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Bay veteran s

Hugh Mackay Ross was born in
1912 in the small town of Rothes in
Scotland where his father was malt-
man for Glen Grant Distillery. He
tells the story of the way his father,
like others, augmented the supply of
scotch whisky at opportune times.

‘Specially crafted for the purpose,
copper cylinders were used by the
men to extract whisky from barrels.
The cylinders were then hidden
inside their pants and tied to their
braces. That yielded a half-bottle of
scotch. -

‘People had to be resourceful dur-
ing the Depression and so was Hugh,
for at 18 he applied and was chosen
by the Hudson’s Bay Co. for a job in
the fur trade. The pay was $240 a
year, just about the same amount his
father earned at home. ia

“I had a vision of the Indian being
a noble savage,” he says in an
interview today. “I saw nothing to
change my opinion.” '

This conclusion comes after 47
years with The Bay in northern Man-
itoba, Saskatchewan and James Bay
during which time he got to know
and respect the Indians. He has
written a book, The Apprentice’s
Tale, on his experiences. He does not
use the word “savage” in a deroga-
tory way but as a reference to a
person skilled in the wilds.

From the Indians he learned the
skills needed to survive and how to
use snowshoes and handle a dog

| Val
f Werier -

team. After all, the Indians invented
the snowshoe and toboggan and de-
veloped the light birch bark canoe,
instruments that enabled the white
man to explore and trade in the
Northwest. '
‘Mr. Ross writes in his book: “I
found that unless they were in
close contact with white people, they

‘were utterly dependable and could

be relied on. In the bush they were a
class unto themselves. They could
live where a white man would per-
ish. If one man shot a moose, he
shared it with everyone else. He
knew that sometime it would be his
turn to be on the receiving end.”

He regards the native as a natu-
ral-born conservationist because he
was aware he had to trap again
another season. If he had a debt to
the Hudson’s Bay post, he trapped
sufficiently to pay the debt and keep
something for a luxury.

“You can’t look upon them as a
backward race,’”’ he observes.

o can live where you and I

would starve.”
Too often today the image of the

Indian is as a_shiftléss, lazy, drun-
ken person. The Indian tends to be
singled out in any misdemeanor or

when sloshed on Main Street, when -

similar behavior by a white man is
overlooked. - 1
Mr. Ross deplores this stereotype

‘of the Indian and feels Canadians

display an inbred disdain for th
natives. ;

“They have been very badly han-

dled by the government and the
missions, not knowingly,” he says.
The record indeed has been dis-
mal, segregating the Indians on re-
serves and placing them in a posi-
tion of dependency. The early
practices by the authorities were

steeped in insensitivity. Children

were uprooted from their natural

_environment and from their families

and sent off to school. Today the
Indians are the poorest in society.

Most often they get the menial jobs,
the low pay and the worst housing in

Winnipeg.
“The Indians must work out their
own solutions,” says Mr. Ross. “It’s

a tough problem. My sympathy is

entirely with the Indian. The white
man has blundered.”

His book reveals his fondness. for
the natives. He became fluent in
Ojibway, which he learned was not
a simple language. At Temagami,

100 miles north of North Bay, he

never let on he knew the language.
“ Several “dear old ladies’’ congre-

)

expounding

gated in the store, and gossiped,
often about him, speculating among
other things what he wore to bed and
on his virtues or lack of

them. Finally, to their surprise and
consternation, he casually joined in

the conversation in Ojibway.
“Don’t worry,” he said. “You
have been a big help to me. Do you
realize it would have taken me 10
years to learn about the people here?
I’'m new to the post and many of the

ays Indian never lost nobility

things you said were true and helpful
and I appreciate knowing them.”
In 1930, at his first posting at
Grassy Narrows, the manager had
come directly from the Orkney Is-
lands in 1884 and was close to retire-
ment. He had some peculiar habits.

Every two months he would order a

- case of whisky from Kenora.

“Then he would start drinking, a
tumbler of half-whisky and half-
water, every half hour, for as long as
he could stand up. Then he went to
bed, but the same glass had to be
brought to him every 30 minutes
unéil there was only half a bottle
le ." 2

Mr. Ross knew what was going on
in Scotland because of the papers he
received from home. But he didn’t
know what was happening in Canada
and the rest of the world. There was
no radio and the post received no
Canadian newspapers. !

He learned how to improvise. He
remembered watching his mother
baking bread but the prgblem in
winter was to keep it warm for the 12
hours needed to raise the dough. He
took the dough to bed with him,
wrapping the basin in his sheep-lined
coat and placing it under the blan-
kets.

A second book by Mr. Ross, The
Manager’s Tale, is on its way and no

» g doubt it will tell more good stories
| Hugh Mackay Ross respects and admires the Indians.

and show a respect for our native

population.



Russian connectiondates back 310 years

It is onl natural that, when three
Soviet archivists tour Canada under
an exchange agreement, they will
examine the provincial archives, the
repository' of the celebrated Hud-
son’s Bay Co. archives, the most
extensive records of any corporatlon
in the world:

When they do arrive here on No-
vember -4, no doubt they will be
intrigued. and surprised -to find in
Winnipeg a Russian connection dat-
ing back 310 years. Keeper of the

Hudsen’s Bay archives, -Shirlee A.—-

“ Smith, has culled a number of docu-

=

ments_ to illustrate the fascinating -
episodes in the fur trade between the
two countries.

One of the first references is in the

“company minutes for January 7,

1680, only 10 years after it had been
granted a royal charter. Recorded in
disciplined, neat handwriting, it

. states that “‘after full debate it

is also Determined that the Skinns

which shall be thought fitt for the
Rushia Trade shall be reserved to a

future day of sale.”

-~ This was the exotic commerce in
beaver skins, the fur that drew ex-

The Royal Charter opened fur trade with Russia.

e i s o

plorers deep into the horthwest. Bea-
ver hats were the rage in Europe
and the Russians alone knew how to
process the fur into felt.

Prime beaver, taken in winter,
carries two kinds of fur; the lon,
guard hairs and an undercoat o
matted velvet fur. By a process
known only to the Russians, the fur

or down was combed out and the-

long guard hairs left on the skin. The
down, known as “Russian wool’* was
exported to France for the hat-mak-
ing industry. A two-way trade

evolved in beaver: the Russians pro- --

cessed the ‘“‘wool” which they ex-

_ported and retained the fur for

wear. ,
Charles Goodfellow, the compa-
ny’s agent in Hamburg, was induced
to go to Archangel, Russia in 1695
and keep it secret for there were
reports of a potential sale of up to
60,000 skins a year, He was perhaps
one of the world’s first commercial
travellers, guaranteed a commission

of up to £200 a year, a tidy sum in

those days.

The minutes noted that in 1696 he
sold 8,744 skins and a second lot of
5,350 skins

It did not take long for the compa-
ny to learn the Russian process of
removing the short hair or wool. A
record in 1698 boasts: ‘“‘New the way
of combing off the Wooll is found out

| Val
" Werier
g

in England, we do it better than
they — and if the Company- sold all
here as they ought to do, the Wooll
would be combed off here before it is
sent thither.”

- There were several benefits, notes
_the document. It would cut down on
duties, encourage ‘‘many manufac-
tures” and reduce the price of “Bea-
vor Hatts.

Another chapter unfolded in the
flourishing trade with the Russians
when they owned what was later to
become Alaska, sold to the United
States in 1867. In competition with
the American suppliers, the Hud-
son’s Bay Co. was interested in
doing business with the Russian
traders up the northwest coast.

So in the summer of 1838, Johen
Henry Pelly, the governor of the
company, and George Simpson, the
governor of Rupert’s Land, sailed
from London to St. Petersburg the
seat of the czarist empire, (now
Leningrad) to make a deal with the
Russian American Co.

The diary of Simpson’s visit to St..
Petersburg is at the archives and
presents an engrossing glimpse into
the opulent lifestyle of the Russian
masters, whose principal income
‘“arrives-from the service of their
slaves.”

He writes of “no end to the pal-

aces.” St. James Palace is “‘a pig sty .
- compared with them and Buckingh-
am House (the official residence in.

London of British sovereigns) little

more than an ordinary dwelling.-

~“In the houses of some of the

- Russian nobility they have at times
1,000 slaves and in‘some palaces_

2,000 soldiers can be quarter
He tells of being aboard a Russmn

‘steamer where ‘‘countesses and

other fair ones take Schnapps before
Breakfast & Beef Steak Salt Herring
Row and Wine for breakfast.”

An agreement with the Russians
was signed in 1839 ‘and a copy, in

exquisite Russian script, is on file at -

the archives. The company was to
supply Russian trading posts with
flour, peas, grits and barley, salt
butter, pork ham, at set prices. They
were al_so to sell the Russians otter
skins collected east and west of the
Canadian Rockies.

In case of war between England
and Russia “all payments due were
to.continue to be made as if the two
countries were at peace.” So it was

business as usual when both coun- -
tries were antagomsts in the Cri-*
mean War in 1854. The fighting m
Europe was ignored.

The company flag was raised
again in Russian territory in another -
extraordinary venture, this one into
the Kamchatka peninsula in north--
east Siberia. The strange and per--
plexing trade began:in 1921 and:

-ended in 1924, during which time the

Soviets were battling the Wmte
Guard.’

Although the revolution had taken
place in 1917, Soviet power had not -
penetrated thls remote area. -Too,
Lenin realizing the disastrous effect -
on trade, introduced a policy of-
allowing entrepreneurs to operate:

A Hudson’s Bay post was estab--
lished at Petropavlosk, and as Cap-~
tain L.C. Beavis wrote: “The gov-'
ernment offices were decorated on .
our first visit with portraits of Lenin
and Trotsky. Later this gave way to-
pictures of the late czar and csarina
Shortly afterwards Lenif and:
Trotsky again adorned the walls.” -

In 1923 the company’s neat post -
displayed bolts of cloth; axes, tea:
pots, lamps and. items like Prince

‘Albert - cigarette tobacco. Today a-

photo of this scene is one of “the-
artifacts that will be shown to the
Soviet archivists when: they come tc :
Winnipeg. .





















Red River Rebellion gets a new look

By Allan Levine

For decades, historical studies of
the early west have traditionally
focussed on Louis Riel and the Metis
and their battle with the Canadian
immigrants from Ontario led by Dr.
John Schultz. One side was support-
ed by the Catholic clergy at St.
Boniface, the other by the former
and new landlords of the area, the
Hudson’s Bay Company and the fed-
eral government in Ottawa. In the
1869 rebellion which tore the Red
River settlement apart, it has been
long argued as well that joining the
Metis in their fight for French-
speaking Catholic rights were the
English-speaking Protestant half-
breeds, though in a minor supporting
role.

In A Snug Little Flock, historian
Frits Pannekoek, the director of
Alberta’s Historic Sites Service
since 1979, offers a different inter-
pretation of these events, particular-
ly the place and attitudes of the
half-breeds and Anglican clergy.
Utilizing a vast array of rich archi-
val sources — Church of England,
Hudson’s Bay Company, and per-
sonal papers — he has produced a
frooh and fascinating portrait of life
at the Red River. While some of his
conclusions are open to question and
should provide academic historians
(an extremely protective and often
narrow-minded group) with much to
haggle over for years, this book is
probably the best original research
to be done on this period since the
1940s. Mr. Pannekoek himself has
spent at least ten years piecing this
complex story together.

Rather than examining Red River
from an external viewpoint, that is
as one component in Canada’s ex-
pansion from sea to sea, Mr. Panne-
koek 1looks at the colony from the
inside, accounting for a whole host of
internal problems and relationships
which shaped its development. He

argues that it was not the ‘‘racial
and relicinne antaoanieme’ acen

A Snug Little Flock: The Social
Origins of the Riel Resistance of
1869-70: by Frits Pannekoek,
276 pp., Winnipeg, Watson &
Dwyer, $35.

the Forks in present day Winnipeg to
Lower Fort Garry — was home for a
few hundred people that steadily
grew in numbers to reach about
11,000 by 1869. It was a diverse
group: Scottish descendents of the
Selkirk settlers, British HBC offi-
cials, retired company servants,
both white and mixed-blood, Angli-
can missionaries and the Catholic
Metis and clergy. It was hardly the
“snug little flock”” Red River histori-
an Alexander Ross wrote about in
the 1850s.

Mr. Pannekoek chiefly, though not
exclusively, concentrates on the var-
ious Church of England ministers
who tried to bring Christianity and
civilization, one and the same in the
1820s and after, to the “barbaric”
fur trade colony. In the early 19th
century, Red River was in no way a
favorite posting for any Anglican
official, and those who were sent out
tended to be of a less desirable
quality. Once at the settlement, how-
ever, they were elevated to a status
well-above what they were accus-
tomed to. Some lived up to the task
of providing leadership for the Prot-
estant population; most, as Mr.
Pannekoek discovers, did not.

Hindering success was racism.
While Red River may have been
geographically and physically iso-
lated from the rest of the world, its
white European inhabitants brought
with them feelings of superiority and
prejudice towards their mixed-blood
and native neighbors. Because so
many former HBC employees had
married or lived with Indian or
half-breed women, tension in the
community was great. This was ag-
gravated further in the 1830s follow-
ing the arrival of a small but vocal

Anntinannt af vhita wamaoan  In thair

rampant and usually vicious. No
more so that in the famous scandal
which erupted in 1850 after Mrs.
Sarah Ballenden, the mixed-blood
wife of Chief Factor John Ballenden,
was accused by the Scottish Mrs.
Anne Pelly and others of having an
affair with Vaughan Foss, a dashing
captain of the Chelsea Pensioners.
The result was a public trial which
further divided the small communi-
ty, this time permanently.

Through all of this, Mr. Pannekoek
suggests, the half-breeds were be-

coming a confused people. Unlike

the Metis, who were nurtured by the
Catholic Church and had developed
a strong identity since the Battle of
Seven Oaks in 1816, their English
brethren belonged nowhere. They
were considered inferior and unac-
ceptable to the Protestant elite and
most of the Anglican clergy, and
their religious indoctrination pre-
vented them from uniting with the
Catholic Metis.

In the 1860s, near the end of the
HBC’s reign of power at Red River,
Rev. G.0. Corbett, a rabidly anti-
Catholic Anglican minister from
Headingley, nearly provided the es-
sential leadership that was lacking,
but he became embroiled in a scan-
dal himself when he was accused of
performing an abortion on a 16-year-
old girl that he had apparently made
pregnant (who said Canadian his-
tory was dull?). Nevertheless, he
had convinced the half-breeds that
they should support his campaign to
make Red River a Crown colony.
Later when joining Canada became
a more likely alternative, the half-
breeds looked to the Canadian an-
nexationists, and not Riel and the
Metis, for leadership.

“By 1869,” Mr. Pannekoek writes,
“Red- River was a society whose
Catholic and Protestant parts were
pitted one against the other. It was a
society in which white looked down
on mixed-blood, Catholic suspected

Protestant, halfbreed distrusted
Matic and claroumen annnsed com-

L_ouis Riel (centre) surrounded by his council in 1869 at Red River.




- Red River Rebellion gets a new look

By Allan Levine

For decades, historical studies of
the early west have traditionally
focussed on Louis Riel and the Metis
and their battle with the Canadian
jmmigrants from Ontario led by Dr.
John Schultz. One side was support-
ed by the Catholic clergy at St.
Boniface, the other by the former
and new landlords of the area, the
Hudson’s Bay Company and the fed-
eral government in Ottawa. In the
1869 rebellion which tore the Red
River settlement apart, it has been
long argued as well that joining the
Metis in their fight for French-
speaking Catholic rights were the
English-speaking Protestant half-
breeds, though in a minor supporting
role.

In A Snug Little Flock, historian
Frits Pannekoek, the director of
Alberta’s Historic Sites Service
since 1979, offers a different inter-
pretation of these events, particular-
ly the place and attitudes of the
half-breeds and Anglican clergy.
Utilizing a vast array of rich archi-
val sources — Church of England,
Hudson’s Bay Company, and per-
sonal papers — he has produced a
frosh and fascinating portrait of life
at the Red River. While some of his
conclusions are open to question and
should provide academic historians
(an extremely protective and often
narrow-minded group) with much to
haggle over for years, this book is
probably the best original research
to be done on this period since the
1940s. Mr. Pannekoek himself has
spent at least ten years piecing this
complex story together.

Rather than examining Red River
from an external viewpoint, that is
as one component in Canada’s ex-
pansion from sea to sea, Mr. Panne-
koek looks at the colony from the
inside, accounting for a whole host of
internal problems and relationships
which shaped its development. He
argues that it was not the ‘“racial
and religious antagonisms” asso-
ciated with the later arriving Cana-
dians that cause the Riel rebellion of
1869, but “a sectarian and racial
conflict that had roots deep in Red
River’s past. The half-breeds and
the Metis had been increasingly at
odds at least 20 years before the
resistance, and the origins of their
divergence lay in the nature of Red
River and fur trade society.”

In the aftermath of the 1821 merg-
er of the Hudson’s Bay Company and
the rival North West Company (after
called the HBC), the Red River
settlement — roughly the area from

A Snug Little Flock: The Social
Origins of the Riel Resistance of
1869-70: by Frits Pannekoek,
276 pp., Winnipeg, Watson &
Dwyer, $35.

the Forks in present day Winnipeg to
Lower Fort Garry — was home for a
few hundred people that steadily
grew in numbers to reach about
11,000 by 1869. It was a diverse
group: Scottish descendents of the
Selkirk settlers, British HBC offi-
cials, retired company servants,
both white and mixed-blood, Angli-
can missionaries and the Catholic
Metis and clergy. It was hardly the
“snug little flock” Red River histori-
an Alexander Ross wrote about in
the 1850s.

Mr. Pannekoek chiefly, though not
exclusively, concentrates on the var-
ious Church of England ministers
who tried to bring Christianity and
civilization, one and the same in the
1820s and after, to the “barbaric”
fur trade colony. In the early 19th
century, Red River was in no way a
favorite posting for any Anglican
official, and those who were sent out
tended to be of a less desirable
quality. Once at the settlement, how-
ever, they were elevated to a status
well-above what they were accus-
tomed to. Some lived up to the task
of providing leadership for the Prot-
estant population; most, as Mr.
Pannekoek discovers, did not.

Hindering success was racism.
While Red River may have been
geographically and physically iso-
lated from the rest of the world, its
white European inhabitants brought
with them feelings of superiority and
prejudice towards their mixed-blood
and native neighbors. Because so0

many former HBC employees had

married or lived with Indian or
half-breed women, tension in the
community was great. This was ag-
gravated further in the 1830s follow-
ing the arrival of a small but vocal
contingent of white women. In their
attempt to build what Mr. Panne-
koek calls “a.little Britain in the
wilderness” the women as well as
the Anglican clergy were ruthless.
Fur trader Kenneth McKenzie’s two
half-breed daughters, who were for-
tunate enough to attend the private
school administered by Rev. David
Jones in 1832, were “forcibly kept
from their Indian mother and
whipped by John Macallum, the
school master, when they attempted
to give the poor ragged woman des-
perately needed clothing.”

Like in any small town, gossip was

rampant and usually vicious. No
more so that in the famous scandal
which erupted in 1850 after Mrs.
Sarah Ballenden, the mixed-blood
wife of Chief Factor John Ballenden,
was accused by the Scottish Mrs.
Anne Pelly and others of having an
affair with Vaughan Foss, a dashing
captain of the Chelsea Pensioners.
The result was a public trial which
further divided the small communi-
ty, this time permanently.

Through all of this, Mr. Pannekoek
suggests, the half-breeds were be-
coming a confused people. Unlike
the Metis, who were nurtured by the
Catholic Church and had developed
a strong identity since the Battle of
Seven Oaks in 1816, their English
brethren belonged nowhere. They
were considered inferior and unac-
ceptable to the Protestant elite and
most of the Anglican clergy, and
their religious indoctrination pre-
vented them from uniting with the
Catholic Metis.

In the 1860s, near the end of the
HBC'’s reign of power at Red River,
Rev. G.0. Corbett, a rabidly anti-
Catholic Anglican minister from
Headingley, nearly provided the es-
sential leadership that was lacking, .
but he became embroiled in a scan-
dal himself when he was accused of
performing an abortion on a 16-year-
old girl that he had apparently made
pregnant (who said Canadian his-
tory was dull?). Nevertheless, he
had convinced the half-breeds that
they should support his campaign to
make Red River a Crown colony.
Later when joining Canada became
a more likely alternative, the half-
breeds looked to the Canadian an-
nexationists, and not Riel and the
Metis, for leadership.

“By 1869,” Mr. Pannekoek writes,
“Red. River was a society whose
Catholic and Protestant parts were
pitted one against the other. It was a
society in which white looked down
on mixed-blood, Catholic suspected
Protestant, halfbreed distrusted
Metis, and clergymen opposed com-
missioned gentlemen.” )

In challenging conventional wis-
dom on this subject, Mr. Panne-
koek’s interpretation of the histori-
cal evidence is impressive, although
in my mind it is not entirely clear
how and why the half-breeds aligned
themselves with the Canadians
fighting Riel. Still, the work and
research presented in this book are
an important contribution to Manito-
ba’s history. Frits Pannekoek has

raised new questions and provided .

critical insight. For that he should
be praised.

. Euis Riel (centre) surrounded by his council in 1869 at Red River.










BRANDON HISTRIVIA

% W

Where did the name” Brandon originate?

How and when was the name brought to Canada?

Was Lord Selkirk honored by the naming of the first
lludson's Bay Company fort at Sourismouth?

Where in England was the original Brandon House
located?

Hlow was Queen Elizabeth 1 related to Charles Brandon
and Henry VIIT?

Was Charles Brandon the Duke of Brandon?

When did the Hudson's Bay Cempany bulld their post
near Rrandon Will on Charlron Lsland?

What year did the HBC fort builder, Douald MacKay,
come to Sourismouth Erom James Bay to build the flirsr
Brandon Wouse?

Why couldn't Donald MacKay have named the post to
honor Lord Seikirk and the Duke of Brandon?

The answers to the above will be found in the follow-
tnp condensation of The Brandon Hill Connection.

ETOMOLOGY OF BRANDON

A(cnrdinp to prnmlnpnl historians in Brandon, Suffolk,
the name nvnndon is a corruption of the Roman word
“BRANODUNUM) meaning a stronghold (fort, cas stle or forti-
fied mount) beside a stream. Branodunum was built in
circa 49 A.D., to guard the bay northwest of present day
Brandon, Suffelk. Where the town now stands there was
once a castle, and a ferry to cross the Roman highway
between Londinium (London) and THE WASH. On the eastern
coast was another fort called CAMULODUNUM. About 425 A.D.
Romanized Britons renamed Branodunum, Brancasteri Camulo-
dunnm, Colchester, and the community where the highway
crossed the tributary of the Great Ouse river, Brandon
forry. The suffix was dropped In later years. The castle
was wamed Brandon Castle, and, in 1070, it was the head-
quarters for William The Conqueror. The French influence
introduced the language of that country, and families
living in the Brandon area used the prefix De or Le. By
the fifteenth century, however, the prefix had been dis-
cont inued.

New York's etomologists, La Relna Rule and William
K. Hamnond, in their book on the subject, clalm that the
corruption, Brandun, became an Old English root word, and,
through common usage, evolved into”Brandon?

Brandon, Sulfolk, is the oldest industrial centre in
Fngland. 1ts flint mines predate the days when Abraham
dwelt in a tent. The £lint was used for bulldings and
also for flint lock guns. Hence the keen interest of the
Tudor kings and queens who owned the armament Factories
near the town. Sir Charles Brandon, whose name was taken
from the town by his ancestors, became the brother-in-law
of King Heary VITI through his marriage to Henry's sister
Hary, the dowager queen of France, in 1515, Charles Bran-
don, the son of the celebrated William Brandon, the
Standard Bearer for Henry VIL at the battle at Bosworth
in 1485, became the Duke of Suffolk, and also the uncle
of Queen Elizabeth.

1t was through that connection,then, that the Queen

returned to Pristolians the historic Brendan Hill her
father had impounded when he married Anne Bolyn. And
when she visited Bristol in 1574, she knighted the promi-
nent John Young. Since that tiwe, the fortified hill has
been known as Brandon Hill. 1In 1148, the propeity was a
holding of the Abbey of Saint Augustine, and a hermitage-
memerial was built on the summit of the Lill to honor
Saint Brendan, the Irish monk-navigator.

SAINT BRENDAN

Saint Brendan was born in Treland in circa 48B4 A.D.
Hle builr a hermitage on a meunt then known as SLIABI DIAD-
CNE, according to historian  Martin Kavanagh. When
Di. Ceorge Petrie conducted the geographical survey of
Ireland in 1833, at which time he anglicized many irish
wames, the name of the mount was changed to Brandon Hill
- probably to coincide with the Bristol hill and another
Brandon Hill located on the southeast coast of Lreland.
The latter hill was likely named for the wealthy Edwund
Brandon famlly which had moved there from Suffolk in 1619,
prior to {ts emigration to the USA, where the town of
Rrandon, Florida, was established.

Strange as it may seem, Brendan has become a popular
christian name all over the English speaking world, with
some men being named Brendan Brandon. 1t is understand-
able why many people in Ireland and in the Bristol area,
as well, believe that the name Brandon is the same as
Brendan. Mowever, when we investigate the oripin of both
names, we find that Brandon comes from the Roman word
BRANODUNUM, while Brendan appears to have come f[rom the
Irish root word O'Branain.

SCOTTISH DOUGLAS FAMILY

The historic titles held by the noble Douglas Families
of Scotland - the Black and Red — were merged in modern
times by the Dukes of Hamilton. The First Earl of Douglas,
Wiltiam Douglas, became the third Duke of Hamilton in 1650
after his marviage to Anne, Duchess of lHamblton. The 4rh
bDuke of Hamilton became the st Duke of Brandon in 1711 -
a political ploy to represent the County of Suffolk in the
House of Lords. But the plan didn't eventuvate until 1782
when the 4rh buke of Brandon, who was a coustn of Lord

Selkirk, was accepted in the ltouse. However, the Duke was
not a sharcholder in the Hudson's Bay Company, according te

archival material in ludson's Bay Library.

When Thomas Douglas (Fifth Earl of Selkirk) inherited
his family's wealth and plurality of titles in 1799 (upon
the death of his father), he purchased a large block of
BC srock because the price was very low. lle had intended
to practise law and had little feeling for the fur trade.
Mis ambition was to create settlements in Canada for his
Countrymen. Hlowever, in 1807, he marrvied Jean, the only
surviving daughter of James Wedderburn Colville, who was
a large shareholder in the Company. And with the assist-
ance of his two brother—-in-laws, Andrew Colvilie and John
Halkett, he acquired 116,000 square miles of fertile land
in Canada. But, according to the in-house book written by

Sir William Schooling, that event didn't take place until
June 12, 1811 — ecight years after the Jrascible Donald
Mackay' had named Lhe First Brandon House at Sour ismouth.
How could he have anticipated the coming events?

ORIGTN OF DUKE OF BRANDON MYTI

The myth concerning the wnaming of the first Prandon
House as a tribute o the fourth Duke of Brandon appears
to bave been started when Dr. George Bryce visited what
he thought was the first site on the right (west) bank of
the Assiniboine on the old Mair homestead in 1888, But we
now know that he had feund the remains of the Nor'Wester's
La Souris fort, an extensien of their Assiniboine llouse
across the river where also stood the first Brandouw House —
both of which had been named in 1793. And, for want of a
better reason, he suggested in his report that the H.B.Co.
had probably named their post to honor the fourth Duke of
Brandon, whe had been accepted by the British House of
Lords in 1782 to represent the Gounty of Sulfolk.

Dr. Bryce's report also Implied that the Duke of Brandon
was a large sharcholder in the H.B. Co., which,of course,
was erroneous. And, unfortunately, the myth has been
perpetuated by historians and journalists. Two examples
are: The Face of Yestervday, and the article on page A 2 of
the Centennial edition of the Brandon Sun, both of which
show the location of the old trading posts southwest of
Brandon, instead of southeast at Sourismouth. The lare
Dr. D.A. Stewart's paper on the trading posts, which was
published in 1923, stated that the claim to connect

Lord Selkivk's cousin, who had taken a seat in the Housze
cf Lords In 1782, with the naming of Brandon Nouse was an
anachronlsm of seventeen years.

However, two fur-trading posts in the Red River Settle-
ment were named for Lord Selkirk — Fort Douplas at The
Forks, and Fovt Daer at FPembina.

SUMMARY

BRANODUNUM, from which the name "Brandon"
was takem,was built in 49 A.D.The celebrated
Brandon family,which was related to Queen El-
izabeth I,took its name from the corrupticir of
the Roman name,as did Brandon,Suffolk,a vill-
age located on the Brandon River.The Queerr
had an interest in the armament factory im
Brandon,Suffolk and she visited the area many
times during her reigne.

On the bank of the Brandon River stood the
Brandon Castle and a villa named BRANDON HQUSE.,
Queen Elizabeth visited Bristol in I574 at which
time she gave back the historic hill,which was
once known as Brendan Hill,to Bristolians.And
from that day férth it has been known as Brandon
Hill.Captain Thomas James,a Bristolian, tran"—
ferred the name to Charlton Island in IéTI
Hudson®s Bay Co.tuilt a fur trading post at the
foot of Brandon HilI in I675.In 1793 the HBC
sent their fort builder,Donald MacKay from the
James Bay to Sourismouth east of present day
Brandon,Manitoba *o build a post in competitiom
to the NOr Westers.He named the vost BRANDON
HOUSE.Captain Peter McArthur was instrumental
in naming our city:At the corner of sixth st-
reet and Pacific,BRANDCN HOUSE,one of the city's
picneer hotels,was named to honor the HBC post.











