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shu Delstu, #0m of Sebastisn Deleau, operdvsd ths iarge farm
er 8, Issire, lived &t Redyers, Sask. In earliier days it
2@ p.ctur'e Lo se¢ six six-horse cutfits going to work in a2
y field, drowd 7 2.m. edch spring day. Gaston reised Percheron
Belgium hories, 2leo beef and deiry cattle. Besides being & succ-
sesful { srmer, .o slso served on the local schosl board and Sifton
council, BMr. vlesu's sudden passing sarly this yesr (1957) closes
& generstion of uhe family, after which the arse is numed.

»  The Rensuld {asily, consisting of two girls and five boys, lived
south of Delesu village, settling im 1892, These Renauld boys will
leng be remembere! s s great threshermsn of the early days., With them
doing the threshiiy for their neighbers fer and neer was Jos. Bertho-
let who cams to ths district in 1892. Mr. Bertholst drove oxen in

the early daye., uith his wifs, they lived on the pressnt Nannon farm,
where they raised their large family of twelve children. Mrs. Bertho-
let and her brothe:, Jules Marcq, lived with their uncle, Lambesrt
Harcq, on the prescat Decock farm,when young. To Hr. and Mrs.
Bertholet we 2rs indobted for amuch of thecearly history of the district.
Other settlers of 1151-92 wers Tom Bird whe hosesteadsd on S.E. 20-
7=23 and John Dunca: whose homasstead was N.VW. 22-7=23, the present
home of Mr. and Mre. Lieyd Duncsn. These @m0 sarly pionsers did con-
siderable cerpentry work, during their first yesrs in the area. The
C.P.R. first chose & site for the village of Deleau on Tom Bird's
land, but he valued tis land too highly, so when Kr. Deleau donated
his land, the preser: site wis chowmen. John Dunceén was resvs of
Sifton Munlicipelity in the early days. The femily moved to Brendon
around 191C., The lrsland brothers came early in 1882 end spent the
remainder of thelr ‘ives in the district. Andrew homesteadsd 32732
where his son Andy, now lives. Their faranms, Mr. and Mrs. George
Ireland, Homestsadei on 34-7-23 a little later on. Somes members of
the Alex and Davs lreland families atill live in the Delecau area.

At the turn of “he century we have more families who settled in
this area. The Ivan Decock family ceme in 1902 from Belgium, and
f d their large lnlding for years. Their youngest son Frank is
prosently in the stors business in Deleau, and owns some of the fare-
and still, The Paul Nannon family, who settled in 1905 on their
farm, southwsst of Delsau, ceme from Belgium, snd are now retired,
iiving in Deleau. Their son Maurice operates the old farm,

The Jules Msrcq fauily settled in 1904. Mr. Marcq now living with
bis younger son on the old farm., Albert runs s gerage in the vil ge.
and Mrs. Con Hardy took up residence in the village im 1907. Mr.
Herdy bought graim for some ysars, and later becime postmaster,until
Joe Turcotte took his place. Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Robson came to the
Dalesu district in 1911, aectlinf on the Lockhert farm northwest of
the village, wheres they were active in church und community life. Mr.
d Mre. G. Allen who cams from Englend around 1899, wag a blacksmith

village later taking u farning.\ Oud prefessional asn who
1lla

ed on & farm porthwest of Delean ¥ ge a8 Dr, Larose, who, it
mderstood, practiced in Lhis area. His wil's was & pioneer teacher
Schood The Lspenns femily wers smong the first settlers,
opexating &.stors and slso the post office, His one son,
* homseteading on the section which is now the home of
Clayton Cenning. 4 Mr. Lapanne was the first photo-

1R Usieau.
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name “Menteith Union.® The Magwood family settled in Cameron
Municipality nearby, with the children attending Menteith Schoo
william Megggod was the first white baby born in the district in

the year 1 , o the farm where Mr. and Mrs. Jim Woodcokk now ra-
side. William Magwood,now living in Winnipeg, spends some time
each summer on the old homestead.

Alfred Andrews, a pioneer of 1882, came from Ontario, secured
his homestead and joined the group of neighbour bachelors, In 1887
he returned to Ontaric, and later that year arrived back west with
his bride, Annie Robson., Always intersested in horticulture, tree-
planting and gardening were his main hobbies. The tree seed plot
he planted still stands. From this plot he landscaped his home
yard, and also the farm, with maple trees. His farm home,lawn and
gérden were avarded first prizs one yesr by the C.P.R. for the
division, the reilroad being near his home.

Gardiner Scharff came from the east to Port Garry in 1874,
making the journey on foot and by wanoe or boet. He stayed for the
summer and then returned to Ontario. In 1885, he ceme back and
secured & homestead, where he lived with his flnlly for the remain-
der of his 1life. His son John, his wifé end family now live on the
0ld homestead. An elder soa, Delmer, was an outstanding mechanie
of the Hartney district, and is remembered for his many years of
operating his threshing machine throughout the area,

Mr. and krs. Fred West, pioneers of the early 80's lived nesr
the present Denbow C.P.R. siding. Then arcund 1890 they moved to
their homestead, the N.R. Jasper home¢ Bater, on which Mr. and Mrs.
Wes. Jasper now reside. Mrs.West had very feu white women tc keep
her company. She cared for some of the bachelors needs, baking
bread, etc. Thae West family moved to Alberts in 1912,

William Robson and hkis bride, accompanied by his sister Mary,
later Mrs. Wm. Brooke, &rrived in Manitobs from Onterio in the
spring of 1889, their destination being Griswold, Man. For @
while they lived with his sister ,Mra. Alfred Andrews, and also
worked on the railway line which was being laid near Wawanesa,
Later that year he hblped with the harvest on the farm of John
Duncan. Mr. and Mrs. Robson moved ©o their homestead,16-7-23,
wSweet Sixteen®™ Stock Farw, and remained thers until retiring in
1932, They were always interested in farming end with their family
operated lerge farm holdings. Their four sons took training at
the Manitoba Agricultural College, one receiving his degree, and
their two daughters received degrees in Home Econcmics. These
pionesrs were ardent church members. Mr. Robscn was the first sup-
erintendent of Bethel Sundey School, which was held first in the
homes before the church was built, He served &8s councillor and
reeve of Sifton Municipality, later 5iving leadership in the or-
ganized farm mdvements, the U.C.G.] U.F.M.? and M.F.A.C.. le
kelped Lo establish the hartnsy Consumers Co-operative. His term
in the provincial Lsgislature as an Independent, from 1920-22,
indicated his sincerity of purpose, Mra. Robson is the remaining
pioneer of the early days, and spends much time in her home on
the old homstead, where har youngest son and family live.
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For recreation, the plonse

in sleigh loads, having fun and enjoyment at ir psrties
Eng parties were enjcyed on Plum Creek and the James Lan
spe

. " & 3
T don hodier homas
'S @l AN THesr ACae S,

cially snjoyed was the hospitality of Mr. and Mrs. Ca Y:
after skating. Skating parties to Hartney rink were frequent,
the young folk driving in cutters and sleigh loads, The home of
Mr. and Mrs. W. J. Jasper was 2 half-way stopping place. The local
boys particdpated in baseball games, providing healthy entertain-
ment in the early 1900's. Later a Bethel Basepall Club was formed
the boys wearing green and whits wmiforms. R. Brigham was manager
of the club., Today the bows at Deletu hsve a fastball team and
the girls a2 softball club.

Happy times were held on the sandhills , one mile north of
Deleau, whers thers was a tobogann slide. Coal oil and gas lanterns
1it the hill and slide, and old and young folk rode their tobog-
gans, sleds and even scoop shovels, down the trail. The late Mr.
ans Mre. J.L. Gorden chapercned the groups, and were on hand if
any injury occurred. This spot was named "Gordon Heighta."™ The
Bethsl annual gicnic and ice-cream social were gey times, as was
also the anmnual fowl dinner and concert. In more recent years
a community club was formed, the socisl events and meetings bein
held in the school suditorium.

Today young and old enjoy the curling rink for their winter
sports, t is situsted on the school grounds and is aveilable
to the pupils.

A project of the Boy's Sunday Scheel Class under the super-
vision of the teacher, Mrs. J.L. Gordon, was the Bethel Plowing
Match, held annuall; for seventeen years. The last plowing match
was beld in 1933, For a few Koaro almost §1,000 was paid for
trophies and prises. The Bethel lsdies served meals for ths event.
In 1933, on the poster is the following advertisement: *Dinner
and supper served for 30 cents, Meals for plowmen, 20 cents.™

The two world wars affected this area like all others. The
women of the district organized themselvea for war work. In World
war 11, the local Red Cross unit was a very active one. A Red
Cross donation sale was held each year in Delesu village, when as
much as §1,000 to §1,500 was reised. The auctioneer, W.T. Draper,
donated his services. :

On the Bethel and Hartney Rolls of Homor are inscribed the
names of the young men and women of the district, who served in
the world wars.

Deleau Consolideted School No. 785; In & period of eight
yesrs the attendance incressed, and another classroom waas added.
A cresent shaped park of flowers, shrubs and trses were planted
around the schosl goounds. The grounds hava bssn enlarged by
three acres, and the evergreen trees now surround the entire
grounds. A curling rink has been erscted on the schoel grounds,
with an outdoor rink adjacent, providing winter recreuation for the
pupils. A five-room bungalow purchased for & teacherage, provides
accommodation for the teaching staff. A pressnt ssven motor vans
heeted and welleequipped, trsnspurt_the schoel children, The
school has & modest auditorium and lunch bar, wherse social affairs,




concerts and mesting are heild, i 15 me. movie projector hus been
purchigsed recently for classroom inatruction, and for community
entertainment,

local leadership has been given to 4-H Clothing and Calf Clubs,
where members receive useful training, A study group who spent one
season on credit unions, resulted in the organising of the Deleau
Credit Upiox, in l?#%i with Mrs. R.C. Jasper 2s first secratary -

mgnager. Ffrom & small begimning this has expandsed, and now the

Credit Union office is situated inm the town of Hartasy.

Deloap hés two Farm Forum groups. This adult education appeals
to members. The groups bcgnn when the nationsl c:gnnisation Wa s
begun. The forums are held in member's homes, each Monday night
througheut the winter season.

Men of the Delesu district, serving on sthe municipal ceuncil
down the years, are recorded: A Andrew, John Dumcan (reeve), W.J.
Jasper, Ws. Bobson,(reeve), James Duncan, R.H. Bsker, Frank Decock
W.A. A. Canning (Reeve), Geston Deleau, Henry Gatin, X.R? Jasper,
W.A. Walker, E.P. Robson, Victor Logeot.

W GEs W e WA GID G WME WD e W SEe

Having lived in Delesu connunitg for 51 years the changes have
been a part of my life. The second Genersation ef Fremch folk spesk
English fluently snd this his given us & common ground for a num-
ber of years. Coming together in schoel and social sctivities has
dons much for the twe ups. The Jewish families of Breen and
Kaufman #nd the Ukreinien family, Mr. and Mrs. ¥. Olenick and three
children contridbuted very much to the community life at this time.
Mr. louis Ereen buiit & new store in Deleau village in the year

1927 which aise heused their medern butcher shop sand from thisz e
Bzef Ring was sstablished which ssrved the community well and ex-
terided in 8l) directions. Thi= well equipped store was a mervellous
help te all, especislly during the “hungiry thirties.® Mr. Breen
also did @ thriving business in Hay, Cordwood, and Livestock ,
which provided a market for the farmers. Mr. and Mrs. Frank Kaufman
were partpers and wers also resl community citisens. Their child-
ren were great scholars and are distinctive Proffssional citizens
today. Mr. Ses breen wue among those on the Queen‘’s Homor list of
Q.Cs, ghiintnaa 19%6. Dr. Reuben Kaufmen has distinguished himself
- in medicine.

At his retireasent, the lste Mr. Hreen sold his business to the
farmers of the Community when Delweii Co-cp was organised. After
some five ysars of eperation this business was dissclved and the
late F, Degtock purchased the husiness. A second store operated
for someVaituated beside the new Righway Mo. 2. Frunk Lepard, also
Gerry Megaflfin and (. Frattingar wers owners of this store. Later
this store wes woved and rerovetsd &nd is the well equipped store
in the villags today owned and opereatved by Mr. and Mrs. E. Colp
and family. :




The late Mr., and Mrs. Con Hardy cpersted the post officd for
many years. Thelr pessing was & grest loss to the area. Succeed-
ing Mr. Herdy as Postmester was Joe Tureotte and later Ed Meascon
of Oak Lake whe retired due to ill health. Mrs, Ron Mascon is the
srcsont Poat Mistrees. Ron opersted @ Carage and heasg a Feed Lot

leaning Equipment business.

Mr. Jules Marcq is the remdining pioneer of Delssu community
und still lives on the old farm with his son Gaston, wife and
family., The only descendants of the pioneers now living in Delesu
village ére Mr, and Mrs. Rene Blanchard snd dasughter Beverley,

#r., and Mrs. Joe Bauche and family, Mr. snd Mrs, Albert Delesu and
family, the Abrev Bres. Shermen and Bd, Mr. and Mrs. Ron Masson
and son and Mr. and Mre Earle Robson.

The Consolideted School in Deleau village was & strong and
influenc factor in the lives of all mitisens,during the years
1920 .- 1965. The youth received their Elsmentary and High School
sducation and it is doubtful if all the children would have had
this opportunity sithout this school. It is with pride we remember
our girls and boys who went on to become teachers, nurses, home
economists, a doctor & lawyer, business amen é&nd aucccaafui farmers
with and without Degrees in Agriculture. The school provided a
moetinf place for most activites. A Community Cludb operatedffor
severel yesdrs and the social sctivities of this club were held in
the School Auditorium, as wers those of the Curliing Club in later
years. Poiitical and business meetings were 2lgso held herc- in
fact ev ing centred around the school with the exception of
.the Church lifs.

A briof Histery of the Scheol will recall to our memoties
the real contribution seme of cur pioneers made for their generat-
ion of young people. FAGESSEE 13

U _CON

The Consclidation st Deleau wis the amalgamation of three one-
roomed schools, namely Delesu, Maffam and Menteith. Maffam School
District wes formed in 1893, the sclicol being built on west side
of Secticn 3-8-23 W.lL. Menteith Scicol District was formed in
1890, the school built on the N.W.} of 12-7-23 W.l. Deleau School
District was formed in 1890, the schvol built én the village of
Delsa2u on the S.¥W. & of 20-5—23 W.l.

About 1912 the comsolidation o8 suwell schéol districts wes
introduced in #anitoba and by 1918 iuterest in the formation of a
larger School District began to deve.op in the three mentioned
School Districts. Under the leadersilip of the the late Williem
Robson the three school districts voted for Comsolidation in
August 1919 by a majority of 3 te . .

Classes were held in Bethel Church Annex until the new shhool
was buiit and ready. On December 1,1919 & ratepayers meeting was
held in the 0ld Deleau School to slect a board of five trustees.







A girl's softball csem wes maintained fMSr seversl year
Fastball Club are still holding forth is tournments wit
ing towna and districta.

(ne annusl svent of the schoo]l that everyone enjoyed and which
kept unity in the district was the Christmas Concert held im the
Auditoriua when the rosm was leterally packed. Here, parants and
friends saw the interest and effort given by the teschers, who werse
largely responsible for the fine programs presented. School Offic-
ials today tell us these concerts were @8 waste of time in school.
;herc are those today who miss this feature of School 1lifs of the

ﬂlt. y X

During the 1life of the Consolidated School at Delesu, there
were 67 teachers, 54 Van Drivers, 14 Caretakers and 4 Secretary-
Treasurers empleyed. Two of those teachers new live im our Com-
munity namely Mrs. R.G. Jasper of Bethel Cemmunity and Mrs. J.A.
Mc Dowell of Bnrtno{. 8ix and seven Vans were ussd to transport
the pupils to school.

In 1959 the bi{nchln;o in our achoel district took place when
the Province voted favor of the Larger School Divisions. Souris
Valley Division which included our ares, has their office in Souris
town which is fairly cemtral, PFive trustess and a Secrstary-
Treasurer hold their meetings here. This bsard are responsible
for the educatien and trensportation of all secondary pupils.

Deleau School-ofcrltod as a two-roomed school until June,l963
when the esst half of the school district was tremsferred to Hartney
School District, srbitration, It wes now dscided to operete a&s
a clesed School. e school board was retained and the school :
fin anced vans te transport all pupile to Hartney Schools. B{ 2

" second arbitretion our School District was dissolved én Jume,1965.
The same month the school building and its contents wers sold by
auction., Later in the year the school was dismsntled, the basement
filled in and ground levelled. This naturelly was & sad blow te
the Village of Delesu and Community. F \ D,

Maay interested citisens of the arss wished to keep ' the school
grounds and B:ik and 8o promoted the ides of masking this a Centennial

Project for eau arss, Im July, 1965 the counciilor, E.P. Robson
in co-operation with 8ifron unnieipality were successful in securing
the ownership of the Deleau Comsolidated School site. Thus Deleau
citizens are free to duvalcg this site as & Rosdaide Park, After
receiving permission feom the Governuent Centennial Commission te
procesd with this prejent, &an organisstion meeting was held, when
plans wers made, and work on the project began immediatdly. It is
hoped that it will he complated Bn 1967, Assistance of both Federal
and Provincial Orents along with a 1 mill levy on the District
g:;esanant agg #ll chanmnellad <through the Municipal Office at Oak
8,

Therg a re two svenues of sducation directly commected with
Delesu Consolidated Schoel which was very importanmt to the children




on od and available te all., Omne was the 4H Club Work thet :
meintained for yetrs with our locsl women being the volunteer

Lesders of the Sewing Club. PFor a while there was & Woodwork Cla:
provided b; the school fer the beys; their leaderg wos Rev. A,
Friebert of Hartney United Chureh,

The secend opmrt.unity thet was available to any and all pupils
was that of Piano Music Lessoms. This imstruction was given by
Miss Ninnie Buckley of Menteith, Msny of the pupils #n this class
received their lessons in the school suditorius. Those living near
or adjecent to school were uv:ghz at their homa. Miss Buckley spent
most of two days each week with her Piane Class. This privilege

of using the school during study hours wes gladly grented Miss
Buckley by the school board. ss Buckley also coached her pupils
in the Music Festivels when they were held in Souris end fertney.
Many of the children who learned this music¢ art were able to assist
the teach steff with their programs. The Music Rescitals were
held annually in the month of June in Bethsl Chureh for & number

of years, then later at Deleau School., Following Miss M. Buckley's
teaching, Mrs. M.R. Jasper established & Class of Piano Pu ils,
giving instruction at the school and kept up this good work until
moving from the community.

By 1967 the village of Delesu has grzs the way of all smell
centres, hes become smeller and the f ormer places of business have
ceased to be, with the exception of the post office, genersl stors
and & garage. The Roman Catholic Church continues with one service
& month., No. 2 Highway provides the best of trensportation. A
daily bus operetes from Reston to Winnipeg giving six heurs stop-
over in Winnipeg, which is a real convenience too., The only commun-
ication on our reilroad is one freight each way per week. The section
foreman still lives in Deledu and the rosd is mainteéined by the fore-
mén with one helpsr. This station, mmter-tank, stock yard and -section
house are gone., The grain elevetors were dismantled several years

ago.

At present the hay industry is one of the mein indutries of the
érea. Preiris haystacks to ths north snd west of Deleau indicate
the sise. 3By August and Seppember the hay flats are a ver lovely
view. The J. Jiggens femily heve had one humdred stecks o hay, in
many different ysars. Todey the popular method of trauaporting the
hay to farm yard and alse to market in with a "stéck mover®. It
is not uncommont to see dows of heystacks in and sround farm berne
yards, sspecially where two or three hundred cattle are being fed.
Also we see thousands of bsles of hay, tame and prairie hay, on the
farms, Along with the large cattle industry and some t.rtppinf in
the Lake Ares these are the main industriss, The light sandyloam
of the ares does mot lend itself to lesvy grain producaion, but
beautiful tress, shrubs, gardens and flowsers grow profusely.

Deleau Credit Union Society was moved o Hartney from Dsle2u and
later the name wes changed to Hartney Credit Union. Severel Delsau
members are still comected with this organisation. Many of the
Delesu-Bethel farmers are serving or Co-Operative Boards in Hartney
town. The most recent addition to thess Co~operetives is the store




built in Hartney in 1966 of which most fermers im this a:
members.,

The women of the ares, like the men Folk are now in the Hartney
and Souris orgamisstions servimg ia all educetional and social
interssts as well as religious affiliations.

Today in 1967 the parents of schoel children find theaselves
comausing rogularlg for their children after school hours as the
ﬁ:ﬁil' engage in the activities of the school, ¢.g. football, base-

1, hockey and curling gemes; and with &H Club work and Christéan
Education our families today are quite involved im the town lifg,
We anticipage good results from the big change in our educatbonal
program. With such good facilities more choice of educationel
courses and the broader field of instruction, every child should
b; ag:o to find his or her niche and fit themselves for the gentury
0l Changeé.

Deleau young men still maintain a Pastbell Club and now travel
a distance to take part in tournaments et¢. Ab Deleau and Perry
Robson are the pioneers of the present club. The Hardy boys, sons
of Mr. and Mrs. Gus Hardy, are sport-sinded and alon§ with several
juniors kesp the Club going. Another form of sport is boating and
water-skiing. Clair Hardy emjoys Osk Lake waters with his boat. A
few of our young married men alse snjoy golfing, but all thess sports
are in and around the largsr centres.

The :ares e8st, south-esst and northeeast of Deleau, namely
Bethel has had many changes in the last decade, almo. Many farme
héve new owners. he new No.2 Highway which was reconstructed in
1947 along with improved municipal roads has provided good rsads
for the area., The children go to scheol in Souris and Hartney in
school vans., Yew Blementary Schools and Collegiates in both towns
provide a good education for the pupils both academic and technical,
The families now use these towns &s their post-office and Deleau -
post-office has less business. The pupils bacome imvolved in all
aspacts of their school 1ife and this results in our youth becoming
a part of the sscial, recrestional and church activitiea of the
towns. :

Mr. Andrsw Duppsn is our ressaining pionesr of Bethel Community.
Mr., Duncan is & patient in the Riverbend Care Hospital, in Souris.
He is 94 years young aind due vo & fall in hiz home suffered & fract-
ured hip and hes been confined to hospital,

Bathel Women were organised as a W.N.S. in 1908 and have had
the only Woman's Organisation thro the years. In 1962 they became
the new organisation in the United h, nameley the U.C.W,
(United Church Women). Our Women's Orznais;tien hss always been
a force for uniting all efforts and sponsoring social and educat-
jonal activities. Community Friendship has been & very important
part of the womens contribution. In recalling the grest work of
our women we think of one decetsed member Mrs. J.L. Cordon who was
a qualified nurse from England. This lady very willinglg assisted
when many of the local children were born and also gave helfful
advice in al)l illness. Being an ardent church member and with




I

musical abilicy she contributed such to eur community life.
community in this period of history wae a8 foree for good and
‘ living, They lived a full aend bappy 1ife.

How we have the second generation obmerving 50tk Weddi 4
Anniversaries. HHr, and §§§ W.d. Mec Sorley entertained their friemd
&t Wasaga, United Church ; summer. Mr. aad Mrs. Russell Dumecan
observed their special dsy in January, 1967 at their home in Brendon.
ﬂr. and Mrs. L.V. Robson plan for théir Goldea Anniversary Day this

ugust. _

The History of Bethel Church indicates moat of the interest
and areas of service the residents had in commom. Bothel Chureh is
now closed and along with the school gone a big change is resliszed,
This History would not be complete without the story of religious
witness in the Bethel co—unit¥. The Church RutorI was edited in
1965 on the 70th Anniversery of the chureh. The fo lowing is ths

History., o 4
BETHEL UNITED CHURCR (70th lsniversary)

In the early days of this district, before any church building
existed there wes coasidereble harmony end co-operation in the
arr;i:g on of religious work, Services were held in the homes-
the Methodists using the home of Alfred Andrews., The Menteith
Presbyterian Church was built in 1892 on a site two miles sast and
one-half mile north of where Bethel Church was built in 1895.

For seme time it was used especielly in the susmer by both the

Presbyterian and Methodist congpvegations. Student ministers and
lay-men were in charge of the services. In the earliest period,
students cems to us from the Nesthall district scuthesst of Hartney,

As the ron.caous' work of the ares became better organized hzhe

work of the Methodists was superintended hﬂr Souris by Rev. Wilson.
In 1892 the Muntington, Breezelawn, Memteit cirvuit was formed with
the student inations were more distinctly drewn with the result that
tlf:o mt:gduc began using Delesu and Mef schools as their places
of worship. : : ;

A Sunday School was ised at Deleau, the thres main officess
being Willism Rodson, super ntendent; Alfred Andrews, assistant;
and John kecSorley, secretary-treasurer,

Some of the first studentsministers wers Mr. Hardman, Mr.
Johnson, B.W, Allison, T.A. Tufts and W.A. Shaver, the latter being
with us im 1885. Our record of those early years ie incomplete
and brief. One minute recorded in those interesting years, dated

» 1895, states:

"uutizf of the quarterly bosrd appointed trustees for Bethel
Church as follows: Bros. Alfrew Andrews, John Me Sorlez, Robert
Cooperr, William Irvine, Jermiash Abrey, Robert Brigham, Cornish
Willism Robson, Gardner Scharff and Prenk Milson. Brother Robson
appointed secretary., Brother Andrews appointed tressurer."” That
same day, May 20th,1895, the first trustees' meeting of Bethel
Church was held, hl trustees were present with Brother Cooper in

the chair. The first iteam of business resds: "Moved by Brother




Robson, #ecended by Bros. Irvine that the mew church bs call
"Bethel®, Corried; all voting, ®ye:¥. MNany more details wers
settled. that day. - :

Then on the 30th of May, 1895, enother meeting wés held, chaired
by Rev. G.H. Ledg, and two eé the i&a‘wx‘w‘%mg iteme of business
recorded were: (i) The exact site of the new church was dec

{2) The Board wes suthorised to borrow memey, not to exceed

t must be noted that the half-scre let was donated by T.H. Patrick
of Souris, who at that time owned the quarter section on which our
church now stands.

Then follewed & bua; summer. The work of building was supei-
vised and directed by Alfred Andrews, who wes & carpemter. ALl
work was done by the meabers, and the church was tsadi‘ for the
service of dedication in the fall of 16935, Rev, Mr, Laycok was
in charge of the Sunday ssrvice and the Breeselswn choir assisted
with the music. The follewing evening & fowl dimner was served.
A lean-to was erected opposite & window and feed was passed in te
those setted im the chureh,

domes 8. Weedaworth wag our first student minister after the
church was built, ngt;u follemed by P.T., Thacker, and it was
during his term in 1897, that che Bethel Bpworth Lesgue was org-

snised. Richard Brighem was the first presdédent. is rganisate
ien corried om regular waekly meetings Per mesrly 50 years, young
and old joined i ite activities. Ity officers were responsible
for conducting our regular Sunday evenleg moetings.

Durisg the next five years the cirvult was Served by Hesers.
Nugent , Bg@fennedy, Jor. ¥. Wosdseorth and Johm R. lsae.

The trees i révhd the church were ted in 1901 by Richard
Brighon, J.E. Lane and Prank Milson. Thess men drove to Osk Leke
and dug up young tress, which they planted around the church.
About this time an addition to the church was built, L8¥-x 20°,

Iz 1902 Bethel became purs &f the Pipestens ¢ircuit, which
also imcluded the Pindlay sppointment. Our first ordained minister
was Rev. Peck, who of ceurse, resided in the tiwn ¢f Pipestone.

He was followed by Rev. Mr. Ainley im 1905, and then Rev. D.C. Day
who gerved us for sthrec yearu,

The Women's Missivnery Society was erganised on Sunday, August
23rd, 1908, in the church ammex, following the service. MNrs. J.
Dolmsge of Souris district organiser, wes preseat. The auxiliary
wag named "Bethel®, Yourteon charter sembers. First president
Mrs. Alfred Andrews; first recorviiang Secretery, Miss Ada Andrewe
éﬁr;.bsorg Howard): first treasursr, Niss Kste Jackeon, (Mrs. A.7.
H. Robson). :

The memberghip fee was ono dollar, laver changed in 1927 ¢o
50¢. At first Bethel W.M.S. was a part of the Brandon district,
and in 1934 was trensferrsd to Rock Lske Presbyterial. The first
year's givings wers $40., in 195i the givings were $210. One of
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first baby band superintiande

The women in the ehureh have continued to serve
genercusly of time and talent to the chureh and to thel
the ¥W.M.8, and W,A. All members have had opportunity ;
and leadershir, through regular changes in offlcers. :
prograa was, at first, striotly misslonary but has broaden:
include the versonal witness of the members in the osow
world. Generous voluntary givingu have besn supplemsn ‘
reised by fowl suppers, scdiale ard other projecte so that
society raised its sllocation and made donatioms o the ms
and the board of Stewards and other worthy efusss. fome o
nresent members have accepted Presbyterial offices. After a
years on the Executive of Rosck lake Presbylerial W.H.S. Hre. .
Robson becasme president from 1952-56, and gave fine leadershlp. Mrs
¥.8. Robson and Mrs. R.G. Jasper alsc had the opportunity %o
the ¥W.M.8. executive. MNrs. L.V. Robeon and Hrs. R.G. Jasvper wi
pembers of the Presbytery W.A. execuiive, and Mrs. Jasper bDecans its
president, 1955-1957. Presbyterial schools, rellies, caapa and work
g¥ops have been attended regularly. The Bethel women weleomed the
formasion of one organization, The United Chureh Women. In 1062
Mrs., R.G. Jasper was elected first rresident of Brandon Preasbyterial
u.0.¥. and Mrs. E.°, Robson, the recording secretary. (Roek Lake
and Brandon Presbyteries wers combiind &s Srandon in 1961}. These
vider contacts have deevened cur understanding of the work of the
ghureh,

5

In the year 1909, Bert Howard, a young man employsd in the
sommunity, decided to devote ais life to the ministiry. He attended
Wsaley College, ¥Winnipeg, for his theological training and was
ordained in the Nethodist church. He married Miss Ada Andrews of
this district. Their marriige cer<mony was solemnized on & Sunday
morning after the regular rervice of worshin. After several past-
orates in the west,they moved to Ontario. He became principal of
slbert College in Bellevilie, Ont., nnd now lives retired at 8t.
Catherines, Ont. ; ,

In 1910, Bethel along with FPorfes, joined with Hartney tc form

‘the Hartney eircuit. Rev, J. Thorn was then at Hartney and was our
pastor until 1911, Rev, N,3. Kennely then served us until 1915.
Nr. Esnnedy was a very sincere and sarnest worker and it was during
his pastorate that the chureh was romodselled and built to its pre-
sent form. In January 1914, the trustee board of Bethel shurch had
six ney members sdded to take the plises of those who had resligned

-~ were dsceassd. Thess membars wers: MNessrs. Richard Brigham,
Apthur Cooper, John L. dordon, James “anning, Samuel Cantlon sand
¥Wm. Hayter, who along with Kesers. Alfred Andrews, John Neforliey,
gerdner Scharff, ¥a. (rvine and We. lobson, constituted the new
»oard of trustees. 7:1e congregation felt the need for a larger and
" mofe modern bulldinz. It was first Intended to discard the old and
erest & ney buildizg. To do this rejquired a larger plot of land,
and & commiitee suproached James Dunsan who nov owned this land,
stating they wovid like to have the half-acre north of the




let o2 which thé chureh stamds. MNr. Duncan gonerously donated

owever, on Jume 9,194, 2 meetiag of the chureh memdors de-
¢lded ¢ remedel the old church snd @f&my it to meet the ne .

th this decision made, the buildi committee, Messre. Wx. Robson
J.L. Gordon end Joha ucé@rlay@ dmmdliately got the work undervway
and the present structurg was cemplgted and resdy for the epecial
opaun! eervice before the winter sy in. - Rew, itenide waes the
special spesker,

about thip time, a brench of ths In;ﬁépmdwt Order of Good
Templars wes organised at Bethel. Officers were instelled and the
meetings were held regularly for a few years. '

In 1913 the Bethel Junior Lesgue was organised by Ade Andrews
(Howard) asaisted by Miss Vere Loashorough &, W, Moffag, Rlgin)
Thiswas & Sunday ev service for children who sceompanied
their pergnts %o an ev service under lay leadership. This
organisation carried en work with Juniore for some thirt years,
under the lesdership ef L.V. Robsom who teok over in 1910 and Mra.
J.L. Gordon who assumed tho'lomd-uug in 1921. Thess two sarvices

7 for training and development
1 ing these yeers the community

wes clossly kale mus great deal of family viedting, especially
dmong the young £ on Sundays. In 1916, Alfred rous reotired
from the farm and soved to Aurora, Ont. fn recognition of the
family's valued sarvices, a atained 88 window was placed im the
north will of thechurch and dedicated to *The Andrews.™ Jr. Andrews
resigned as sacretary-tressurer of the chureh and J.L. Gordon was
appointed and he held that office unsil 1928, when the present
incumbent, 1.Y. Robson wss appointsd., The envelope aystem of giving
was introduned in 1949, E

in 192L wa lest the Yalued sarvice of Jihn MoSoriey who had been
sgcretéry=tivagurer of the Sundey sschool siwwe it wae arganised. The
office was held for short times ‘y ida riey, Laurs J
Lyle Jaspar until 1927 when Luare Genning wes appointed snd hes
continucd in office to date, WM. Hobson served &8 superintendent
from the time the Sunday Schoel wae organised, prior to 189%, until
1935, Wodo McSorhey sarved from 1935-1945 when the prosent super-
intendent, B.P. Eooson was electasd. We give thanks for the services
of many eérsest and doweted men end women iz the Bundey Schosl. The.
dunicr tnd senior clawges heve verivd in musber and 8ise, but the
Bible Cloes has bewm fairly conmgdr h and ceatinued until 1963,

Hrie Jdol. Gorden wus teakhing 3 class of boys im i917 aad to
provide an sctivity for thes ,they uidertook to have a plowing com-
petition, Kr. W.C., WeKillican, supsrintendsnt of Erandon Experi-
mental Marm, acted as Judgw. 'f‘hia yroved populer snd grew, so in
1920, Hrs. éordun turned the responuibility over to the menfolk.

When organising for the 1921 match, Exmine Canning was elected pre-
aident aad Novman Jasper Secrotary, Other presidents wers R. Brigham
1923, and Bert Canming, 19375 while oruwan Jagper continued to serve
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gocrgtary until 1934. In 1929 %
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0 8¢ 2 secretary until 1934. In 1529 the Provimcial
wss held on 15-7=-23 and drew & large crowd frosm outsids ¢!

Msssro. A.R. Turner and A.R. Elder acted &8 Judge for

and wersenthusiagstic about the event. 08 the sdvertising

is the netice: Wieals 20 cente, P

1934 the mateh for that é&w was Cansells? and it was not BWS
Other activitigs hes included at differend times, Trail Rangers,
Miseion hﬂd, !G.h?. aéad Y.P.Us Ml.&;&d@ iﬂgiz@;ifg i§l§§.@§@:"f in
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Duncen s grove will ‘mever be forgetten, wo¥:
eoncerts. , o A
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In 1942 after the possing of the late ¥m, Eabson, only J.L.
Gordon, Sam Cantlon oénd ¥m. Irviase were left om the board of truasté
ges, 80 the following names were added: A.T.H. Robson, W.Jd. Mc
Sorlay, W.A. Camning, R. McBurney, W.A. Welker, N.B. Jasper and

b :

" From the tise of the nloddunf of the church until church
union, we had enjoyed the services of Reve., J.W, Shier, J.E.Lane,
and A.R. Maunders. In 1924 owing to the umtimely dsath of Rev.
R.0. Armatrong, after he had teken the services oaly one Sunday
on the Hartney circuit, we were served by voluntesy ministers and
students under the guidamce of Rev. 0. Opleman of Souris, :

“#°  In 1945 -ths 50th Ammiversary was celebréted with & former
ajnister Hev., J.RB. Lane, D.D. &2 our guest. A fow)l supper weés held
on the Mendey night follewed by 2 coscert. MNany oid friends attended
or ‘hant messages of congretulations. :

The fall of 1949 marked the coming of Hydre %o the district.
¥e hed the church wired and the power Surned on in September. In
June 1952, the h stable, and old landmark, wae sold to L.J,
cwniu. ‘The same summer we installed & new furnace which greatly
improved the heasing facilities. ~Alse in 1952, the following men
vere ap ted trustees of Bathel church:B.P. Roheon, R.0. Jasper,
L.V, son, Leod, Camisg, H.R. Jasper, W.8, Robgon, W. A. Walker,
Lloyd HcSwf@y giad Claytes ing. October 30th 1555 we marked our
60th Anciversasy with Swo sexvices of worehip faifowed by @ social
tise of reminiscing through susis, asong and stosry in the evening,
Rov. B.8, Dixos, & “ormor minigter was our guest. L.V. Robson read
the history of the church. PYormer meubers snd othar vistors joined
the congregation ts make this & memorable occasins,

Mugic has countributed its part &0 the services of worship. This
congregation hes anjoyed hymn singing. The choir deserves tribute
as do the orgamists and pianiats who have served faithfully. The
gionur was Mrgs. ¥n. Robeon, fellowed by Mra. R, Brighas, is

obson, (Guildj, (live McSorlsy (Davreux), Mrs. J.L. Gordon, Cert~
rude achwn/ {Jamper) )aad lorns Robsom.

in the last decade the roleof the rural church in the life of
the community his changed aund Bethel Church hes sxperienced this
change. Attendan:e at services of worship declinmed; numbers of
Sunday School scholars fiuctuated; church-centred svents have beon

feuwer; support ¢f the ¥W.K.S. and recently the U.G.W. has besn steady.
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: . Sunddy SM clum have m ' the chursh
e / ret study for: the new cdsrisn was done in the

i:ngrmuoa and in 1564 the two classes begem to usé this curriculun.
&
need

rr; of the Harthey pestorsl charge, we were awers of the the
or changes in the pastorsl mrlp %0 mest the present
congitiona. mclt g‘:hc :smﬁ of amw mh&hga in€i ';’;'ﬁ?; of
@ & gopversaticns ¥ such changes with thec
uder.  Kigin and Nartney pomni?hlur'u the spring of 1965.
Out of these conuversations 8- proposed plan of asalgamation of
the Hartaney and Lauder paste cha g8 8 four-point charge. %o
further s plan the Bathel congregationm agreed to discontinue
services and its members join the Bo'rtuy oF Souris congregations.
The trustees will maintain the church preperty and occasional services
ship may be held., The church building will continue to bea
e community as desired, The present trustess sre Clayten
L.J. Camn » R.G. Ji $ um Mo Sorley, Wesioy J. sper,
B.P. msm' '0.0,‘ ’ !oo'o bsen, W.A. Walker,

~ 1038 The following ministers have served this psetorel cherge since
1925-30«encccecccc=asfov, 4, Lovender
1930<35c cccnec~nncu-Rov. B.8. Dixen
- 193336cvmnconccacacRov. ToWe Bird
p 6"‘1""‘"“""“""”. Jdo¥W, Anderson
19“9“"..‘"““““"'0 J.'.ﬂ. Barber g
9;:-51-----—----M. Anthony Rrisbert
’~csg.o“..”---'ooo’."i g.;o w i

- A Sl T S W I G AT e oFs ag

’:§ ﬁ----amm. J. Mathieson .

Sosveansessscsii, Iven Saith, -

" Duriag the N re- this chursh hee 1Bfluended three erations,
but n,c‘cat"-ﬂud?b" 4 ‘changes have alse iafluenced:the church.
This rusel chureh memy others, must secept the tchallenge of
,chmtm. - To meet Bhis e‘n:r. gervices at Basthel are
dis wd. Ue cen bectmss & part the largsr communities of
Hartney @28 Sowris. i S8 RN AR .

-v’-miduwp‘* risotuéaumu'smmﬁuu
good works no msthar where we worship. - - e

NISTORY OF BELEAU RONAN GATHDLIC CHURCH

St. Anne's (athslie M‘iu Deleau wee built in 1899. The
rish hes been saintaised yal deveut worshippers. During the
st decade interest hegs weakensd and sems of the members have decided

to attend the larger, stronger churches in the nearbdby centres of

Souris snd Grende Clairiers. Servives are held eace 8 sonth with

FPather Paulkus of Orande Clairiere officia + Hany funerel ser-

vices for the ploneers of Deslesu srea were held $a this little church.
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A small h:“' csnet sdjoins the church property whers some

of the first abitants of the village and ares are buried. 4

Municipal Cemetery is° lecated one mile north and ome mile sast of
,'wa find thet both Prench and English eerly residents




RECOLIECTIONS AND MDSORIBS

Sincs the hlstory-wee ceapiled im 1957 more had Dewns reced
ionser’s gsn has added mueh 8o the esply histaery of ;
;g Delasu, - 3% &ﬁw Turcotte of Pine %a,}w. 3
% «&..a”a‘tg* il nm% his regellections arse {

THR S0, nm.mﬁr

fathed’ Jos. Wa 8, arrived im Delesu district arow
He bought & quarter segfiien of d fvom Frank Lecithars
niles nmerth and ons mile w«t;; Ak for the sum of §1,400.
There wap only » lgt hack and @ mﬁ sod stabls on the
place. Im the little I was born..

After severtl yesys ay father decided to bulld a new houss.
He found cla um uc suitebls to make bricks so he decided to
start a bri two wintors he hauled osk wood frem Osk
Lake Island cb ho froa 2 Ky, Apderson, snd biled the wood
inthoytdzn - He 8lge hsuled lump lime frem & quarry 6 or
7 niles : leke cn a farm ouned by M, Arscasult. This
material was needed to mske bricks and mertar to Yuild the um

house: Thea father hired two good old
Jos. iancn meh- el . wt‘.&se &g‘w of Juiu Mareq.

T mtde & s in 1‘95 in.the apr of 1896 they
n::i"ui to d house. 11'. waQ «-:i'ﬁw ia’etw ::g@ yoRr,

fuhoruu..oda g& ieh worked on large cone
struction in Uhil bo MA t:cy ugurhguggi The
~ 2 our bricks
g goid tzoa My fathes
mmmmmua
poved to the Klendike
e ST mis: toi, fme,
in e3u 8 @ e
mtaadmthhomofxr
, o phogandalmms
as this¥s =an
usnno 1898, ur.
owned Dy
.V_m dtmmmm

mo(orm)a smmmmuulm Kr.
.m.mm ammoz.' This s fogd of hunting.
m

I can well m ibrehea unh u m

hunting and Grought hék a It was kept im the
baern for @ f E hin to & %o whesl .cart
and drive a mnl fast.,

" Theve whe.glso 8 tin on the st giat-of the. Migeine boase,
this wes & ir. Wttior who steyed only & Tew yedis. . Then
there was ;p cel the tailer who um weet of the church and

) &M& and kis wlfs. lived in Ghe villege cperating &




blackenit op 6nd- later moved 10 &
4 e s S o By 4 . % 3

ware Lud B i vators, the

M. 8. L3C - 5

now oceupisd DY

the X 3;‘2“:"_,3?‘9 gn&'n?ﬁr ?9!"&3"‘:;‘5 jorasan

4% one time there wers two doctors-im the 2rea, Arihur an
Pelix Laross whe wers brothers. The one Drothor etéyed save
years and sarvied a:-sbiesl teacher who taught in the one-recued
school in the viuaﬁa They meved to Le Pas and thid destor
buiit the hespital Le Pas. Sozg of thair childrea ars still
living, Dr. Larose haé a house 1 9 miloz north of Deledu., Mrs.
Laross was the forser Miss Kerousck, The other teachersfin those
early years were Miss Tourcand and Mr. Agedar.

Among the sarly settlers northof Deleau ware Mr, Napoleon,
Oraidas lt.u& V. Dupont, Ed. Colleaux Thoomle Bode, Jos.
Gatin, Bphrem Douvin, Jos. Carpemtisr, #4sher 8., NacGregors
who had & large ranch of Aberdesn Angus Cattle, Mr. Donais, M.
Masson, A. Vachon, Jos. Poirier, Jog. Denarsis, Jos. Chiecim;
A. Mongeon and Jos. Cote.

Sround our ferm must have been 2 buffsle huating groumd. As
@ boy I used to play with buffale skulls,: There were BRny near our
bouss. 4 few n trailswere $till visible. Hslf a mile north
of our house wers several large rvwund mounds which was
supmod to be Indian burial und. We could find all kinds
of ian arrows, spearhedds, skin scrvpers and poundars.

$he early settléers had sll kinds of triels and tribulationms,
but they were happy too snd did mot ceaplain becsuse thers wes
friendship. stranger was welcomud Tor & meal and lodgings,
frea, Duri @ winter months they hal house parties and dances
when the music mvpugd by & fiddier or & mouth orgen musician,
At midaizht & big 2ssl was served %y thy ladige ond the dencin
énd si would continuve until sesriy soraing. Our besutiful
girls 4id not wiggie snd dance %0¢ ;o-so as they do now, but
they. had -their own charm and tiey could peeok, mend clothes, c¢lean
house and make @ happy home 90 : -

Iz ths eariy days we 7ad the figh peddlare who came from
around RBoutledge, the w;a-uiu Bros., They ceme with double deck
losds of jack fish, sel.inj them 20 for one dollar. They came .
usually just before Leat. They stayed at our place to sheep and
feed their horses. Somesines they went as far south as Hartney.
Also we had Syrisn pedZiara who walked with two large suitcases
strapped to their beris, which weighed around 150 pounds, Their
goods were chesp jwellery, buttons, pins, elastic, shoslaces,
socks, silk hander-biefa, ete. They never glid for meal or lodging
instebd gave the i8dy of the house or oneof the children a
cheap trinkset. L2te scme of them travelled with hores and rig
and handled »«'® goode,

¥ gt reusmber when salessan came from Ontario in 1904 to
sell pome Comfort Ranges. They scld a new stove to nearly every
settley éround Delsau and deitbered them i{n large wagons pulled
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jo met many kinde of people in those
the old country case
of a millioneire who
France. They sold

c.n’;".~'3 ES % § 3 L 8%
noblemin, built an slevator st Fimdley and bought gre
e8rs. I recall an Englishean, iyr. Williss Vincent,
ly provided hime with large sums of maney, but finall; 2@
iless. He spent several years around o2u mostly with the
ragar Family, -

The first automobile I saw around Delesu was on® owned by a
Nemter of Pariiament in 1904 who came to our & re2 to cémvas for votes.
It vas very smell, one seat and it was cranked on the side to start
it. I reuember ke gave ca to the children, but for the adults
there was ample liquor. As he left and went south to Hartney his
car became stuck in the asnd, and the Delesu "kids™ pushed his
livtle cer and received a few pennies to buy candy.

There has alweys besn some Moonshiners around Deleau. In the
sandhille southwest of Delesu three Freonchmen from the south of
France had ¢ stablished a sarll liquor factory and they made & lot
of homebrew and had meny quarrele with their neighbours.

The hunting in those days was really good. You could shoot
prairie chickens by the dosens. Geese and ducks could be sesn by
the thousands around our old fara. It wesiduck paredise. After
spreading barley in & row for them to #8t I would eneak up on them
in the bulrushes with ay old 10 guage shotgun -~ my best try wae

-fine ducks with %wo shellg.

A mong the hunters who stayed at our house were three men from
Souris, a storekesper, & doctor and a lawyer the latter being the
late S.H. Porrest, and the only one I can Pemember. They remained
thres days. It was late fall and the weather was cold. Some ice
formed on the slough edges and as they had several ducks in the
middle of the water and no dog or cenoe, they asked me if I would
rescue their ducks for them. They wers anxious to get them, I
agreed, took off all clothes except my overalls and waded in up to
ry neck in that ice water and gethered all their ducks and brought
them gut. They gave me 25§ for my work, I will never forget that
axperisncs.

Around 1900, we often saw large Indian Carevans pass near our
house, which was the main »oad to Oak Lake those days. They travell-
2d in bunches of 15 - 20 rigs, small wagons snd Democrats. The
ileader, which I presume was tﬁoir Chief, was on horseback and wore
# long feathered bonnet on his hesd. Some were horse traders
selling mostly small Indian ponies which they called Cayouse. My
‘ad bought a pair of colts from them once for $10.00. They camped
slong the way, whep the squaws and children would dig Seneca roots.
These Indiens ceme most from Korth Dekots going north to Lake
Dauphin, @ther horse detlers came our ua{ from the Northwest
Territoriecs. %o of thege men wsre Pascal Bomneau and Jean Legare.
They orough mény horses to our district around 1889. The horses
were orought in a long string, each horse tied to the tail of the




horse in f ront, in bunches of 20 ér more. In ng records I fiad
where my Ded bought four horses from them for §310.00, on the
li4th of Huvember, 1689.

One of the cldest threshing cutfits in Deleau ares was one
owned by Chicoine and Mongecn, It wés very small - wag powersd
by & kind of treed-aill run by two horses walking as on our
modern escalator. The separetorwas hand fed - the grain fell
into stesl messurer of one bushel. This outfit threshed about 200
bushels per day. Before too long, large outfits were in the
district owned by Renault Pros., also Geston Dsleau, Desmariasg
end Saam Pheeny. The chargs of threshing was 7¢ per bushel for
wheat and 5¢ for cats. Most of the stréw wes burned. Some fall
evehings it was a besutiful sight to see 20 or 25 stacks of straw
burning at the same time.

The largest gas trector in the district was owned by Desmarais
Bros. %A Big Titan® - could pull & ten furrow plow.

I apent over 50 years of my life in and near Deleau, with the
exception of the two years I was in the overssss in the First
World ¥War. I returned inm 1919, married in 1920 and with my wife
and daughter Irens, spent She yesrs mostly in the village of Deleau
leaving for Pins Falls, Msa. where we now arse retired.

J.#, Turcotte,

Having been brought up on » farm 2 mile or so etat of Deleau
viua.r we wern 8ccustomed to enother hnm m .Iiv;lns near
us. The folk living west B:{ Delesu wers cally as French
though many of them were giann. Soms hed come directly from
the old country, 2nd cms or two familiesn ware Trom Quebec,

Kany Bagliesh neighbors spoks disparaginly of thess folks who
spoke ancthar language, they wers different therefore they avoided
being friends of thea, I d0 not rememder my parencs ever -gonking
of our French neighbors and friends as being different in this
sensS. .

Ay nt.hor found in do business with the Prench people that
they were very honest and fair. In fact they were among his most
relisble friends in later yesrs. . |

For on’ yoar my brothers and I nit.cndod the Deleau School

{one~-rooasd The teacher was Frenck and very strict. We studied
elementary French and ons dsy when I wis afreid to pronounce &
Prench word bscause X could not get the intonation, the Colleaux
‘boys risked punighment by whispering to ®me $h¢ correct pronunicete

ion. ¢

When Consolidstion brough the thres sthools together, the
children neturelly became better acquainted. Several children
from FPrench families took high achool work and two of the girls
beceme nurses, Many of the English feel that there was little
or no discrimination in the comsunity. If there was, the will




Amnie Robson Guild
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In my neaories of Deleau there were three communities in the
area., Thers was the Bethel Community - the closest thing to 2
God-fearing community I have ges sxperienced. The nuclsus of this
comnunity was in Bethel Church. Thisws 8 cultured, religious,
honest, aﬁm comunit{, even in adversity (of which there was
smple). y occasionally did it show signs of condescension.
Naturally the Consolidated School, thet importsnt element, in the
district, wes largely the result of the work afid-.seul of this group.
West of ﬁeleau was the French speaking Belgian settlement. The
Belgians were recent immigrents to Cansda. They wers not well ed-
ucated, some could scarcely read and write their native French much
less ¥nglish, By the early 30's however nmearly all could spesk
reagonsbly fluent English and some already had comsiderable English
Bducation, By.end lirge they were simple, hardeworking generous
people. To most of them education was not important, nor as far as
I could see was their church & vary great force in their lives.

There was vary little mixing between the Basthel Protestants and
the Beigian Catholics., I fedl they were Xept apart by difference
in cultural and educationsl levels and habits more than by differ-
ence in religion., I agree it was the Consolidated School more
than anything else which provided the meeting ground and the common
experiences which resulted in the closer relationship between the
two communities. This rsletionship wes beginning to be noticeable
oy the close of the i930%, I think the Consclidated School was
the largest clvilising influence in the community for a2ll of the
citizens. Twenty yeers befors we heard of school teaching the
whole child¥, the Consolidated School was t esching us elementar
hygisne, decent eating hsbits, and standards of civilised socis
conduct,. At high achool we dﬁumuw idets; I still remember our
principal Billi Hume, mclemnly explaining Marsist theory to us.

Thers wae a third community that ! heve sentionsd. Soas who
did mot fit inte eny category. These were Baglish epeaking, nome
inally Protestant, s faw of thes were in Bethsl Church, I found
chis group the lesst attrectiwe ¢f all. T noticed bhem because
their treataent of the Jawish boy was oftern unking and reflected
che narrowness sand sednness of their lives. How Jdifferent from
the inveriably kimd trestxent of the Bethael pwglt and from the
ougher but open &nd ndt unkind treatment of the Belgians.

Sam Breomm Q.G., WYWinnipeg

it SATL MERO Y

We have many smd memories, this one is taken from the files of
e Hartney Star dated August ®€l,19l, I quote:




£
\ 8 her ¢
.atian work, her aml o to serve
n Ukrsinian pasople. Elisabeth attended Toronto college
from which she graduated in 1939 delivering the Valsdictory
Address, in Maple Lsaf Gardents.

One year in the United Church treining school fully equipped
her for deaconess work., After a brief holidey with her parents
he returned to Toronto, where she took charge of & Mission Statior
Lager she .mas transferred to Dauphin, her last charge.

We heard Elizabeth preach in Bethel Church and at the League
msetings. Kever did she allow an opportunity teo E@aa testifying
of the Saving Grace which was hers, and free to all. i
: nquote.

, Nurse Clara Jagper was Elizabeth's close friend and profession-
al help during her final illness. Mr. Olenick who was C.P.R,
section foreman,. living in Delesu, is retired and with his wife
lives in Winnipeg near his family Harry and Ramona.

It is regrettaéble that one cannot tell of eech individusl and
their 1life among us, but ag that is 1 saible, we can only hope
thet the children and grendchildren will write their memoirs and
include the great contribution their forefathers made to the life
which they now enjoy. They built bettsr then they knew.

As I have scasned the filss of our local newepapers for the
long pest years I am aware of the truly grest contribution of our
pioneers. Xt is 8 good feeling to read the tributes, appreciations,
written to the memory of our friends and loved tnes. It is a
challenge to carry the torch that was theirs. The opportunity is
now oursg.

In this Centennial Yeor we &re 2ll reliving the past &énd en-
Joying it. Celebrstions are everywhers. Those wWho visit "Expo®
in Montreal have the added provileges of seeing our present sccom-
plishaents and%futuro hopes and plans,

We lookiﬁith gratitade for our free land of plenty, of
spportunity énd sbove all Pescws.




