards
changed
the property is now occupied by Royalite Qil's
storage tenks.
4. The Fowler Block
B. unchanged
C. The Fowler Block
A. Tom Poole's Hardware. His buildings included his
store and a warehouse which was next to the Fowler
Block.
B. changed and unchanged

A. Northern Elevator
B. changed

C. now owned by United Crain Growers
A, Dominion Elevator
B. changed

A, Winnipeg Elevator
B, unchanged

C.
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C.His-later stord20)became the present Mershall Wells

HardWere and the warehouse was torn down. Prasently
the building which was built in its place is the
Bus Depot.

A. Frank Schultz owned the building which was & barber
shop where Bert Dalzell was tha barber.

B. chenged

C. A new building was built in 1924 which is now Les's
Tucky Dollar Store. :

A, W.0. Fowler built the building and it was shared
by his Post Office end bicvcle sales and by W.J.S.
Waugh's general store., The upper storey was Baldur's
first store.

B. unchanged

C. It is presently thas Pool Hall run by J.V. Reykdal.

A. The building cn this property was occupied by
J.5. Smith's General Store. The second storey was
where Dr. I.¥. Cleghorn had his office.

B. changed

C. This building burned in 1963 and the lot is now vacant.
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Ase Dre I.M. Cleghorn's home
. unchenged
Co. Mrs, a. Gillis!' home

s Simpson School

B. changed

C. Bzldur High School

fwe livs. Snydzl's home

B. unchznged

C. Mrs. Vera Borus' home

Lo Joserh Davidson's home
B. unchenged
C. Mrg., 3. Fogter's home

~o Mr. S3erjon Christosherson's hLome
B. unchznged
Ce Mr. 2. L& Bergels home

.-+ Hasimunder Hssmundsoin's home

Mr. Hazsmundson wzs the town shejsherd. He hat neither Ceel
n01 hsnds. He lost them in z hlizzard while he was still
in Icelsnd znd they were rejlsced by woolen lezs and hooks,
B. unchanged
C. Mrs. fnz Johnson's home

e the Delms=n home
B. uncheanged
fo Mrs. B. Qdelll's home

ie Mr, Chris Guénzson's home
B. chznzed
C. it wzs recently torn down

4o wo¥zham Liunkzlt's home

3. uncuzazed

Go It wes until recently occuried by Briancor znd Joe
Johsnnesson. 1t is now unoccu:ied.

4. Rankz Svelnson'!s hnome
B. chsnged
. The »rojerty is now cowned =zad occursied by ...n. Johnson.

1

se the mnglican Mzance
8. unchzngsd
Jo Mrs. G. Gudnzscon's home

se Mr. Bergur Bergson's home
B. unchanged
C. Owned z2né occusied by the Sreidzl Brothers.

e The Oliver Home

3. unchzagel

Co Mire Jonzg QOliver's home

se. Andres Helgsson's home and book Hinding shoz.

B. chznged

C. this buil
cicture 3

¢ing ourned in 1951 (the date given on the
otceuszied b

i
zes 1ls erroneous). It is now owned angd
¥ Mr. W. 3o0lzck.
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Mr. McKenzue's home
changed
Mr. Jesse (Cramer's home

unknown
cnznged
Mise S. Gunalsugson's home

The in:liczn Church
unchznged
seme

Gudrun Christiznson's home

chenzed

The lot now owneld by K. Wylie is now vacesnt, The
house, however, w:s moved to the bzck yerd oi the
Iutherzn Church z=ndé it bYeceme the Icelandic Library
or in Jcelandic "Ljestrzfjeleg" (rezding comsainy)
This, however, wzs8 not the Librzry's iirst home. The
formstion meeting wss held zt the firm of Elnar
Jigvaldzson, the Lather of Canads's jresent ambasszdor
to Icelsnd zndé the Sc=zndinevian countries, John Fetser
oigvilézson. This ferm is sresently owned by Hallil
Sigvalézson (26-5-14).

The Presbyterian Church
chanzed
the Hemorizl Hszll

4 carpenter shos owned »y Josejh Wra
chaaged
The .rgyle Municijzzl Cifice.

Josezh Wrsy's home situsteld bhetween Stuzrt Brezult'’s
home ané¢ the Lezion Hall.

chznzed

the lot is presently vzcsnt.

Gudmendur Gudmesnson's home
unchsnged
Ir. 9. Yaremchulkis homs

Mr., John Herrowsrx's homs

unchange?l

The uproszerty is now owneld by kMr. J. Howell but the
house is uninhzbhited,

The Ishery home
unchzinged
Mrs. .». Fornes' home

The Methnodist Church

chznged The originzl fr:me bHuilding was movel sway
away ezrly in 150C and the present church duilt,
The Unitel Church.



54. A. Methodist Church lsnce, the jrescher =% this time was
czllel EFreszcher Joshusn,
B. unchsnged
C. United Church lMance

55. e Christizn Johnsonvs home
B. unchzanged
o Ivan 3cotls home

56. 4. Frank 3chultz's home
8. unchsnzed
e Mr. Trigovi Jolmson's home.

5%, 2. Mathew Rzycroftls home
D. unchenged
C. I'r. Hiscoclk's homs

B8. 4. Kr. Joseszh Cob's home
3« chzngzed
bo Mr. €. Bkardzl's home

59. 4. Mr. G. Gouzen's home snd shoemzker's shop,
3. unchanged
Co Mrse H.G. Strenz's home

As 8111y He:zrne's home
3. unchznged
C. ¥r. ., Deszets' home

6l. ~. The Fl:zyfzir hcme
3. unchzanged
;o Mr. Mzc Johnson's home

62. 4. Mr. M. Morrison's home and carrizze Shop.
B. chznged
Co ¥r., J.V. Heykéal's homs

6%. 4¢ Mr. H. Goodman's home
B. chengzed
C. Bzldéur Motor Hotel roserty

64. A. Mr. H. Gooldmzn's dHlacksmith shon
B. changed
C. 3zldur Motor Hotel =uyc:ersy

"

6. A. .o stzble owned by H. Goodm:n
B, changed
C. Bzldur Motor Hotel

660 ne 2illy Hearne's Msssey-Herris shop
B. chznged
Co Mri°C. Jkirdal's BEsso sesrvice st:=tion.,

67. ». The Curtis nlock
B. chenzed
C. the ZHoy:=lite service st:tion



68, A. T .IF. Curtis'! home
3. chsagst
Go Dr. G.BE. Hanks' home

69. i, The Sveinson honms
3. chenged
{. The FTost Cffice

. The Chester House
B. changzed
C. The implement lot owned by ir. L. Dezrsley.

-3t
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e The Chester Livery
3. changed
C. The imjlement lot owned oy Mr. L. Desrsley

72. ie Grzhzm's Generzl store
3. changed
jo Bins Johnson's millinsry shol

T4 Ae Omzr HNunn's home
B. unchenged
C. lirs., Bins Johnson's home

T4, 4. The Gazette editor Mr». Coorer
B. unchanged
}e The Czzette sditor Eerl Johnson

7T5. ie Mr. G.B. Sezsmith's bubtcher sho.
3. chnzed
C. The Pire Hell

T6e e M. Grshem'!s home
B. chenged
Ce Mr. M. franscol's home

77, 4. Georze Cob's home
L=
3. unchsnged
C. Mr. W.H. Sray's home.

NOTE: The first house on this location was s log house ownsd
by an ellerly Icelznder wuo rsised sheep there.

8. A, Jack Fleyfair’'s home
B. changed
Je Mr. L. DeBsets! home

79 2. The 3igvzlizson home
Be chinzsd
J. The »rojerty is aow owned by tue Breidsl family.

80. 4, the lumber dusiness owned ny Jack Zlsyialr
3. clhiznised
fo thie lot is vecznt. It is situszted hetween the Breid:l
home =znl Mr. McLsren's home.



8l. 4 a planing mill owned by Jzck Tlzyfair.
S chizarad :

C. Bzrl Johnson's home

82. ». The N.E. Hotel
B. chznged
C. albert Batem:zn's liome on the ecst snd the Telejhone
Qffice on the west.

B8%. 4. The N.F. Zctel Livery
3. chinzed
C. =lzext 3stem=n's srozerty.

84. 4. The Municizzl 0fiice, &ezl estzte szles.
3. unchzunzed
C. 2=ldur 3ekery
8D. .=a Dr. Ptigdzlel's office
Be changed
C. lot is now vzgznt

86. us. 1) ezst side of stors- BPlayfzir furniture, under-
teking, snd lumber husinessss.
2) west gide of store- Mrs. Bell's Geaerzl store
B. unchzngzed
Ce MeMillen's Gener:l store

NOTaE: There shcoculd he znothsr lot shown hebtween iirs. 36ll's
store and Curtis' house, housing the following:
A. Mrs., Rankin's confectionszry
B. unchznged
C. Sezufovy's Zlsciric

87e ~o =18 Martsi's implements. It was originslly the
Methodist Chu¥ch.
B, changed
;o DeBzets 3.s4. Garage

88. .»s Chzrles Smith's home
- Be unchzngsc
Ce Sene Anfersons
8%. i:. Steingrim Christiznscn's home
B. unchanged
. W.B. Cordon's home

9C. . The McFhzle hcme
3, changed
b Mr., F. Welleyn'’s new home

1., i+ Jzeck Grshazm's home
3. unchsnzed
C. Mr. K. Bjorneson's home

G2. L. & Guck ond
3. cnanged
Ce Cn the west side oi the sresent ILourth strest is

o



vacant lot. The old rink azs been toin down for
severzl yesrs., Thst n:zrt of the duck sond wes filled
in when the rink wez built. The sert s:=st of fourth
street wzsn't filled in until 1964 when A. C.

T

Thorleifzons Huilt their new Louse tlhere.

Lo The Zchults f:zrm

o cheaged

The Centennizl Zzrk, skztin, :al curling rink, 8alduw
Hospital, the Romzn C:zt.olic Churclh, the Baldur
Elementzry Scuool, zné Art Catteeuw's farm.

This wes Baldur in 1900. We, of course, see a different

Baldur in many respects.

you t

Now that we have given vou the past, we would like
o interpret it to the proscent, comparing Baldur's

growth or decline (for it has done both) to what it is

Now .

M gc?nefd/ slare, s E 0 ij/?&’
N

.




The Young Generation

"What's wrong with the younger generation of today%"
geems to bs a very popular guestion. However the
younzsr generation of today would like to ask,"What's
wrong wlth the younger generation that hasn't been
wronz with the youngzer generation for generations and
generations befope today?" We would like to tell you
of a few incidents which depicie the last younger
generation, that of the tims when this country was
Just beln-s settled,

One story which is particularily <ood,tells of the
sonn of & plonesr in the district of Glenora and of
this man's hired help.One day while the hired man was
dutifully milking the cow, the son climbed to the
beame aboys the stall. He dropped = long piece of
strine down to the cow's back.The only catch is that
at the end of the strins was a very sharp pin. The ki
hired man, quite ignorant of the young boy's presence,
wag taken greatly by surpriss when the cow bezan to
Jump and kKick and ended up with her foot in the milk
pall.

There was also during the early years of ssttlement
quite a dynamite fan in this district.He seemed to zet
considsrable pleasure out of Plowine up dynemite in the
middle of a roed just ass a horse and buzoy were
appraaching.Thies man also took a sultcase full of
dynamite with him on a train,

ThHe following item epreared in the local newspaper
"A certain young zentlemen in town mede some toffee
the other night enmd placed it outside on a plate to
set.Later on some practical joker rz:oved the plate
substituting snother cortainins some potato peelings.
In due time the young zentlemen went out into the dark
night, seizzd the plate and cerefully cerried 1t to
the voung lady with the intention of enjoyine a tetew
d-tete and a bonne bouche at the seme time. THe
feelings of the younsz lady and the vo.mg sentlemen
cen be imegined. It w's a suprize party for two,"

It was also sdited thet the astonishment of the
bublic wae grest to hear that # certain youngz lady
and 2 certain yo ng zentleman disappsared for three
hours while teking & buegy ride, No-one could possibly
lmagine where they co 1d be,

fdults to-dey that they nsver know whet to expect
from their children. Do we do things today any more
éstonishing then some of the things thet they did.

On night » youne man danced the entire evening with
& broken collar bone.

The scoolhouse todzy is the refuze of many mis-
chevious pranks.Wss it not the seme seversl years
307 A grede one student tells of how he was "roped"
into taxinge the blame for another persons oings.

T"e tescher wes estonished snd furious one morning

to see "THR TEELCHER IS STUPID " written on the black-
bosrd.she asked esch individual o copy it om a paper
30 she could compare the printing. The innocent arade
one boy copied it directly spelling teacher incorrectly
88 - 1t .was-on-the board.He-was—punished—Ffor-the-crime..
Tedzy the zuilty party snd the young boy ars brother-
in-laws, '



as it was cn the board. Hde was punished for the crime.
Today the guilty party a-d the young boy are brother-
in-laws,

One favorits pass time of the school boys of Glenora
was drowvning out govhers. But even more fun was putting
them in the teachers dessk for her suprise zift,

L7ate one night a group of voung boys quistly
entered the school, cut the teachers straps into strivps
and stapled it to the top &f the drawsr. the nsxb day
they vrovoked the “esacher snough that she went to pull
out the strap. “hat a laugh they enjoyed at the expeunse
of the teachsr, How ever I am sure their Joy was not
long Lived,

An editorial avppeared in the Baldur zazette,
condemming the young Loys of the district for playing
blue caps and snaring gorvhers on Sunday during the
church servise. This sesmed to he s very serionus
ratter at the time,

On night the Glenora hsnd was staying overnight
at o home after havia g provided the music at the house
rarty that evening. For a joke, one member of the band
pulled a wnite shest over nis naked body a nd head=4d
for the dooxr in hopes of frightening the =uests.
However the joke backiirsd, as the practical joker
tripped as he reachsd the botiom of the stairs. Very
embarrassingly sc, he found himself stretehed ACT0SS
the middle of the living room., ©ig sheect was still
caught up on the stairs. _

# young gentleman was wslcomed into the home of a
couple of young bachelors of the district. For a few
laughs the two young gentlemen made a string of tincans
and planned to lay then across the kitchen after the
nsweomer went to bed. Pefore bddtime the topic of con-
versati.n conveniently led to the subject of ghosts.
Before the dude retired he had been filled with vivid

and untrue ghost stories. Ls the young gentleman
settled down, the cther two set up and prepared for
an evening of entertaimment. The horror and fear falt
by the visitor can well be imagined as all sorts of
ftrange noises hecame audibie to him,
The most outrageous c¢f ail pranks was preformed by a
a young amdacious pranxster of the Glenora school. The
teacher one particular day had on a low necked dress,
To the neckline she had clamped her ren. The youngster
asked if he could borrow her pen. lithout thinking
she told him to come ahegd and get it. He advanced with
a bashful pretense and stood at the edge of her desk.
She told him to go ahead and take it and to please
sit down. Me stammered and stuttered innocently
while she realized where her pen was. L'he burst of
laughter from the classroom ieft the flustered teacher
quite speechless.



Prohibition

During the early years of settlement in Manitoba,
proehibition proved to be an interesting and debateabie
topic among the pioneers. Discrepancy prevailed in
Baldur and district as well as in other parts of the
province. Sarcastic letters and bitter retorts occupied
much space in the local newspaper. Evidence of this
problem appeared in the fodrm of temperance groups such

as the Ww-C.T.U~ (Womens' Christian Temperance Uniong)
and the 1-0.G.T. ( International Order of Cood Templers)
often referred to as the I I Often Get Tight" Zroup.

4 early as 1898 there appeqred in the local news-
paper a series of letters concerning the forthecoming
prohibition vote. In a letter to the editor ,cnnecerning
a vote to be held on September the 29, a gentleman from
Pilot Mound criticigzes the three year old votars list,
and the bad time of the year in which to hold & public
vote. He urged men to vote regardless of the harvest,
for he felt that the women would he out in full foree.
The vote aimed at proving that there was a large
majority of prohibitionists.

“Yn September the 15. a report from the government
showed that the drink bill in Canada was estimated
at forty million dollars, equal to twice the volumn of
all the sheese and butter exported in the country.

Large numbers crowded the Methodists Church that
Sunday to hear of the approval of prohibition by the
Reverants Wilson and Clemins. ‘his indicated that a
large majority would support the bill on polling &ay.

Un September 22. a meeting in Belmont was organ-
ized but the government prohibifion speaker failed to
make an appearance. The fodlrwing reply was ublished.

" Would it not be well for the Manitrba Frohibition

Committee in laying out a plan ~f work for a speaker

- make sure that he or she is able to undertake it. It
certainly shows a decided lack »f courtesy to say the

least of 1t, toward the voters to call a special meeting

to be addressed by one ~f their lectureses and then
cooly drop it without a word of explanation or apology%

Letters such asthese illustrate the inbense
feelings of the community,

Rev. Peter Strang favored the prohibi¥ion law and
regretted the lack ~ff open debate nn the subject.

The local optirm prohibition law did not prohibit

the use of alcoho® ~r liquor for medicinal or
scientific purpnses but it prohibited liquor traffic.

Of the oge hundred and fifty eligible voters cnly

fifty-six voted; there being forty-six for and eight
against. This was not counted due to the small percentage
of voters.



It was published ia the "ROLLA STAR" that
three-hundred zallons of quuor were bteling sold by the
three aruz-stores of Langdan. The question was aqaed

"Will prOﬂlblthJ in MBPltODm qllej transfer +the
trade from the qcufl to the dru--.store or ars we
heal+thier peopls than our cousins across the bo *der ?"

We zee the conestanty protests by women's
temperance srouys againet drinking in editorials guch
as "Because of +he dr; weathier and hl”ﬂ wind ths pub
has no beer. g 0pe 1t won 't nappen anlﬂ”:

4 speech from R.P,Reblin on August 10,1899,
revealed thai Jhe vwovincial vevenus from liguor
licencss amounted to %23,000. Fo pointed out the
necegsity of this venue for grants to charitable
institutes, but 0100 recosnized the strong public
sentliment azeainst thie gource of rsvesnue. He guestions
17 a uew source of rzvenude ig avallable. He favored a

fair licence law. He aisc drew their attention to the
fact th=t few prominaz nu gupporuers of restrictive
legislation would carry on a prosecution agalnst a
violater of the pres nt rezulation. He concludse his
Spsech by sayiag ”nhe men wno did the work of in-
forming on behalf of the Smherance assoclations were
the Lowsst and moz . conta 2npuabls characters 4o be
found in the community "

The W.00.7.U. ou November of this year
anncuncecd thelr inteutions or holding a parTOur gocial
in ald of the "Doow of 7 iepe’ . This had "or its object
the re sdeening of the ﬂerr ‘led and inebriste women of
Winnipsq, Jruty & 13humb¢3 Worg and wortay ne sympathy
and support of £11.

LI - T 1
Me feyw frdi

- F who amass wealth by the

ra n liauor iau L efforts of Teuperance
Peonivlit L Arsess ourges to mankiiand. The
: “aats vo obtain apolidion of
aidic
2900 cas ligoor Bill recsived the
Locars Law. in September the same
WuR l'ecglived by Ottawa aszins for one
e
07t mExmifeciure,; importation and sale

. aluvcheiic Tiguors for a local option
vote snowed tust public opinion was def initly for the
prohibition, O

Liberty to :uch of

i rmit the fulleset of
tage provincesg ze descirve +o Lass Aasg w1tn1n their resp-
“chtive jurdsdiction a rrchitary law,
The goverment declinza the firet alternativs.
Belmont news iten 1901,

"On Friday last we were trcated bo the sifht which
1s becoming far tco comasn in thig town, of a drunken
man or two around the strests, Wnether the exhileration
came from one of +hsa num2“0us C.0.0."s which come to

tnis tovn or fron ome 0f the LLlad pigs which are said
to be found in more than one corner we can not tell-
But & drunksn pap is beLiz & Tool. and a nuisance andéd it



is tlme he changed his ways,as well as the man who for
a few miserable quarters runs a hip-pocket saloon'.

The problem wes now becoming more polgnant and
was receiving more attention. The year 1902 was a minor
crisis in the struggle for prohibition.

After the first reading in Ontario of a
prohibition bill, it was decided to submit a referendem
on Qctober 14 thet vear. To maks the pill valid, the
votee cast for must =xceed one-half the total votes
cast in the general election of 1902. Compensation
would be postponsd until results of the referendum
were racelved,

A February editorial showed ths willingnees
of the government to forfeat thei374,000 revenus from
liguor providing the evil consequence of intsmperance
could te prevented.

Aletter from an abstalning ministsr revealed
the Reverent's feelinegs that prohibltion would take
away the Christian liberty of man. He felt that no
man hed & right to do that.

The new liquor votes was nroposed by the Toriss.
The public felt that the “ories would vote no to help
the government out of a dllema and the Liberals would
no because it wase not their act.

LIQUOR LCT APRIL ¥, LOOZ2

For—--1%,301 Azzinst.--20,067
Majority zgzeinst--6766

ARGYLE FOKR AGATNST
Glenora 2 3
Marrinzhurst 15 9]
McQuarrie 13 23
Bannerman's 14 14
Stephensens 9 4
wastons 4 3
Belmont 51 66
Yellowliea's 8 19
Craige 7 3
Baldur 43 58
Playfairs 14 10
fGrund 26 6
Bru 14 28
Hilton 9 26
Clifton Bank 17 &
Total 251 269

Belmont quote.May Tifth.

4 stranse and mysterious =zentleman arrived
in Belmont a few days ago. Suddenly a whisper wsni
around the sacred circle that he was a liquor detective
or "gspotter'". Gresat was the consternation among the
faithful whose rightsous souls would mot tolerate
such a vile character among them. Threabs of personnal
violence was made and the poor innocent man was
refused émployment. We hope 1t was not these temper-



ence cranks that interferred with the personal liberity
of a peaceful subject in this fashion. Who was afraid o
of the mysterious gentleman? Are we living in the
tweflth or twentieth century?

Belmont reported in September that vpzople
intended to busi open local option. ON December 4 the
following appeared in the paper; "Those who intend to
bust that local optlon law should not dépend on that
licenced hetel for their Christmas supply of liguor.”

In 1903 court cases were published of liquor violatioms
violations., The Gotienburyg system was introduced as a ¢
compromlse to the Temperance people.

The #acdonald Liguor 4acth of iMarch 13/1916, was
voted dry and the %.C.T.U. wore triumphant. In the
darch edition of the Baldur Gazette the followlng ltean
appearead,

"4 lot of us poor mortals will soon be zolnz
round with our tonsues hanging out when ths warm
weather arrives. Oh 1t will be dry"

"Glenora votzd dry alri:ht but somz of our
voun ; ladisg indul :z in "Porter'.

’ " But conditions seemed to improve and in & later
edlition the following passase appearsd.

"Some of the ladies are now indulging in auto
rides and forgetting all about "Porter".

On May 18 the W.C.T.U. celebrated thelr
victory of the passing of the Prohibltaop Legislation
witnh & TEA PARTY .



PASHICH CHANGHS 1rbid =156

Atvles of Noth wmen's snd Women's clothes have chznged
gre:ztly since Confeder: tion. In 1867 the (resses Were full
zné right down to the flcor. Inl 196% the cresses sre Tight
and sdove the knes. s SiNENN

This is =n -iternoon
dress worn in 186%. It was
srohsdly hznd-mede Irom
mzteriz] loomel ¢t Lome.

How the mini s¥irt"
is worn wy stylish youiy
~eozle. These shirts (znd
tue "soor boy" swe:zters
that usually acoomzany
them) =zie m:zGe, with
hundéreds of others, in
s modern fzciory.

o IR IS SO
AT oo‘

i



oL thue

11-cresged
d-victorizn
femily strolil.

X WZ
sentleman

1860's.
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By 19CC the B-
curve wag in. It :
wgs built right in /. (&

.l

to the dress, and \V
the skirts swest
the floor, In 1915 the drssses |-

L

were shorter. The
bhouffent gkirt wos
in. Colizars were
wrazsed to the esr
tizs, snd hats were
small and tall.

i
4
I/

LaFT: During the roering
twenties, the waigt-
lines droz-ed, the
skirts were fairly
gshort, with =
strezight line

firom snhouldexr

to hem.

" LBCVE: .fter the
=econd Werld Vasr,
hemlines bhez:zn to
rise, zné the tall

; sleck look wos in,

wzistline rose

anc the hem fell.

The dkirts were

strzight snd

rezched pelow the
czlf,

IGET: In the 1630's
he



Women wore long dresses until ziter 1904 when the long
skirt was confemned. On Sectember 15, 1504, E.}M. Simpson,
chairman of the mrovinciazl boaréd oi heslth for Kenitoha said
in his officizl resort:.

".nother medium of disezse ianfection is the trailing skirt.
It is not only &n encumbersnce to freedom of movement, but 1t
is z cositive menzce and danger.”

It wzs mrovel by Dr. Ces:zrsndi of Rome thst large
cclonies of noxious germs, including those of influenza, T3,
tyshoid fever ant tebsnus are picked u: by s vwomen's skirt
after only an hour of wslking on the street. Also in The
1804 Beldiur G:zette, it ststecd that:

", ..While desierztely jrzetiezl, nothing moere unpre-
~ossessing in the way of feminine aress could he imsgiaced
then the Switzerl:znd costume -- the tiousers.”

T wonder whzt the stylish l:zdies of 1867 would think of
us now if they ssw the "hinsters" we wesr (0day..s
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SHIRT-WALST HMal AND NAT-ATIST GIRL

The shirt-waist man and the net-waist girl
Go hand-in-hand to-day,

And the people year after year keep on
Throwing their clothes awav.

The coat and the vest are tossed aside,
End where is the fleecy shawl?

Qur clothes get thinner and fewer -- what
Will be the end of it all?

Chi what will the shirt-waist man take next,
From the things he has to wear,

And what will the net-waist girl take off
From the shoulders now half bare?

The shirt-waist man and the net-waist girl
Go rolicking down the way --

Have we started a style that is going to end
With the old fig leaf some day?



ThHE SUPERNATURAL

Baldur and district is floating with stories of ghosts
and apparitions. The trouble is thet most people refuse
to tell them when they ars to be written down in a book.
These stories exist wherever vou go anywhere in ths world.
We have heen lucky enough to dig up sevesral which we will
put on record here,

ICELANDIC
There ars many old Icelanders, who at the twilight of

days when the weether is most beautiful, have sat and mused
at the delightful antics of the "Huldufolk". These "little
people™ were wont to dance and make marry right here in
Beldur; but oh! how thev sulked when meny a knoll in veacant
lots becams the object of construction. However, nct taing
their characteristic to be depressed in spirit, they soon
acame adjusted to new locations-particulerly the grassy
knolls, elsewhere, among the daisies, violets, and perheps
an odd dandelion. Thus was the lovely world of one dear old
lady of Baldur, who often told of these delipghtful folk,
"as she gezad upon the inward eye; which is the bliss of
solitude."

IRISH

An TIrish jockey, Jack Burns, Jesse Cramer's uncle,
came to Cenada and Baldur district in 1898 to work for
Thomas Cramer who lived where Walter Paddock lives now.
He used to come to town to play cards with a bachelor named
Stratford who was an insurance &gent, who lived in Dave
Mesney's house, One Christmas, Burns, who was not easily
frightened, came home white as a sheet. As he was coming
cross country from Stratford's, he kept hearing sleigh
bells following him but he knew this wes impossible. As
he walded he could hear them behind him but es scon os he
stopped the night eir was quiet., He started running but
thay came et him again. He stopped; they stopped. He turned
and ran until he got home. The reason for the bells remains
a mystery even today.

MID _EUROPEAN

During the 1920's two families lived nortk of Baldur.
Thess families were extremely close, so close that they
confided in sach other as to the way they were to be dressed
in their funazrals. As was inevitable, one of the women
in the families died and the funaral date was set. However,
the other woman was not able to attend the funzral so she
sent her husband to meke sure that cverything was as it should
be. Thereafter, the dead woman appe~red im apparitions to
her friend and told her all important family news days before
anyone else in the family received word to that effect.

ICELANLIC

Around the cantury an Icelandic femily iived on
31-5~14, north weet of Baldur. During one summer a yocung
girl saw th2 local pedlar come up the road and go to the
house, Sha ran to the barn to tell her father that the
pedlar was at the house. He walked to the house and asked



his wife where the pedlar was. She told him that there had
bean no ohe thare that afternoon. The father asked his
daughter to explain what the man cocked like and what

he wore. She told him he was wearing a suit she had pvever
sean befere and described him from head to toe. The next
day the pedlar walked up the road just as the little girl
had described him and at the same time. When questioned,
he told them thaet he had bsen miles away the day before at
that time.

SCOTTISY

"Once night about ten to eleven, I was sick with a
headache so I was not yet asleep. I had to get up for
something and when I got bacl: into bed I saw & death
warning. On the other side of the bed was a chair and just
as I was laying down, I hsard a loud noise just es though
the chair had dropped four feat. There was a lamp sitting
on the chair and the flame was flaring up to the top of the
chimney. A glass'of water was sitting beside the lamp and
the water [ %% vs rippling as though someons was shaking
it.- One voung man who wes sleeping in th: other rcocm heard
the noise, too, and hurried tc th: room to ask what happened.
Just then the voung man's fether in the oppesite room bagan
to moan hideously. We went in to sec what was wrong butb
found him delerious. He kept up this horrikhle sound all
night and all th: next day end at the exact time as I had
seer the death warning the pravious night, the voung man's
fether died."

ENGLISH

On a small homest:ad southzast of Baldur & family of
six and a& boarding teacher lived in e small cabin. One
avening one of their son's, who was sixtzen years-old at the
tire, was out in the stable doing the chores when he noticad
that the house was on firz. A coal oil csn in the porch
opening on the only door in or out of the house had somehow
caught on fire. He worked frentically trying to save the
trapped people but it was no use; he couldn't get in ang
they couldn't gzt out. All six victims died in hell-fire.
The only thing that remained was the charred foundation.

It is said that at certein times of the year one can
see the father's ghost walking slowly across the fields
carrying a lighted lantern which guides him to the place
where once was his home,
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DID YOU KNOW 7

The Rev., Mr., Cooper peddsled to his Hclland and Cypress
parishes on a 3-wheeled bicycle set on the railroad track.

~ that the chicken house in Boris' back yard was the first

el

"Baldur Exchange”/ It was operatsd by A.W. Playfair who
was a grain buyer.

b Cramer got all dressad up in a suit and tie to meet
the first train coming in to Baldur and his son Ab got
all dressed up to meet the last passenger train out.

that Sir John A. MacDonald spoke at a political meeting
in Pilot @Hound in 1886 on the balcony of the Tremont Hotel,

that premier John Norquay met the farmers of 5-14 district
for a rowdy political rally in 1886. He was 4 Indian and
% Scotch.

that Pauline Johnson came to Baldur in 1898 reading some
of her own poems and telling with grcat beauty the legends
of her people.

that in somebody's dusty attic there is a telegram from
{ing Edward V11 to the citizens of Baldur thanking them
for their expression of sympathy on the death of his
mother Queen Victoria.

that Belmont picnics used to feature horse races, swimming
races, fat mens’ dashes and greasy pole welking contests.

that the "ng zrlagsrrpractice of gum-chewing seems to have
bzcome quite a mania with the fair daughters of Baldur,
causing their once pretty features to become broadened
and altogether coarse.

that on July 19, 1898 "lightning struck the residence of
lir. Gudnasson of Grund, wrecking it badly and destroying
the furniture. Strenge to relate none of the immates
were injured in the slightest degree.m

+ that durling an 1898 picnic at Grund, there was reported

a "case of moonstroke: one of the neighboring pedagogues,
in order to elude the festive mosquito, stowed himself
away for the night in a pianc case.V

that Baldur used to produce as meny as 100 passengars
for the excursion trains to Brandon for the fair.

that Baldur ra:sidents were warned against "a nefariocus
vagabond, one John Roberts, batter known as c¢rcck, bum,
spornger, and falsifier who has victimized our town for the
past two months and bilked its citizens of &11.75 plus a
months' free board. He is warned privately toc leave

town for the good of his health and makes tracks for
Glenboro."
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thrt "on lionday just ¢s the N.P. trein was about to pull
out, & woman rushad up to Miss Gudlogsson asking her to
hold her haby until she got her ticket renewed. The train
moved off and Miss Gudlogsson, thinking the mother would
soon aprear, held the child, Inquiries were mede and the
mother had diseppeared. Tucked in the child's dress was
found & letter and $20, The letter asked that the child
be token care of M

thet Belmont Cricket Club were Provincial Champs.

that 2 man who shot himself is reported in the Gazette as
having "received the contents of a shotgun.!

that "we witnessed a case of most flogrent cruelty and
abuse, to that petient but much abused animal, the horse,
The scene was enacted on our Main Street, in sight of
saverel citizens, who allowed the poor dumb brute to be
ummercifully pounded while lying prone.in the middle of
the road.™

"two constables passed through Baldur on a freight train
Seturday returning to Manitou with a horsethief they hed
captured in Brandon."

that the Beldur citizens of 1899 tried hard to get enough
names on a petition to support & trevelling library in
town.

that members of a Roysl Commission came to Baldur to in-
vestigate charges that the elevetors enjoyed a moncpoly
in the purchase of grein.

that "during the lass weck our hitherto tranquil community
has be:n rudely disturbad by rumors of a ghost aprerring
to several at the home of 2 young bachelor...the nightly
visitant is a headless spectre enveloped in the customary
white sheet...cerrying # light and cf Titanic proportions.™

that the Womens Christian Tempsrance Union was advocating

a fine of ¢2. for eny orpenization promoting the "pernicious
practice of raffling' and a fine of $25. to anvone buying

a raffle ticket.

thaet the local supporsers of the Greenway Government
celebrated his victory with parages on Main Street blowing
tin horns and bugles and building bonfires and the losers
laid a charge thet extra ballots had bean distributed by the
Greenway CGovernment.

that all meil bags used to contein 2 big wad of cotton
batten sctursted with disinfectant to prevent carrying
epidemics from one town to ancther.

that flocks of Indians in their colourful red blankets
roamed tha town for » few davs everv spring.



that instead of going to church on Sunday "a few of the
congregation were attracted by a binder-twine side show
outside where & number of young people were cutting-up
with large rolls of 'blue caps', skipring, playing horse
and lassoing gophers, etc. much to the annoyance of the
worshippers within. This practice, together with others
which are becoming only toc comron cannot he teo sevarely
censured,”

that "two young Belmont blades, going cycling one Sunday
started from Belmont to Grund, ovar the sands to Stockton,
veering south, they struck Wawanesa for breakfast, then
home by way of Hilton and Belmont, arriving here in time
for church.”

that "a young lady and gentleman cycling from Glenboro to
Belmont were over four hours on the way?!"

that "H.. Davidson, our enterprising young jeweller left
here on his wheel for Winnipsg by way of Portage and
covered over rough roads and other inconveniences 112
miles per day."

thet the initvial edition of the Gazette, dated June 30, 1898,
is peacefully sleeping in a tomatoe can, sealed in the
foundation stone of the new residencs of Alf Laslie, to
be uncarthed to generstions yet unbOrn.(R.BrihhvvcﬂfﬂsF;rf>
SE 2414 -

that the editor of 'tha Baldur Gazette, after witnessing
a patient for the Brandon asylum passing through Baldur
had this to say:

"Considerable sympathy was expressed for the man who,
though out of his mind had not the aprearance or demeaner
of a dangerous charactar. In spite of this, besides heving
his arms lashed tightly to his body, his wrists were con-
fined in cruvel and painful links and the poor victim's
wrists bore the harrowing imprints of the unpadded irons
-« <Why do not the authorities appoint persons not devoid
of human sympathy to prevent wantonly inflicting torture
on a demented fellow being,™

that Baldur's first and for years only street lamp was
put up in front of Curtis' store end was calied a fibeacon
to a number of our young men whose 'busincss engagements!
necessitate them returning after dark.®

new series of Victorien Readers have arrived and comprise
a majority of the old favorite selections, with a few from
the modern writers. As an example, in the fourteenth

book is found "The Song My Paddle Sings" by the celebrated
Indian poetess, Pauline Johnson.

that a "fox hunt with a dozen riders and seventeen hounds
will take place here shortly.”

that on account of the difference in the price of wheat
between here and Glenboro, the N.P, will pive grain cars



to all farrmers who desire to ship their own wheat, and
these cars will be supplied tc them in preference to the
Elevator Companies if the latter do not mect prices.

J. Josephson, eight miles north east of here suffered

a heavy loss by the storm on Saturday night. In an old

barn he had his entire flock of sheep, forty in number,
housed for the night. In the thickest of the raging storm
of wind, snow and rain, the building was struck by lightning
and was soon cne lurid mass of flames. All attempts to
extinguish the fire were futile and the couped up animals
could not be released.

that Baldur turned cut in great numhers te thé travelling
art gallery in 18987

that the splitting of the atom was demonstrated in 1929
but "the discovery has no present commercial use."

the followers of the notorious Brigham Young visited
Belmont but could gein no converts...they failed to secure
a place to levture in,..

that telephone communications between Baldur and Greenway
stores began in 1889,

that lots on 2nd street were selling for $15., (10% off
for cash) in 1898.

that hunters from Baldur wers very unpopular in Huntly
and Grund on the grounds that the Baldur bcys were in-
vading their territory.

that a daring daylight robbery of the municipal office
occured in 1899. The clerk, John Harrower was gagged and
bound and $700. of municipal funds were stolen.

that while Baldur did not have Jack the Ripper "we have
something ncarly a&s bad -- we heve got a Jaek she Kisser.!
the fishing and wood-cutting half-breed syndicate are
still flourishing on the hanks cof Rock Lake.

that the first rink in Baldur was built in 1899 at =
cost of $600.

that a men's "Fine A1l Wool Tweed" overcoat sold for
$6.00 in 1898 ?

that Dr. Cleghorn wrote weekly articles in the Baldur
Gazette cducating the public on the contrel of communicable
dissases and the evils of contaminstion.

that Baldur's first fire cccured in 1899, when the Bekery
and Confectionary burnt to the ground. The stock was
covered by $200, insurance.



-~ in 1898, that children from six to eight vears cld should
not be expected to occupy their total school time in work.
"time spent in singing cheerful songs and in calisthenic
exercises will relieve the mind.,.and lesves the pupils
freshened to resume studies...young children can suffer
from headaches and nervous disorders, too,"

- that one Baldurite's resctiocn to a socialist advocate in
town appeared in the Baldur Gazette in the following
words "you poor little puling growler, the recson thet
you are alive today is thet vour cercess is not worth
putting shot into, or ycur skin worth taking off, or vour
breed would have been extinct long ago."

- that the wife of 2 men named kicon presented him with a
new son. That was a new hoon. The father celebrated the
event by getting full. That was a full Moon, When he
awoke from his stupor, all he had loft was 25¢. That
was the last querter. His mother-in-law went after him end
he experienced total eclipse,

~"A pig owned by Mr. T. Sexsmith committed suicide the other
day by plunging into a lske. The pocr porker wes not well .
and after pining around the house, deshed out and deliberately
made for the lake wherc it ended its existence.”

- that as soon as Pramier Greenway's béll arrived, some
little boys initiated it at midnight, waking the whole
town up in a panic.

- that a ten day Methodist tent meeting (revival mecting)
was held at Belmont in June of 1899,

- that "Captain Hilliard and his band of musicians set out
from the N,P. Hotel for a2 moonlight excursion on Mud Creek
in the suburbs of the town., At the head of the parade
the stetely Hilliard, wielding the baton to the stirring
strains of 'The Protestant Boys' from the band behind.
when they reached the English Church, they did 2 quick
right wheel and procezsded to the wharf where a small vessel
awaited them., The voyage down stream was enlivened by
suitable selections from the orchestra,”

- that "the firm of J. Playfair and Son have just got in =a
full stock of coffins, One of cur citizens sugg:ested
thet it wes on account of having two Drs. in town. We
think it rather a ghastly joke."

~ that the cornerstone for the Fowler Block wes laid in 1899
and a copy of the Gazette and the Winnipeg Free Press was
enclosed in it.

- tgat Baldur Latin studenss were quoting the following in
1899:
Jackibus Kissibus
Pratty girlorum
Girlibus likibus
Wanti sommorum.



~ That a Red River Cart could be made thus:

"Made of well seasoned wood with out & particle of iron
fhout ft, it was a mervel of mechenism. It consisted
of twe rourh shafts, celled by the settlers trams, twelve
feat long, worked out of oek, and with cross-pieces firmly
morticed into them. The two ocuter cnes bezing about six
fset apart, form the foundation. Holes are bored into
the upper surface of the trams rnd twe railed pieces
are correspondingly bored and fitted upon the rails.
Boards ere fastened upon the thre: cross-pieces forming
the bottom, #nd with tail, front end side boards fitted
on the body of the cert, it is complet:. The great
lumbering wheels, consisting of knave, of spokes and
felloes, are of oak, rough hewn. The felloes sre about
five inches wide, the whesl five feet high. They are
very much dished, giving greater steadiness to the cart
in going on 2 sidling road. They pass over soft end
swanpy ground where wagon wheals would almost sink
out of sight. The axle is, after the whecl, the nmost
i :portent part and is mede of ocak. The axle having to
baar the weight of the heavy load, requires to he carefully
made #nd then to be well trimmed and adjustsd to pruvent
friction. The axle is lashed to the cert with dampenad
shaggenappe, which shrinks and so holds it Ffirmly, Five
or s£ix of thesz axles ere used up on & trip. They are
manufactured as thev are nesded on the way. The cart is
drawn by #n ox or Indian pony.Y

- that a number of Baldur residents travelled t¢ Winnipeg
in 1901, to hear a voung veteran of the Boer War; one,
Lr. Winston Spenser Churchill, speck on his capture by

. the Boers and his exciting escape from Pretoria.

- that the Curtis Hell chenged its name to the Viectoria
Hall in 1901 in memory of "our late baloved Queen."

- that the new Curtis Block fis brilliantly lighted by
a Safety Acetylens Ges plant the light being nearly
white and of great power...owing to the pureness of
the light it is nossgible to detect any color daesirad
in Tthe dry pouds department.

-~ thet infinite injury is done to the memory by the habit
of loading it with metter thet is seldom or never
recelled. This is the unfortunste character of much
cf the reeding of the present day, which hes for its
object merely the satisfaction of mcomentary curiosity.

~ thet there was a lot of agitation here by 1900 to es-
tsblish a hospital in Baldur.

- thet the Icelenders founded "The Island Society' in 1893
with the cbject of supplying literary works in Tcelandic,
Norwegian, Swedish, and English to people who might
not otherwise be in a position to procure good literature.



that a school teacher who had boxed the ears of a pupil
rather more severely than the mother of the child thought
best got this note sent to her: #Nature has provided a
prover place for the punishment of a boy, and it is not
his ear. I will thank you to wuse it hereafteri,

that William Schultz of Baldur had a travelling dry-goods
store to serve the rural areas,

that the Methodists had a special meeting in 1896 to see
what could be done teo step the alarming craze of dancing
which seemed to grip our voung people,

that the Methodist Advecate of 1901 complained: e bounce
a fellow out of our church if he goes to a ball or the
theatre, but never say a word to the pious scamp who never
plavs hlu debts,

that Bruce M. Waitt in 1900, wrete in to try to convince
people that a road made by the new grading machlne really
was superlor to the old buggy trails.

that bicycle races were exciting and keenly contested
events in our town in 1900,

that the cornerstone of the Curtis Block has silver coins,
a copy of the London Times, and two Baldur Gazettes plus
Tsundry other relics® sealed in it,

that the first annual convention for the teachers of Argyle
was held in 1899, The public were urged to attend, Items
discussed in the 1900 conventicn were:
- temperance in the schools
-~ agitation for government supported school libraries
- how much homework is fair
- the merits of writing public exams
- & request to the Department of Education for any
sort of printed material that could be used in
the class room,

that Frank Schultz planted in 1899 a good many of the
maple trees that .give us a shady walk down towm.

that mail order stores and catalogues were going to be
fithe ruination of the small town business man®,

that James Dale donated his services as teacher free to
the Mirmir Schocl in order to keep it open during the
winter,

that the local teachers had to urge parents tc send their
children to school regularly and bv 1399 the average
attendance in a class of 109 was only 57.



~ thet the following appeared in the Gezette just after
Sl 17070 rrovineiel elaction:

"the politician is my shepherd; I shell not want any
good thing during the campaign. He lerdeth me in the
saloon for my vote's seke; he filleth my peckets with
cigers;, my glase of bhear runncth over. He prepsrath
my ticket for me in the presence of my better judgement.
Yea, though I welk through the mud end the rain to vote
for him and shout myself hoerse when he is elected,
straightwey he forgetteth me; lo, when I mest him in his
own office he knoweth me not; Surely the wocol hath oven
been pulled over mine ey:s all the days of my life, and
I will kick myself forever."

. the annusl 1399 school meeting for Simpson Schecl Division
had this fineancirl report for the year 1899,

Baleance last report 1.74
Legislative grant 261.30
Taxes 1998 143,00
Promissory notes 100.00
Other sources 7.00

Total Receipts 1804,04
Tenchers' saleries 945.05
Fuel 24,90
Repairs and Carsteking 235,02
Secr. wory-treasurer 15,00
Dabenture Acccunt 230.35
Paid on Premissory notes 334,00
Cther eap3nses 12.41

Tctel expenditure 1796.73
Balance November 15, 1899 : 7.31

Total 1804.,0L

- that "a greet wrve of spontensous patriotism took pos-
session of the town Seturdav., As soon as the relief of
Mafeking boceme generolly known flags wevad from every
building in the town and swrller emblems ware worn by
the citizens. In th: everning a grend processicn formed
up and for an hcour paraded the straets of tha town,
yvelling itself hoerse with cheers for the Queen, singing
patrictic sonps~-the precession wos composzd of paople
on horsebrek, wagon londs of school children, buggies
end hand wogon and sixty cvelists...th: deuenstroticn
closed with & huga bonfire end o dilligent seesrch for
pro-Boars,®

- thet Baldur had Lacrosse, Uricket snd Tennis Clubs in

1898 ?

- thet open house was hald ~t the school during final
exeminsticns so the public could tour the building and
se: the studerts writing their cxanms.



that & local controversy raged for months on the possibility
of Gueen Yictoria being Lutheren.

that by 1901 the teachers were pleading to have only two
anrollment dates per year -- spring and fall.

that this new thceory was malking the rounds - "Cooked food
is the greatest curse of humenity it shortens life and
makes us moral and phvsical degenerates.”

thet Viwodern labor-saving machinery is rapidly being in-
troduced among our farmers. Two gascline engines for
messieurs Ab Cramer and George Playfair were unloaded
here racently, the powers of which will be utilized for
chopping, runring cream separators, and a hundred other
uges.,” 1901

thet "a sermon against Sundey fishing parties is in order
in this district."

that lir. Hosea Josephson celebrated the completion of his
contract for grading the big hill west of town by flying
the Icelandic flag on top of it.

that agitetion for a jail in Baldur began in 1902 with
the following ecrticle:

"This town needs a lock-up. Disorderly conduct and
profens swearing on cur public streets is becoming
altogether too frequent an cccurance, and is exercising
a demoralizing eflect on the voung mind. The penalty
according to By-Law #43 of the bunicipality of Argyle
for drunkeness, disorderly conduct, swearing, obscene,
blasphenous or grossly insulting 1anguage is $20. and
costs or imprisonment not exceeding twenty days.”

that Carrie Bolack was gored by & bull but wes saved by
a little dog biting the bull's nose and leading it away
from the seriously injured girl.
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that land cgents and immigretion commissioners received
letters daily from mothers of young men who had emigrated

from England enclosing sums of money to be given to
their bovs in case they were in hard circumstences.

thet the Merringhurst school wes written #bout in the
fiJournals and SGSS“OD 1 Papers of the Legislature of ,
Menitoba, of 1902. ' As an "&xamplée of an- attiattive,’ g,
intefresting, and instructive model of what rural schools
should be.” The teacher at the time wes hr. V.L. Cocper.

that Mrs, Jesse Cramer's fether built Laure Secord's coffin!



that Pusty corkscrews in temperance towns were scon put
te use again opening "Mother Segal's Scothing Syrup.”

thet 2 cow owned by lLir. T,E, Pocle had a two-headed, six-
legged calf, -

that somebody should write a biography of a1l the colorful
men and women who originally picneered this settlement.,

That time and space and energy are running out and while
we have collected up a few interesting anecdotes of
Argyle, we have had to leave cut a good many more ?
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