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Editor's Preface

The following collection of documents has been prepared in the belief that together
they make up a readable and vivid account of the conflict of purposes that led to the
birth of the original Province of Manitoba. Most have been published before, but are
not readily available; the remainder are published for the first time, particular the
important diary of Sir Stafford Northcote, Governor of the Hudson's Bay Company,
kept during his visit to Ottawa in 1870. The convenience and novelty of having the
major documents in one volume is thought to justify the reprinting of those already
in print.

Debts as well as documents were collected in preparing the volume. | wish to thank
the Manitoba Record Society, and especially its General Editor, Professor W. D.
Smith, for help and advice in preparing the volume. The Provincial Archivist of
Manitoba, Mr. H. W. Bowsfield, has greatly helped in this as in so much of my
work. Dr. W. Kaye Lamb -and the staff of the Public Archives of Canada have, as
always, been prompt to aid the researcher. Miss Malvina Bolus, editor of The

Beaver, has identified Hudson's Bay Company personnel for me, as did the late
Dr. Albert B. Corey of the New York Historical Society with other names. The staff
of the Library of the University of Manitoba were as always helpful. My secretary,
Mrs. J. C. Buchanan, and the secretary of the Department of History, Miss M.
Kawata, have toiled cheerfully, as I trust, to give my writing and dictation the
satisfying clarity of good typing. | must also thank Mr. Barry Hyman, MA., who as
my historical assistant as the volume went to press did those things that had to be
done.

I owe especial thanks to the present Lord Iddesleigh for permission to publish the
diary of Sir Stafford Northcote, and to Professor G. F. G. Stanley, of the Royal
Military College, Kingston, whose scholarly alertness and generosity first saved
Rev. N.-J. Ritchot's journal from complete loss, and then granted me permission to
publish an English translation of it. These two documents are the core of the
volume.

I alone am responsible for the text of the introduction, the introductions to the
separate documents, and the text of the documents, together with the notes.

University of Manitoba, 1965
W. L. Morton.
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Introduction

The Province of Manitoba was born in 1870 of the need of Canada to expand and
the desire of the Red River Settlement to have a voice in its own government. It
came to birth in the transfer of Rupert's Land and the North Western Territory from
the Hudson's Bay Company to the Dominion of Canada. The new Dominion had as
its destiny the union under its government of all British territory in northern
America. Its great central provinces urgently needed new land for farmers' sons and
new markets for its business houses. But the people of the Red River Settlement and
the North West, officers and servants of the fur companies, Scots half breeds and
French métis Selkirk settlers and American and Canadian traders, had a half
century of life separate and distinct from that of Canada behind them. Accustomed
to practical freedom and a measure of self-government, they had for some time been
on the brink of receiving more as a separate colony, no longer under the Company,
but under the Crown. They had anticipated having more self-government, and they
therefore wanted that also from the transfer, not merely a change from familiar to
strange governors.

The desire of Upper Canada, become the Province of Ontario in 1867, to expand
was well known. It had been declared with vigour in 1857 by the Globe of Toronto
and the Legislature of Canada.' The accepted policy of the Canadian government
came to be, indeed, to claim all the territory explored by the French as far as the
Rockies as rightfully Canadian.? An exploring expedition from Canada studied the
routes to the west and the resources of the Red and Assiniboine valleys from 1857 to
1859. Its report, published by H. Y. Hind, became one of the major sources of
information on the North West, then as unknown and misunderstood much as the
Canadian North is today. An interest in the North West was

! For example, Globe, Dec. 23, 1856; Jan. 6, 1857; See also Canadian Library Association,
Canadian Parliamentary Debates, 1857, Mar. 2 and Mar. -1; Journals of Legislative
Assembly, 1857, 382.

2PAC, C.0. 42/609, Head to Labouchere, Jan. 9, 1857, with Minute of Executive Council
setting out Canadian claim.

®H. Y. Hind, Narrative of the Canadian Red River Exploring Expedition of 1857 and
the Assiniboine and Saskatchewan Exploring Expedition of 1858, (London, 1860).



created among the Canadian public. Ties were strengthened, or created, between the
Red River Settlement and Canada, the French missionary ties with Quebec, the
journalistic ties between The Globe and its offshoot in Red River, The Nor'Wester.
Above all, a few Canadians settled in Red River, such as John Christian Schultz and
Henry McKenney.* With some Red River people, such as James Ross, son of the
historian of Red River and educated in Knox College, Toronto, they became the
party of Canadian Manifest Destiny. The leader of this Canadian party carne to be
the energetic Schultz. From 1860 to 1869 this party worked and waited for the
advance of Canada into the North West. By 1868 “the Canadas,” as the suspicious
métis called them, through Schultz had established contact with the first members of
Canada First, a group of young Canadian expansionists in Ottawa and Toronto.®

“The Canadas” found their friends among the Selkirk Settlers, who were farmers for
the most part and tied to Upper Canada through their pastor, Rev. John Black of
Kildonan, and by bonds of kinship, education and religion with Upper Canada.
Otherwise the Canadians were free traders, or dabbled in the free trade in furs. This
gave them a few friends among the métis and half breeds, but made them rivals of
the Hudson's Bay Company and its accepted free traders, such as .Andrew
McDermot and A. G. B. Bannatyne. Most of the Settlement preferred the
continuation of Company rule and the direct connection with Great Britain to
government of the colony falling into the hands of the Canadian party and its friends
from Canada.’ The Company was familiar; Great Britain was trusted; Canada was
judged by the Canadian party. If any change was acceptable to a majority, and it was
known change must come, probably the most acceptable change would have been to
have Red River made a Crown Colony.

Distrust and fear of Canadian expansion was, in fact, general throughout the
Settlement. But it was strongest amongst the French clergy, the French Canadians of
St. Boniface, and the métis of the French parishes. There was much need for
immigration from Lower Canada, now the Province of Quebec. Its people had been
going to New England for a generation. Yet French Canada had historic ties of
exploration and living ties of kin and mission work with the North West. Its
nationalism, inflamed anew by the controversy over Union and Confederation, was
prepared to see in the fate of the métis the fate of the French element in the North
West. French Canada, however, was cut off from the North West by Upper Canada;
it feared that expansion might benefit only Upper Canada; it seemed for this reason
to become opposed to the acquisition of the North West.” As a result, Canadian
expansion westward seemed to be only for the benefit of English Canada.

4 W. L. Morton, Manitoba: a History, (Toronto, 1957), 110-111.

® G. T. Denison, The Struggle for Imperial Unity, (Toronto, 1909), 15.

®W. L. Morton (ed.) Alexander Begg's Journal of the Red River Resistance and Other
Documents, (Toronto, Champlain Society, 1957), 10-12.

"PAC, Globe, Apr. 2, 1858; May 24, 1899; July 7, 1859; Sept. 15, 1859.



Thus the fears and doubts with which the people of Red River and the North West
viewed the transfer to Canada were held much more strongly by the French of the
North West, and especially by the métis. The Red River habit of self-government
and the expectation of more with the end of Company rule were valued more by the
métis than any other group. The British settlers and Scots half breeds might be
prepared to trust the government of Great Britain to see that Canada did right by the
people turned over to its sway. The French Canadians might even trust George-
Etienne Cartier to see to it that his French compatriotes in the North West were
justly treated. But the métis and the missionaries from France had not the
connections that made such trust possible. They felt they had to rely on their own
resources. These they had in the council and bonds of the buffalo hunt, with their
traditions and habit of common action, and in their leader, born and educated with a
sense of mission, Louis Riel fils.8 The métis were determined to resist action by
Canada in the North West, and the proclamation of its government there, until terms
of self-government and explicit benefits had been negotiated with the govern-ment
of the Dominion of Canada. From this determination came the Red River Resistance
of 1869,y one outcome of which was the birth of the Province of Manitoba.

The Resistance of 1869 rested on the premise that Canada had no legal rights or
powers in Red River, because the transfer had not been completed, and because the
people of Red River had not been consulted. Its leaders asserted that the authority of
the Hudson's Bay Company had ended with its agreement to the transfer. They held
therefore that there was no legal government, that the people at Red River were in a
state of nature, and might lawfully, under the law of nations, set up a provisional
government for their mutual protection and security.'® This exercise in natural law,
somewhat clerical and somewhat American in its assumptions :and terminology,
overlooked both the sovereignty of the British Crown and the fact the Hudson's Bay
Company authorities were to govern until a Canadian governor took over on the
agreed date of transfer. And William McDougall, sent as governor designate from
Canada, did indeed feel he must attempt to take over on what he supposed, or
hoped, was the date of transfer.

These legal considerations, though important, were secondary in nature. The
Resistance was in fact to initiate negotiations with Canada on the terms of the
transfer, and the benefits the people of the North West might expect to receive

8 PAC, Macdonald Papers, 103, “Notes on the Red River Troubles,” written for Cartier by
Ritcot.

® Ibid.; see also G. F. G. Stanley, The Birth of Western Canada, (Toronto, 1960), 57-58.

19 Begg, Journal, “Declaration of the Inhabitants of Rupert's Land and the North-West,” 447-
448.
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from Canada. No terms had been included in the Deed of Surrender other than those
granted to the Hudson's Bay Company, such as the payment of £300,000 and the
retention of one-twentieth of the land in the fertile belt of the North West.” It was
left to Canada to deal with the people of the North West. To study their
circumstances and needs and recommend action was the chief function with which
William McDougall and his advisory council were charged.'? There can be little
doubt that within the year measures for self-government, for land grants and titles,
and for railway construction would have been recommended. There can be no doubt
that these would have been well considered and just.

Unfortunately, many factors - the feeling of the métis that they had been abandoned
by the Hudson's Bay Company, fear of a land rush by English speaking and
Protestant Canadians, the likelihood of being swamped by an Ontario majority - all
these things induced Riel to amuse the métis, to impose a check on the transfer and
to demand terms, particularly terms of self-government and land titles. In doing this
Riel and his associates were encouraged and aided by the clergy in Red River.
Bishop Alexandre Taché, who undoubtedly would have reassured his people and
maintained their rights, was absent at the Ecumenical Council in Rome. Riel was
also aided and abetted, somewhat gratuitously, but in ways he was not yet prepared
to reject, by the Americans, - H. M. Robinson of the village of Winnipeg, Enos
Stutsman the fiery, legless lawyer from Pembina, and the newly appointed and
overbusy Vice Consul, Oscar Malmros from St. Paul.™® They hoped to obtain
support from that city, deeply interested as it was, in the trade of Red River and the
future of the North West.

Both the fear of trouble in Quebec and of American intervention under pressure
from the annexationists of St. Paul led the Canadian Prime Minister, Sir John
Alexander Macdonald, to respond to the news of the Resistance by recognizing at
once its threat and its character. He stopped payment for the transfer and dispatched
commissioners on Canada's behalf. The first two were sent to pacify the métis, and
really to take the place of the absent Bishop Taché They were Rev. J. B. Thibault, a
priest who had served in the North West since 1838, particularly at Saint-Francois-
Xavier, until retirement to his homeland of Quebec in 1868. He was universally
loved and respected among the French and métis. His companion was Charles de
Salaberry. A son of the victor of Chateauguay, de Salaberry had served as
quartermaster to the Canadian government exploring expedition of 1857-59, knew
Red River and its ways, and was widely respected throughout the Settlement.

" E. E. Rich, The Hudson's Bay Company, 1670-1870, Vol. 11, 1783-1870, (London, 1959),
880-890.

2 E. H. Oliver, The Canadian North-West: Its Early Development, 11, “Instruc-tions issued to
Hon. Wm. McDougall as Lieutenant-Governor of the North-West Territories,” Sept. 23, 1869,
878-880.

* Begg, Journal, 86.
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Their function was to explain the intentions of Canada and to reconcile the leaders
of the Resistance to the transfer, at least to the extent of not resisting the transfer by
violence. Their errand, however, was rendered unavailing by the degree to which the
movement had developed and by Riel's sharp refusal to deal with anyone not
accredited by the government of Canada to negotiate terms of transfer with a
provisional government of Red River. Thibault and de Salaberry were, in effect,
politely detained in the Bishop's Palace in Saint-Boniface, and the copies of the
Proclamation of the Governor General, Sir John Young, they had brought for
publication were also held. (They peacefully remain in the Archives of the Palace to
this day.) How Thibault spent his days is unknown; no doubt pleasantly enough. The
more 3ctive de Salaberry, true to his martial lineage, organized and trained a boys'
band.

The Resistance was not to be subdued by blandishments, and perhaps little was
expected of this first commission. The next commissioner was a more formidable
man, and was given quite different instructions. This was Donald A. Smith, chief
officer of the Hudson's Bay Company in the Montreal district. He was sent to
strengthen and reassure by his presence the officers of the Company, and to revive
its prestige, especially over the métis, some of whom it employed and whose furs
and pemmican it bought. Moreover, he was empowered to treat with “the people of
Red River” on the terms of entry into the Dominion.’ His task, therefore, was to
treat with the whole of the people of the Red River, and not just with Riel's
Provisional Government.

That body had been declared to be in existence by Riel and his associates on
December 8, 1869. A first attempt to unite the whole settlement, English as well as
French, behind Riel and his program of resistance had already failed. A convention
of representatives of all the families of the Red and the Assiniboine had met on
November 16, and had produced the first “Bill of Rights.” But its work had been
harassed by doubts of the convention's legality, and was quite upset by the defiance
of members of the Canadian party under Schultz and their rising at the call of
Governor McDougall and his lieutenant, Colonel J. S. Dennis. The latter had led the
Canadian surveyors, the stopping of whose work on October 11 had begun the
Resistance. The outcome was the capture of the Canadians in Schultz's house in
Winnipeg, their imprisonment in Fort Garry and the proclamation of the Provisional
Government by Riel and the council of the métis alone. The Government was thus
simply the council of the buffalo hunt elected for a political purpose. It remained
military and insurgent in character, and was not fitted to be either a peaceful or a
representative negotiator.®

 Ibid., 82 and 90.

% Oliver, Canadian North-West, 11, “Commission issued to Donald A. Smith, appointing him
special commissioner, Dec. 17, 1869,” 907-08.

16 Begg, Journal, 79-80.
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The commission of Donald A. Smith empowered him to consider with the people of
Red River and transmit to the Canadian government terms governing the future of
those people in the Dominion. But how was Smith to communicate with the people
of Red River? The Council of Assiniboia had ceased to sit, and had never consisted
of elected representatives. The Settlement had neither as a whole nor in any open
and formal way approved Riel's Provisional Government as representative of Red
River. There was, therefore, no body of representatives of Red River as a whole.
What Smith attempted to do in these circumstances was to undermine support of
Riel by using the influence of the Company upon the métis, and by appealing
directly to the people of Red River in a mass meeting held within the walls of Fort
Garry. In these two things he came near to succeeding. Some métis were detached
from Riel; a public meeting was summoned by Smith to hear him as Canadian
Commissioner on January 19, 1870. As a result, Smith, not Riel, became for a
moment leader of the movement to formulate the terms Red River wished to put
before the Canadian government.*’

It was for a moment only. On the night of the first meeting, that of January 19, the
French clergy, along with Rev. J. B. Thibault, intervened, apparently to restore the
métis support that had defected from Riel. As a result, Riel, badly shaken on the first
day of the meeting, began on the second to recover his position, and in the office of
interpreter to regain the leadership of the movement to negotiate. He might yet be
able to have his own set of terms of union submitted to Ottawa rather than one
negotiated between Smith and the people of Red River.'®

The decision of the mass meeting was to elect a convention to prepare terms for
submission to the Canadian government. This was done at once, and forty delegates
met in the Court House just outside the walls of Fort Garry on January 25. The
debates of the Convention, and its elaboration of the second “Bill of Rights,” as the
terms of union were called, are recorded in the columns of The New Nation. This
was printed on a press seized by Riel, and at this time was edited by the American,
H. M. Robinson. The main interest of these events for this narrative is that the
procedure Riel had attempted in November, 1869, he now used again, and Riel tried,
first by every proper means, and then by the threat of violence, to make his program
prevail. That program contained, or came to contain, two items which a majority of
the Convention was reluctant to accept. One was the establishment until union was
complete of a provisional government based on general acceptance, not on the
armed power of the métis; the other was the making of the North West a province of
the Dominion.

The origin of the second item is by no means clear. The territory to be transferred
consisted of Rupert's Land, at its greatest extent all the territory under the British
Crown draining into Hudson's Bay, from what is now northern Quebec

7 Ibid., 264-265; see Smith's Report, Apr. 12, 1870, as originally written p. 47. below.
'8 Begg, Journal, 266-270.
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and Ontario to the headwaters of the Saskatchewan. The area in question also
included the North Western Territory, that is to say, the Athabasca-Mackenzie river
basin. In the Red River debates, however, the North West seems chiefly to have
meant the plains from the Red River valley to the Rockies, with the Saskatchewan
valley and the forest country to the north. Whether the North Western Territory was
ever meant to be included is not clear. Not much thought, in fact, seems to have
been given to possible limits, or to the relation of the territory to the distribution of
population within it. It was simply assumed that all the North West would be added
to Canada, and it had always been assumed, and was now held by a majority of the
Convention, that it would be admitted as a “territory.” (As a unit of administration,
this term was chiefly familiar from American usage.)

Then, in the Convention on February 3, Riel suddenly thrust the issue of the North
West being admitted to the Dominion as a province for the first time into the
discussion of terms. For the remainder of the Convention Riel sought to have
admission as a province one of the terms of union. When on February 5 a majority
including four French members defeated his attempt to require that the terms of
transfer with the Hudson's Bay Company be annulled, he was furious.19

Riel's motives are nowhere stated. But they are to be guessed with a reasonable hope
of general accuracy. Underlying all the Red River Resistance was the question of
title to the land. Fur had been the source of livelihood and wealth under the old
order. But the new order that was coming was agricultural, and in it by definition,
the source of livelihood and wealth would be land. The day of the fur trader was
ending; that of the land speculator was dawning. For a decade uncertainty over land
titles had disturbed the Settlement; the last two years had seen the beginning of land
grabbing, some of it on lots already claimed under the jurisdiction of the Hudson's
Bay Company.?® All too evidently the success of the newcomer, the security of the
old settler, and the very survival of the French and métis community, unready as it
was for a new order it would no longer dominate, depended upon security of land
titles, or at least upon new grants sanctioned by the government and Parliament of
Canada. The agitation of the land question gradually made two things clear. One
was that the government of Canada meant to make the annexation of the North West
final and profitable by settling its lands and by building a railway into the North
West in part by means of land grants. To do this the Dominion would need control
of the lands. The second was that if the North West came in as a “territory” on the
American model - there was no British or Canadian precedent, except perhaps the
old Province of Quebec of 1774 to 1791 — the

®PAM, The New Nation, Feb. 11, 1870; see “Proceedings In The Convention,” below.
2 Archer Martin, Hudson's Bay Company Land Tenures, (London, 1898), Chaps. V and
VI; PAC, Diaries of Dr. William Cowan, July 19, 1869.
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Dominion would control the lands of the territory, as did the government of the
United States the lands of the Territories. The North West would become a national
domain, its public lands owned by Canada.

This was the main significance of Riel's sudden demand that the North West enter,
not as a territory, but as a province. His aim was to make such terms with Canada as
would enable the people of the North West to control its local government in the
early days of settlement, and as would allow them to possess themselves, as
individuals and as a people, enough of the lands of the North West to survive as a
people, and to benefit by the enhancement of the wealth of the North West that
settlement would cause. Riel had come by the idea, apparently in obtaining, by what
means is unknown, a copy of one of the two first published accounts of
Confederation, either Thomas Rawling's The Confederation of British North
America Provinces, or John Gooch's Manual or Explanatory Development of the
Act for the Union, published in 1865 and 1867%%. Whichever it was, the volume
seems to have contained a copy of the Quebec Resolutions or of the British North
America Act of 1867. Resolution 43 (7) of the Quebec terms and Section 92 (5) of
the AM explicitly stated that the provinces of the Dominion owned the Crown lands
of the provinces. If, therefore, the North West were to enter the Dominion as a
province, the government of that province would control the grant and sale of its
Crown lands, the whole enormous area of fertile land from east of the Red to the
foothills of the Rockies.

The possibility of such control made it too much for Riel to accept the rejection by
the Convention of his policy of seeking entrance of the North West as a province,
defeated although it was by the vote of February 3.22 The Convention had with
much reluctance, and only under pressure put on both the Hudson's Bay Company
and the Convention, and only after hearing that the ailing Governor of Assiniboia,
William Mactavish, urged the action, approved the setting up of a civil Provisional
Government. Riel with equal reluctance was elected its President. The program with
which he had set out in November, 1869, was now carried out, and the election by
the Convention of Judge John Black of St. Andrew's, (not to be confused with Rev.
John Black), Rev. Noel-Joseph Ritchot of Saint-Norbert and Alfred H. Scott of
Winnipeg, as delegates to negotiate with the Canadian government completed its
work, and set Riel's policy of insisting on negotiated terms of entry on its way to
completion. This position gave him the means to pursue the policy the Convention
had rejected.

2L pAM, Ross Papers, Riel to James Ross, Feb. 21, 1870, in which Riel asks Ross for his book
on Confederation. The books may have been Thomas Rawling's The Confederation of the
North American Provinces, etc. (London, 1865) or John Gooch's Manual or Explanatory
Development of the Act the Union of Canada, Nova Scotia and New Brunswick under the
Name of Canada with the Text of the Act, etc. (Ottawa, 1867). The latter, from its nature,
seems more likely.

2 PAM, The New Nation, Feb. 11, 1870.
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Riel at once used his position as a President elected by a Convention of
representatives of all the Red River parishes as a ground for treating the delegates as
delegates of his government, not of the Convention, and for rewriting the “Bill of
Rights” of the Convention. He and his advisers produced in private a new, third,
“Bill of Rights:” It provided by Article 1 that the North West was to enter the
Dominion as a province.23 Like the two previous Bills, it demanded a railway to
Red River, but obviously its draftees had no thought of a railway to the Pacific. It
not only claimed the status of a province for the North West; it also asked that
special land grants be made to the métis in recognition of their share in the Indian
title to the land. Thus, the demand for the creation of a Province, despite the
resolution of the Convention, was to be put to the government of Canada.

The “Bill of Rights,” however, was to receive yet another revision. George-Etienne
Cartier, at the height of the troubles, had urgently asked Bishop Taché to return
from Rome. The Bishop left the great Council of his Church and reached Ottawa in
early February. He left it about mid-February, and set out for Red River by St. Paul.
What passed between him and the government in Ottawa, and what he was
empowered to do in Red River is uncertain. There can be little doubt that his
mission was not merely one of conciliation, but that he was a bearer of con-cessions,
or a negotiator of terms.?* Certainly Riel at first received him with deep suspicion;
“it is Canada that passes,”® he said as the newly returned Bishop went by to Saint-
Boniface. That is, he saw Taché as the representative of the Canadian government,
even as a Conservative, while his own sympathies and policies were nationalist and
Rouge.

However that may be, Taché brought back with him, whether at the sug-gestion of
the government, or of Catholic friends in Ottawa, or as a result of his own
reflections, the belief that the terms of entry into Canada should contain a safeguard
for confessional schools. The first reference to this, is to be found in a letter from a
prominent French Canadian living at Pembina, Joseph Lemay, with whom Taché
stayed on his way through. Certainly the need of such a safeguard, and an apparent
reconciliation between Riel and Taché led to a fourth, and as it proved, a final re-
writing of the “Bill of Rights.” This fourth version not only contained the demand
for entry as a province; it also contained in Article VII provision for the
continuation of the existing confessional schools of Red River. The new province
would thus be bilingual by Article I, have a second chamber like Quebec to protect
minorities, and a dual system of confessional schools like the Province of Quebec.?
The province would not only control its own lands; it

% Begg, journal, 515-6.

2 pAC, C.0. 42/685, Young to Granville, Apr. 11, 1870, “. . . Taché expressed himself as
quite satisfied with the terms accorded himself and his Church.”

% Dom Benoit, Vie de Mgr. Alexandre Antoine Taché, (Montreal, 1904), 11 59.

% George Bryce, “Two Provisional Governments of Manitoba,” Transactions of the Historical
and Scientific Society of Manitoba, No. 38 (Winnipeg, 1890) also Manitoba Free Press, Dec.
27,1889.
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would create within one province that union of French and English institutions that
had been accepted as between Ontario and Quebec, but not within Ontario. Thus,
the demand for the status of a province had become one freighted with great
significance for the future of the North West, and indeed of the Dominion.

It was the fourth “Bill of Rights” that Black, Ritchot, and Scott, without apparent
demur, took with them to Ottawa in April. The government of Canada thus found
itself confronted, in the terms borne by the delegates from Red River, with a lot of
specific demands and also with the general request that the North West be admitted
as a whole to the Dominion. It was to be admitted as a province with all the powers
and with the status of a province; - a province with a constitution maintaining racial
and confessional equality as understood in the Province of Quebec.

The idea had already been mentioned to the government by Commissioner Donald
A. Smith. Smith had left Red River on March 18, and reached Ottawa early in April.
His report, dated April 12, records the demand for the status of a province, but also
its rejection by the convention. It recounts and correctly assesses the well
intentioned but rash expedition of Canadians and their sympathizers from Portage la
Prairie.?” He knew nothing of the happenings in Red River since his departure.
There the Provisional Government had proclaimed civil rule on May 9. Riel and the
two elected secretaries of state, Louis Schmidt and Thomas Bunn, together with
members of the former métis council such as Ambroise-Didyme Lepine, functioned
as an executive. The revised Bills of Rights were their work. An Assembly was
elected from the parishes, and sat from April 26 to May 9. Its principal work was a
revision and codification of the laws, or regulations, of the Council of Assiniboia
under which the inhabitants of the Settlement had lived, except the parishes at
Poplar Point, High Bluff and Portage la Prairie. The normal seasonal life of the
Settlement was resumed. The execution of Thomas Scott on March 4, a result of the
Portage expedition, which Smith had striven to avert, and which by April was
arousing anger among Ontario Protestants, had no apparent effect in the Settlement.
It was either accepted as a necessity, or resented in shocked silence.?®

In law, the execution of Scott had no relevance to the matter of the terms of entry.
The legality of the first Provisional Government, by which Scott had been executed,
had been recognized by no one, and certainly not by the Government of Canada.
The Convention elected by the people of Red River had elected delegates

%" Begg, Journal, 540, see also F. N. Shrive, “Charles Mair: A Document on the Red River
Rebellion,” Canadian Historical Review, XL (3) Sept., 1959, 215-226. This interesting
document is not included among those printed with Begg Journal, or here, because it was not
contemporary, but written years after the event. Its interest lies in revealing the temper of the
Ontario Protestant, unchanged after fifty years, and so unmistakably expressed at the time.

%2 pAC, Secretary of State for the Province, 1870, (78) J. J. Hill to Howe, April 22, 1870.
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who might be sent as representatives of the people of Red River. The second
Provisional Government was simply accepted without comment as a necessary stop
gap; no officer or act of it was ever recognized and it was to vanish without a trace.
But, in fact, the delegates, as representatives of the Convention of the people of Red
River and not, as Riel claimed, of the Provisional Government, had to be received.

These gentlemen had made their several ways to Ottawa. Judge John Black had
been secretary to Adam Thom, first Recorder of Assiniboia, and then an officer of
the Hudson's Bay Company in Fort Garry from 1851 to 1852. The next ten years he
spent in the Australian colonies. In 1862, however, he returned to Red River as
Recorder, and there he had resided ever since. Popular with the established English
people of Red River, whom he was elected to represent, conventional to a degree
and full of common sense and legal prudence, he viewed the Resistance, the
Convention and the Bill of Rights with a contempt that even his being Chairman of
the Convention and delegate failed to hide. He acted simply in the interest of peace
and in the hope of an issue out of the troubles. The judge left for Canada with
Captain C. A. Boulton and traveled separate from the other delegates in a bustle of
outraged dignity to St. Paul and Ottawa, where he arrived on April 17 and put up at
the Russell House.”

Rev. N: J. Ritchot was quite a different character. Born in Assomption, Quebec, he
had served in the priesthood there until 1862. In that year he had come to Red River
at the invitation of Bishop Taché, and in 1863 began to serve as cure of the parish of
Saint-Norbert in which he continued, except for a period on the Qu'Appelle, until
the Resistance. When that began, Ritchot was one of the clergy who undoubtedly
both encouraged Riel to resist Canada and helped him keep the movement and the
impetuosity of his followers within bounds most of the time. Like his fellow clerics,
he acted on the theory, mistaken though it was in law, of the right to set up a
provisional government. It was natural, therefore, that he should be chosen as the
representative of the French element in the North West. No one of education, other
than Riel who could not be spared, or the Bishop who was not available, could have
represented better the fears and desires of the French and métis community.*

Ritchot traveled with the third delegate, and before his arrival in Ottawa is
discussed, it is necessary to record what is known of Alfred H. Scott. Scott was an
American, probably of recent British origin, who with some few of his countrymen
since 1860 had drifted into Red River, and in particular the new village of
Winnipeg. This scatter of stores and saloons had been formed by free traders in
opposition to the Hudson's Bay Company, and was the natural haven of Amer-

% Begg, Journal, 392; see also p. 97 below (Taylor letter, Apr. 19).
¥ L, A, Prud'homme, Noél-Joseph Ritchot, (Winnipeg, 1928), 1-21, sketches Ritchot's life
before 1869.
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icans, whether they came as free traders, saloon keepers, handy men, or deserters
from the Union army. Whether Scott belonged to one, or any, of these groups does
not appear. He seems to have been a drifter, popular in the saloons of Winnipeg,
who acted for the more important members of the American party, Enos Stutsman,
H. M. Robinson, George Emmerling and H. S. Donaldson. In a curious gust of
frontier democracy - it seems to have been that, not contrivance by either the French
or the American party - he was elected a delegate to represent the American element
in Red River.

The interesting result was that of the four “parties” in Red River, British, French,
American, and Canadian, only the last, its members either in jail or scattered by the
execution of Thomas Scott, was not represented on the delegation sent to discuss
terms of union with Canada. It had, however, two representatives, Schultz, who had
fled by the Winnipeg River and Lake of the Woods to Duluth and St. Paul, and
Charles Mair, who had snowshoed from Portage la Prairie over the plains to St.
Paul. Their oratory was already arousing the Orange lodges and Canada Firstmen in
Ontario to deal with the delegates of Red River when they should arrive.*

Ritchot and Scott, together with Colonel de Salaberry, were making their way by
dog sleigh up the Red River and overland to St. Cloud. Scott had, so it was reported,
some valuable mink furs from the Hudson's Bay Company stores, perhaps just to
pay expenses, perhaps a bit of plunder all too likely to be carried by a traveller out
of the fur country.* They made their way from St. Paul by rail across the United
States to Buffalo. From there on the route was secret, but they were escorted to
Ottawa, no doubt on Macdonald's order as Minister of justice, by members of the
Dominion Police.®® In that city, which they reached on April I1, they were arrested at
once on a warrant sworn out before a city magistrate at the instance of Hugh Scott,
the brother of Thomas executed outside the walls of Fort Garry. Scott had acted out
of bitter anger, but this reception of two of the Red River delegates had been
inspired by the agitation worked up by Schultz, Mair and George T. Denison, all
members of Canada First.**

The negotiations were thus almost made impossible before they began. Ritchot and
Scott were not jailed, however, but were held in the Episcopal palace of the Roman
Catholic Bishop of Ottawa. When the news reached Lord Granville, Secretary of
State for the Colonies, he cabled at once to ask if it had been done by the

%1 Begg, Journal, 8-10.

%2 |bid, 342 and 358.

®¥ pPAC, Macdonald Papers, 244.
% Begg, Journal, 126.
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Canadian government. Sir John Young at once assured him that the act was the
result of private initiative, and announced that the government had appointed the
counsel for the defence.®

This occurred on April 23, and the two were set at liberty. With this contretemps
ended, the government squarely faced the issue the arrival of the delegates had
raised. Their coming was the result of an invitation issued by a Commissioner of the
government, Donald A. Smith. But since they had been appointed, Thomas Scott
had been executed and the anger of the Orange element in Ontario aroused by
Schultz and Mair. To receive the delegates as formally accredited the government
had never intended, for it had no intention of recognizing the Provisional
Government. Even to receive them openly would be much more than would be
politically prudent. On the other hand, Granville insisted that they be heard, even if
only by the Governor General. Macdonald and Cartier, the members of the
Dominion Cabinet appointed to confer with the delegates, therefore had no choice
but to meet them, They could only insist that they were delegates of the people of
the North West, not of the Provisional Government.*®

The political circumstances the Resistance had created and in the midst of which the
delegates were received were stated with force and vividness by one of our
witnesses of the birth of Manitoba, Sir Stafford Northcote. On April 28 he wrote to
Disraeli:

The situation here is curious and interesting. Macdonald and Cartier, so long as they hold
together, and so long as Cartier commands the French vote, are very strong. Ontario,
however, is the dominant element in the Dominion and tends to become more and more so,
and Macdonald is not supreme in Ontario, if even he has a majority there. Quebec, on the
other hand, is alarmed at the power of Ontario, and desires to neutralize it by creating a
French Catholic province in the North West. This had a great deal to do with the origins of
the present difficulties, which have been fomented by the French priest, Bishop Taché, it is
supposed, throwing the first brand after a personal quarrel with Cartier, though he did not
mean to do quite as much mischief. The result has been the almost open raising of a national
struggle between French and English, the former openly advocating Riel's cause until he
made the stupid blunder of shooting Scott and setting themselves strongly against an
Expedition that it seemed very doubtful at one time whether Cartier would be able to retain
his command of them. Ontario on the other hand has been for war and forcible measures from
the first, and when Scott's death was known there was an outburst of fury, and a band of
filibusters would have gone off had the Expedition been checked. Upon any division that
might have taken place the English would have had a large majority in the House of
Commons, for the opposition would have gone with Macdonald in this question. But it would
have been a division between French and English (eo nomine), not between Catholics and
Protestants (for the Irish would have all gone against the French) and the result would have
been either to make a split between Macdonald

¥ PAC, C.0. 42/685, Young to Granville, Apr. 19, 1870.
¥ PAC, C.0. 42/685, Young to Granville, May 5, 1870.
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and Cartier, or to destroy the influence of the latter with his own party - either of
which results must soon have destroyed the present combination and would
probably have produced permanent hostility between the two races. The two leaders
have shown great skill and tact in avoiding the catastrophe.*’

To receive the delegates, to meet their terms as far as possible, even to create a
province in the North West, all were necessary to avoid a French and English break
and to preserve Confederation.

The three delegates were therefore met privately and informally at the Bishop's
Palace, and also at Cartier's house by Sir John Macdonald and Cartier on April 23.
Black and Scott were apparently prepared to accept this mode of proceeding as
adequate, and began to discuss the “Bill of Rights” as terms of entry. But the more
interested, and more astute Ritchot declined to participate until the delegates were
formally accepted as such in writing by the Canadian government. His refusal to
begin the negotiations forced Joseph Howe, as Secretary of State for the Provinces,
to write a brief letter welcoming the delegates to a conference with Macdonald and
Cartier. The letter, however, was addressed to them as individuals, not as delegates,
and carefully refrained from referring to them as such, or to the Provisional
Government. As an official letter of acceptance it was manifestly inadequate, but it
satisfied Ritchot and the negotiations began on April 25. They went forward
speedily, and were to be completed by May 2.3

These conferences were secret, were not reported at the time, and have left few
traces in the known surviving private papers of the participants. It is this secrecy and
lack of record that makes some of the documents published of especial value: the
diary of Sir Stafford Northcote and the letters of J. W. Taylor. Both men were
deeply interested in the events at Red River and their possible outcome. Both had
intimate sources of information, and they probably recorded all that was known by
any one not actually at the conferences. It seems that, for the present at least, these
documents, along with the journal of N.-J. Ritchot, constitute the chief sources of
information for the birth of the Province of Manitoba.

It is therefore important to look briefly at these men. Sir Stafford Northcote came to
Ottawa as Governor of the Hudson's Bay Company. That office he had assumed as
late as January 5, 1869. The transfer of the proprietary rights of the Company in
Rupert's Land had already been agreed upon. Sir Stafford was elected to his office to
safeguard the Company's interests in the transaction. He was a member of a long
established Devon family. He had risen steadily as a Member of Parliament in the
ranks of the Conservative party, for which he had become financial critic. He had
been in the Conservative cabinets of 1858 and 1866, and

" BM, Iddesleigh Papers, Add. Mss. 50, Northcote to Disraeli, Rideau Hall, Ottawa, Apr. 28-
9, 1870.

% Prud’homme, Ritchot, Howe to Ritchot, 99; PAC, C.O. 42/686, Young to Granville, May 5,
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was to hold high office in later years, and become Lord Iddesleigh. Northcote's
election as Governor by a Court of Directors long under Whig-Liberal influence was
perhaps an attempt to stand well with both parties at the crisis of transfer.*®

The difficulties that the Resistance had caused of course endangered the interests of
the Company as well as those of Canada. Its principal fort and storehouse had been
seized; a year's trade was in jeopardy; the bargain with the British Government
might be upset. Moreover, there was always the danger that the Resistance itself
might have the sympathy, if not the support, of discontented winter partners of the
Company. (The Resistance had indeed much sympathy and a little support from
Company officers at Red River.) It was thought prudent by the Committee of the
Court of Directors that the Governor should be in Ottawa when the delegates of Red
River were there. It was even planned that Northcote should, if it seemed necessary
to him, proceed to Red River itself, like Sir George Simpson before him, to deal
with the threat to company interests on the spot. Sir Stafford had every reason,
therefore, to seek to be as well informed as possible as to all attempts to end the
troubles in Red River.

Very different from this agent of the old Company was the other source of
information on the negotiations, J. W. Taylor. The former represented a vanishing
regime and one phase of the ending of British power in America. Taylor represented
an alternative new power in the North West. He was a representative of the local
manifest destiny of St. Paul, its desire to make the British North West its
commercial tributary. Born in Ohio, Taylor had become a publicist and historian
who eventually had made St. Paul his home. There he became the tireless advocate
of northwest settlement, a Pacific railway by a northern route, and of the
commercial and perhaps the political union of the American and Canadian North
West. This persistent belief, very much an assertion of faith when Taylor began to
urge it in the 1850's, was to earn him the nickname of “Saskatchewan” Tagllor and
was to lead him, as American Consul, to make Winnipeg his final home.*

A Democrat, Taylor had supported the Northern cause as a War Democrat, and in
1861 was made an official in the United States Treasury. He had used his position
there, and the opportunities for study which Washington offered, to continue his
advocacy of the resources of “central British America,” as he called the Canadian
North West, and of the desirability of keeping them open to development by
American commerce and capital. When there was trouble in Red River, therefore,
and the American Vice Consul, Oscar Malmros, was forced

* Rich, Hudson's Bay Company, 11, 884; see also Andrew Lang, Life, Letters and Diaries
of Sir Stafford Northcote, First Earl of Iddesleigh 1, (London, 1890), 323-25.

“ See Theodore Blegen, James Wickes Taylor, A Biographical Sketch, (Minnesota
Historical Society Bulletin Vol. | [4]).

xxiii



to retire because of the publication of indiscreet parts of his official reports, it was
natural for the Grant administration to turn to Taylor. In April, 1870, Hamilton Fish,
the American Secretary of State, sent Taylor to Ottawa as special agent to report to
him on the conduct of the negotiations.*! Taylor, therefore, had every interest in
learning all he could to report to Fish. And just as Northcote had entrée in Ottawa
because of his position and English connections, so Taylor had also through his
longstanding acquaintance with politicians such as Joseph Howe.

What these two witnesses heard and recorded, are, with one other document, the
chief evidence as yet available of what took place in the negotiations for the entry of
the North West into Canada. The other is Ritchot's own account, which is included
to round out the known primary documentation. Events then and in after years,
however, made the character accorded the delegation and the question of a general
amnesty to cover all acts, including the execution of Scott, much more urgent than
the question of entry as a province or a territory. Neither Northcote nor Taylor, nor
even Ritchot during the period of his diary had much reason to be greatly concerned
with this latter issue, and accordingly our documents, scant enough in themselves,
have little indeed to offer on the explicit question of why Manitoba became a
province in 1870.

What does emerge from the documents, and from a consideration of the whole set of
circumstances is that the question of self-government for Red River had been
answered in advance. The Canadian government had never thought of not granting
self-government. The only doubts had been as to when, and in what manner, and to
what area. The demand for self-government was in itself evidence of the need to
grant it, and there was thus, apparently no argument over the grant of provincehood
to Red River. But the grant was confined to the actual Red River Settlement; the
demand for the giving of self-government to the whole North West was quietly set
aside, and not discussed thereafter. That vast area was to be governed from Ottawa,
not by a Red River legislature. As the right to confessional schools had either been
granted to Taché before he returned to Red River, or was granted without discussion
to the delegates to keep Quebec quiet, the control of education, as part of
provincehood, was also quickly conceded. So also were federal financial subsidies
and the provincial institutions of a legislature and courts.

There, however, the grant of the status of a province stopped. The control of public
lands, yielded to the British colonies after 1839 and made part of Confederation by
the British North America Act, was not to be given to the proposed province of
Manitoba. These lands, with those of the vast remainder of the North West,

“ Taylor had been under instructions as a Special Agent on Red River since the beginning of
the year. NAUS, Department of State, Instructions to Special Mission, 1852-86, Fish to Taylor,
Dec. 30, 1869.
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were to be withheld “for the purposes of the Dominion,”* or the rapid settlement of

the lands by homestead grants and the rapid building of a Pacific railway subsidized
in part by land grants to the builders.

The claim of the métis to the land in right of their Indian descent and participation in
the Indian title to the lands of the North West, not yet extinguished by treaty
between the Crown and the Indian tribes, and their desire for lands as

a stake and a defence in the new order, were to be settled by the confirmation of the
titles of halfbreed heads of families, and by grants of two hundred and forty acres
each to their children.”® Thus the lands of the North West did not pass under the
control of a government dependent on support from the representatives of no more
than twelve thousand people settled along the Red and the Assiniboine. Neither was
a treaty made between the Crown and the métis as though they were aborigines.
They were confirmed in their lands, and their children given land partly as settlers,
partly as descendants of aborigines. As a people, and as individuals, they were given
a stake in the new order, lands on which they might live safely as a people, or as
individuals, as long as they chose to hold the lands, and to live by the land alone,
without recourse to the hunt or to trade. These aspects of the bill that was taking
shape were therefore an attempt, prudently calculated, to allay the fears of
dispossession among the métis, to enable them to live in the new order, if they could
adapt themselves to a sedentary life, and at the same time to leave the North West
open to Canadian expansion, and make its lands the means by which that expansion
was in large part to be accomplished.** The Manitoba Act, by its grant of
provincehood and halfbreed lands, thus became the key to open the North West to
Canada.

When these issues had been settled, the negotiations for the initiation of a new order
in the North West were, in effect, at an end. Judge Black set out for England; Alfred
H. Scott departed for New York. The legal draftsmen began putting the terms of the
“Bill of Rights” and of the agreements reached through negotiation into legal
terminology as a bill to be introduced into Parliament. But the work of Ritchot was
only half done. He had to take back to Red River not merely a Manitoba Act; he had
also to take unequivocal assurance that a general amnesty covering all offences
would be granted. Young's Proclamation of December 6 had promised one to all
who laid down their arms, but it had deliberately not been proclaimed in Red Ricer
while some still had arms in their hands to resist the introduction of Canadian
authority. An amnesty had no doubt been promised Taché as he was to claim, but
that promise, if made, was made in February before the execution of Scott. Did the
promise include such acts, or could it have been made, once such an act was known
in Canada? Ritchot had to have the most

“2 Statutes of Canada, 1870, “Manitoba Act;” 33 Victoria, chapter 3, Section 30.
% Ibid., Section 31.
“ See “Debates on the Manitoba Bill,” p. 216 below.
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reassuring pledge of an amnesty, if the Manitoba Act were to end the Resistance and
persuade Riel and his followers to admit the agents and authority of Canada into
Red River.

Thus Ritchot continued to press Macdonald and Cartier for such a promise while the
Manitoba Bill was being drafted. On May 2 it was brought down in the House of
Commons by Sir John. His speech introducing the Bill throws some light on the
negotiations from which it came, and also on the circumstances in the House.*
Macdonald's government was supported by the great majority of French members. It
also had a large number of supporters from Ontario, but that Province had been
predominantly Grit and Liberal for a generation. The government had, therefore, to
pursue such policies as would hold as much French support as possible while losing
as little English support as might be. The French supporters of the government,
though not declared nationalists, favoured Riel's Resistance and the pass-age of a
Manitoba Bill giving self-government, the use of the French language, and
confessional schools. The Ontario members were either in opposition, and ready to
make the most of the agitation caused by the execution of Scott, or government
supporters who could not afford to yield too much of the demands of Red River
delegates either in the Manitoba Bill, or by way of an amnesty. Between that Scylla
and this Charyhdis the Bill had to be steered.

Macdonald's task, then, was one of justifying the Bill as an easy and natural
response to the realities before the government. He made no reference to the failure
of the government to carry out its policy of unconditional transfer, none to the
resistance of the métis, and none to the execution of Scott. The government on
advice had simply decided then rather than later to grant self-government to the
people of the Red River Settlement in the form of a province. The issue of province
or territory he skated over quickly, by saying quite unconvincingly that the concept
of a “Territory” as a political organization was American and had no place in
Canadian usage. But on the lands he was firm; these must be controlled by the
Dominion both in the Province and throughout the territory to be annexed.

Here, then, was the outcome of the Resistance, the Convention, and the
negotiations; a restricted province in a restricted area; the acquisition by Canada of
the North West and all its fertile lands, except those granted to the Hudson's Bay
Company and to the children of half breeds. The expansion of Canada had been
assured by the negotiations and confirmed in the terms of the Manitoba Bill; the old
order of the Company and the halfbreeds had won such conditions in government,
schools and lands that might make it possible for them to survive and reconcile
themselves to the new order.46

“ Ibid.
“® See Begg, Journal, 384, on the spirit in which Ritchot's report as delegate was accepted in
Red River.
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Macdonald, who had rarely spoken better, thus carried his great work of political
consolidation of the northern half of the continent one stage further. But on May S
he collapsed in his office in the agony of an attack of gall stones.*” He had been
reported to be drinking, always a sign of strain with him, and the effort of the
negotiations, to find terms that would hold his government together and bring the
North West into Canada without American intervention, had tried him beyond
endurance. His life was feared for at first; when he rallied, he had to spend the
summer convalescing in Prince Edward Island. The burden of carrying the Bill
through and carrying out its terms fell upon Cartier.

The not less difficult task of opposing it fell upon Alexander Mackenzie He, in fact,
chose to criticize rather than oppose. The acquisition of the North West had long
been more a Grit than a Tory measure. George Brown had been its apostle as no
other man had. And some of the Canadian party, and a good deal of expansionist
interest came from Mackenzie's own country in the western tip of the Ontario
peninsula. He therefore accepted the Bill in principle, and criticized the
government's mismanagement of the transfer, on which there was much to be said.
The actual terms he questioned in only one major aspect, - the placing of the
western boundary so as to exclude the Portage settlements. As these were Protestant,
English, and under Canadian influence - there were indeed a few Canadian settlers
there - the settlements had perhaps been excluded purposely, although the province
of the Bill was in fact simply the old circular District of Assiniboia made square.
The government at once accepted the change and the western boundary was moved
westward to the longitude of 99 degrees.*® Neither Mackenzie nor any other
participant in the debate touched on, much less opposed, the provision for separate
schools, the use of the French language, or the provision of a legislative council.

The debate in fact became largely a battle between Joseph Howe, the Secretary of
the State for the Provinces, and William McDougall over their respective roles in
the Red River Resistance. The issue was purely persona) and political, and had
nothing to do with the creation of the Province.

Indeed, only in the speech of Adams G. Archibald of Nova Scotia, and that of
Cartier, did the debate return to the theme of the purpose and character of the Bill.
Archibald's speech was a plea for the need for reconciliation and the acceptance of
the Bill as a deed of partnership between French and English Canadians in the
development of the North West. It was a speech of moderating wisdom by a gifted
man of much common sense, and the first example of the role the Atlantic provinces
had been expected to play in the working of the new Dominion,

4" D. G. Creighton, Macdonald: the Old Chieftain, (Toronto, 1955), 68. See “Diary of Sir
Stafford Northcote”, p. 98 below.
8 Statutes of Canada, 1870, “Manitoba Act”, 33 Victoria, Chapter 3, Section 1.
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that of the creative third party.*® And Cartier's speech was a typical piece of his
brusque debating style. He defended the Bill against attack, and asserted the
practical and indeed imperative necessity for the granting of provincehood if the
North West was to be secured. In many ways, the original bungling of the transfer
was his; so also was the recovery of the initiative by the acceptance in large part of
the “Bill of Rights” and the establishment of French institutions in Manitoba and the
North West Territory.50 Not without reason does his bust stand, however little
regarded, on the grounds of the Legislative Buildings in Winnipeg.

The passing of the Act, which became law on May 12, was, however, only a small
part of the work Cartier had to do. Three urgent issues had still to be dealt with. One
was to satisfy Ritchot and the Provisional Government that an amnesty would be
granted for all acts of resistance, including the execution of Scott. Another was to
determine the character of the military expedition that was preparing to march to
Red River. The third was to install the government of the new Province of
Manitoba.

The first matter was not settled by Cartier; it was to vex Canadian politics for four
unhappy years. He took the line that, as all acts of resistance had taken place before
the transfer was completed, political responsibility for all crimes lay with the
government of the United Kingdom. But both he and Lord Granville's personal
representative in Ottawa, Sir Clinton Murdoch,> undoubtedly led Ritchot to believe,
by their verbal assurances, that an amnesty would be granted by the Imperial
government to cover all criminal acts of the Resistance, including the execution of
Scott. In this belief Ritchot returned to Red River; this assurance he gave to Riel; in
this confidence the Manitoba Act was accepted.® Riel accordingly allowed the
métis to go off on the buffalo hunt and boat brigades, while he waited unarmed to
complete a peaceful transfer. And Bishop Taché's failure later in a worried summer
to get written assurance of the amnesty led to the belief, not yet dead among
descendants of Riel's followers, that he had betrayed Riel and sacrificed the métis to
the Conservative party and the Canadian government.

The second issue was similarly clouded. The expedition had first been planned to
forestall the threat of an Indian rising, or of American intervention. As time passed,
the second factor became more and more important. The role the British

9 See “Debates on the Manitoba Bill”, p. 216 below.

%0 BM, Northcote Papers, Northcote to Lampson, Apr. 20, 1870; Creighton, Macdonald: the
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troops were to play in the expedition, that the Imperial government should show its
authority by this final penetration of the continent on the eve of the withdrawal of all
troops from Canada, became more and more significant.

With the passage of the Act, however, the likelihood of a peaceful transfer became
so great that it was possible to consider dropping of the expedition. But a third
consideration had arisen. Because of the anger aroused in Ontario by the death of
Scott, many now demanded that the expedition should be punitive in character, and
avenge Scott. Such an expedition would have contradicted the purpose of the
Manitoba Act. This wild talk, and the probability of an expedition of filibusters if no
expedition were sent, added to the urgency of its being dispatched as planned. The
Red River Expedition, then, had three purposes in view; to reassure the Indians, to
make it plain to the Americans of the Imperial government's interest in the transfer,
and to establish order in Red River. But so fierce was the temper aroused against
Riel, so many eager English Canadians entered the two battalions of militia, one
from Ontario, one from Quebec, which with the 60th Rifles made up the Expedition
that the whole Expedition, including its commander, Colonel Garnet Wolseley,
seems to have thought that it had been sent to fight and capture Riel.>® The English
belief in the misnamed “Red River Rebellion” was already firmly planted.

The third task of the Canadian government, that of setting up a new government, of
course depended upon the assurance of an amnesty and the success of the Wolseley
expedition in assuring peace in the North West. There was first the difficulty caused
by the fact that legally no government might be held to exist, once the transfer was
completed and the Act proclaimed, until the assumption of the government by the
new Canadian governor. The passage of the Act on May 12 led to the completion of
the transfer from Company to Crown to Canada an June 23. The Act itself was
proclaimed on July 15. The legal government of the Company would in law
continue until replaced on the spot, but in fact it had ceased to function. Worried lest
there should seem to be some practical cessation of government, or some
recognition of the Provisional Government, Granville requested from the Company
and received a commission making Sir John Young or his deputy Company
Governor of Rupert's land in the interim. It was to be used if the Canadian
government saw fit, as in fact it did not.>* On July 15, 1870, the authority of the
great Company ended, and Rupert's Land and the North Western Territory became
part of the Dominion of Canada, which from that date extended to the Rocky
Mountains and the Arctic Ocean. But the new government would not begin until the
new governor arrived.

%3 Begg, Journal, 561-64.
%* See “Sir John Young's Commission,” p. 235 below; PAC, C.O. 42/686, Young to
Granville, May 26, 1870.
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This was to be the mild-mannered and bilingual Nova Scotian, Adams G. Archibald,
whose reasoned and conciliatory speech had made it easy for Howe to bring a
compatriot forward. Neither Quebecer nor Ontarian, the Nova Scotian assumed that
role of third party to French and English in Canada that had been foreseen as a role
of Maritimers in Confederation. The new governor traveled alone in August by the
Canadian water route. He did not come in the baggage of the Red River Expedition.
He failed to reach Fort Garry by the Dawson trail, perhaps through misadventure,®®
and thus was not, as might have happened, escorted to Red River by Taché and Riel.
He arrived late and alone on September 2, nine days after Wolseley occupied Fort
Garry and Riel fled. He was however, welcomed not by soldiers, but by Donald A.
Smith, special Commissioner of the Hudson's Bay Company and President of the
Northern Council, late of Rupert's Land. Smith, at Wolseley's suggestion, had
assumed the civil government, on no more than the magic of the Company's name in
order that Wolseley might avoid proclaiming martial law. The new and legitimate
government was proclaimed by Archibald on September 6, ten months after Riel
had stopped the surveys.> The Governor's Council was constituted on September 17
and in December the election of the first provincial assembly of Manitoba was
held.%” The Province of Manitoba was born, and Canadian sovereignty and local
self-government were established in the North West.

% Begg, Journal, 142-46; G. F. G. Stanley, Louis Riel, (Toronto, 1963), 150-56.

S PAC, C.0. 42/689, Archibald to Howe, Sept. 10, 1870. See Archibald's “Assumption of the
Government” below. See also Joseph H. Lehmann, All Sir Garnet (London, 1964), Chap. 6, on
the Expedition.

" F Milligan, “The Lieutenant-Governship in Manitoba, 1870-1882,” (Un-published MA.
thesis, University of Manitoba, 1948), Chap. 5.
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Canada's Provision For The Government
Of Rupert's Land

In the winter of 1868-1869 George-Etienne Cartier and William
McDougall for Canada brought to a conclusion the long drawn
negotiations for the surrender of the territory of the Hudson's Bay
Company to the British Crown for transfer to the new Dominion of
Canada." In the early summer of 1869 the Canadian government
introduced a Bill to make provision for the temporary government of
the transferred territory. The Act that resulted is printed below. There
was apparently little debate, and, probably, comparatively little
thought was given to the matter. It seemed only common sense to set
up, for the interim government of the transferred lands until conditions
were known and a definite form of government could be provided,
what a member of the government called, all too prophetically, “a
provisional government.”?1 t was, after all, a territory that was ceded,
and a “territorial” form of government on the British colonial model
would do for the ensuing year. Yet from this assumption much of the
trouble that followed was to flow.

An Act for the temporary Government of Rupert's Land and the North-
Western Territory when united with Canada.’

WHEREAS it is probable that Her Majesty the Queen may, pursuant to
“The British North America Act, 1867,” be pleased to admit

! For the terms see Oliver, Canadian North-West, 11, 954-963.
2 PAC, Canadian Parliamentary Debates, 1866-1870, May 29, 1869.
® Canada: Statutes, 32 and 33 Victoria, Chap. 3, 1869, 19. It was assented to June 22, 1869.
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Rupert's Land and the North-Western Territory into the Union or
Dominion of Canada, before the next Session of the Canadian Parlia-
ment: And whereas it is expedient to prepare for the transfer of the said
Territories from the Local Authorities to the Government of Canada, at
the time appointed by the Queen for such admission, and to make some
temporary provision for the Civil Government of such Territories until
more permanent arrangements can be made by the Government and
Legislature of Canada; therefore, Her Majesty, by and with the advice
and consent of the Senate and House of Commons of Canada, enacts as
follows:

1. The said Territories when admitted as aforesaid, shall be styled
and known as “The North-West Territories.”

2. It shall be lawful for the Governor, by any Order or Orders, to
be by him from time to time made, with the advice of the Privy
Council, (and subject to such conditions and restrictions as to
him shall seem meet) to authorize and empower such Officer as
he may from time to time appoint as Lieutenant-Governor of
the North-West Territories, to make provision for the
administration of Justice therein, and generally to make, ordain,
and establish all such Laws, Institutions and Ordinances as may
be necessary for the Peace, Order and good Government of Her
Majesty's subjects and others therein; provided that all such
Orders in Council, and all Laws and Ordinances, so to be made
as aforesaid, shall be laid before both Houses of Parliament as
soon as conveniently may' be after the making and enactment
thereof respectively.

3. The Lieutenant-Governor shall administer the Government
under instructions from time to time given him by Order in
Council.

4. The Governor may, with the advice of the Privy Council, con-
stitute and appoint, by Warrant under his Sign Manual, a
Council of not exceeding fifteen nor less than seven persons, to
aid the Lieutenant Governor in the administration of affairs,
with such powers as may be from time to time conferred upon
them by Order in Council.
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5.

All the Laws in force in Rupert's Land and the North-Western
Territory, at the time of their admission into the Union, shall so
far as they are consistent with “The British North America Act,
1867,” - with the terms and conditions of such admission
approved of by the Queen under the 146th section thereof, - and
with this Act, - remain in force until altered by the Parliament
of Canada, or by the Lieutenant-Governor under the authority
of this Act.

All Public Officers and Functionaries holding office in Rupert's
Land and the North-Western Territory, at the time of their
admission into the Union, excepting the Public Officer or
Functionary at the head of the administration of affairs, shall
continue to be Public Officers and Functionaries of the North-
West Territories with the same duties and powers as before,
until otherwise ordered by the Lieutenant-Governor, under the
authority of this Act.

7. This Act shall continue in force until the end of the next Session
of Parliament.



——

THE SITUATION



The Proceedings In The Convention,
February 3 To February 5, 1870"

The Convention of delegates elected by the English and French
parishes of Red River, as had been agreed at the mass meeting of
January 19 and 20, met first in the Court House outside the walls of
Fort Carry on January 26. They were twenty delegates from the
English parishes and the town of Winnipeg and twenty from the
French parishes. Judge John Black was elected chairman. The
record of the proceedings in English was kept by William Coldwell,
an excellent shorthand reporter. Coldwell had been co-founder of
The Nor' Wester, the first newspaper at Fort Garry and had married
a daughter of Alexander Ross, the historian; and so was brother-in-
law to James Ross.

The first days of the Convention were spent in examining the
credentials of Donald A. Smith. Then the discussion of a “Bill of
Rights” to be taken by Smith to the Canadian government began. It
was into the course of this debate that Riel introduced on its ninth
day the question of the admission of the North West to Confederation
as a province.

“A short interval having elapsed.
Mr. Riel again rose and said - The committee to whom was referred

the consideration of the points to be brought before the Convention
drew up two lists, one to be presented to Mr. Smith on the

'PAM, The New Nation, Feb. 11, 1870.
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event of our seeking admission into the Dominion as a Territory; the other
in the event of our going in as a Province .2 The conditions under which a
Province stands in the Confederation, are laid down in the Confederation
Act.? It is a very simple matter, and probably in the forenoon of tomorrow
might be discussed without difficulty. As a Territory we have made out our
list; but the list for admission as a Province, has also its advantages.

Mr. Ross* - It is a question whether we should not direct the Secretaries to
make out for Mr. Smith a copy of the List of Rights, and present them, with
a view to his being called on to pass an opinion on them tomorrow morning.
Mr. Riel opposed the latter suggestion, and ultimately the Convention
adjourned till the following morning.

TENTH DAY
Feb. 4.
TEN O'CLOCK, A.M. - Convention in session.

Mr. Riel - I was very nearly induced to adopt your view, ex-pressed in
committee, Mr. Ross, with regard to a Crown Colony. One important
consideration which we must bear in mind, is, that as a Territory we escape
a great deal of the heavy responsibility that may weigh on us as a Province.
Of course it would be very flattering to our feelings to have all the standing
and dignity of a Province. The exclusive powers to Provinces are
considerable, and in themselves satisfactory, if we found them applicable to
our case. (Mr. Riel then read the Confederation Act to show the powers
conferred on Provinces.) He alluded specially to article 5,> which provides
that the management and sale of the public lands belonging to the Provinces
and of the timber and wood thereon, is vested in the Province. This, he
alluded

2 This was a committee of six, composed of Louis Riel, Louis Schmidt, Charles Nolin, James
Ross, Dr. Curtis J. Bird, Thos. Bunn, to prepare a bill of rights for the Convention; Begg,
Journal, 289. It was obviously in this body that the idea of admission as a province was first
advanced.

® The B.N.A. Act, 1867, of course; the sections referred to are 58-68, and 92-95.

4 James Ross, son of the historian of Red River, Alexander Ross; a brilliant half breed, who
played some part in Red River politics, ruined his career by drink, and died young in 1871.

® Sub-section 5 of Section 92, the section which gives the subjects of jurisdiction in a province
of Canada.
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to, as one of the most important, as far as we are concerned. In looking at
the advantages and disadvantages of the provincial and territorial systems,
we have to consider fully the responsibility of our undertaking. Certainly
the North-West is a great pearl in the eyes of many parties. The claim put
forward for this country as a compensation for the Alabama claims, showed
an appreciation of its merits. That Canada wanted us so badly, shows a
further appreciation of our merits. Possibly our inexperience in the way of
government, and small population, might conduce to this independence
working disadvantageously. In several respects, such as the right to vote
and the question of the public debt, we might as a Province, ask the same
rights as a Territory [sic]. Speaking of the public debt, continued Mr. Riel, |
would call attention to the fact that the apportionment of some of the money
reimbursed to the carious provinces was as follows: - Ontario, $80,000;
Quebec $70,000; Nova Scotia $60,000; and New Brunswick $50,000 - in
addition to the amount of 80 cents per head allowed to the provinces. In
respect to Nova Scotia and New Brunswick they are allowed this 80 cents
per head until the population of each province has reached 400,000. Now
we certainly have not the population of any of these countries, but we have
a vast territory. Canada, let me add, having dealt unfairly with Nova Scotia
and New Brunswick regarding the apportionment of the public debts of the
various provinces, subsequently agreed to pay, in addition to what was
allotted to her [sic] on entering Confederation, $150,000 for ten years. This
was to make up for the injustice and sharp practice of which Canada had
been guilty at the time of Confederation. It is in the disposition of Canada to
cheat. She did so in these cases, and in some others that might be
mentioned. As to ourselves, | do not say positively that it is for our own
good to go in as a province; but I think it a fair matter for the consideration
of the Convention. On the whole I think that the position of a Province
might suit us better than that of a Territory, but found [sic] it very difficult
to decide.

Mr. Sutherland® - | am unable to see the great advantages which might be
secured by our going in as a Province. | think we ought to go in as a
Territory. As has been remarked, Canada may have been pretty sharp about
Confederation bargains, but | would

¢ John Sutherland (later Senator) of Kildonan.
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not fear her hereafter. If we get the bill of rights which has been made out, |
do not think there is any necessity for taking up the time of the Convention
with this other matter.

Mr. Riel - It is hardly the thing for a man employed in public business of
importance, to complain of loss of time. If we had to spend a month here in
such business, the time would be well spent. As to this question of a
Province, let me ask, is it not possible for us to settle our own affairs in a
satisfactory manner? Cannot we make regulations for outsiders, with
reference to the sale and disposition of our lands? This land question, and
that of our means of raising money, constitute perhaps the principal points
in the whole provincial arrangement. As to the administration of justice,
have we not in the chair a gentleman who has long acted in that capacity,
and who is amply capable of administering justice in the Territory (cheers)’
I would say, let us not go too fast. | have ample confidence in the good
sense of our people for managing all matters wisely; and as to matters of a
general nature, they will be managed by the Dominion (cheers).

Mr. O'Donoghue, seconded by Mr. Nolin,® moved an adjournment for
dinner.

By consent, Mr. Ross was allowed to speak. For my part, he said, | am
perfectly satisfied that going in as a Province will do us harm. This question
was considered in committee, and | understood we were to let it drop. Our
position, if we entered as a Province, would be very different than that of
the other provinces. They entered the Dominion entirely equipped with
roads, bridges, court houses, etc. They entered as full grown men and
having everything. We are here asking to be admitted as men, when, in
respect to our equipment and outfit, the country is only in its infancy
(cheers). We are in a position to ask, and of course can ask it. But | am
satisfied we can never get it. If we enter as a province we must take that
position with all its disadvantages as well as advantages. We have never
had the right of self-government in this Territory at all, and the bound from
that to being a Territory, in the form in which we want it, is a very

7 Judge John Black.

8 W. B. O'Donoghue, an Irish American who came to St. Boniface as a teacher and candidate
for Holy Orders in 1868, but joined Riel in 1869. A probable Fenian and annexationist: see
below p. 26. Charles Nolin, member for Ste-Anne-des-Chénes and independent of Riel.
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great one. But not satisfied with that, we take another leap. Could we attain
this object, it is very probable we would soon consider that we had hold of
an elephant (cheers).

Mr. Riel - What are the responsibilities? The construction of roads and such
like.

Mr. Ross - | will undertake to bring them out after the adjournment. But as
an illustration of provincial responsibility, let me instance the qualification
of voters. We wish that settled in a peculiar way in order to protect our
people. But if we go in as a province, we must either forego that, or ask
something peculiar, which is not granted to the other provinces - which is
not, in fact, given to a province. Then there is the question of our credit. |
am very doubtful what credit we could command. What money we could
raise would be on our vast Territory; and | do not think we would be wise to
endeavour to make money out of our public lands. Our best policy, | hold,
ought to be to deal liberally with our public lands. They would go for very
little if sold, and the opening up of the country would be very much
retarded. | would favor a liberal land policy, as near the United States
system as possible. If we are to be consistent in asking a homestead and
pre-emption law, we will not endeavor to make money out of our public
lands.

Mr. Riel - It is the first time you have had no ambition.

The Chairman - With the permission of the meeting | must say, that | feel
rather surprised at finding myself called on to deal with this question of a
Province, after we have so long been engaged in looking at ourselves in the
light of a Territory, and adapting as far as we could, the details of our new
garments to the new form which we expected to assume in the eyes of the
world. | began to hope that we were prepared to bring our labors to a
practical conclusion. But though you have been occupied for nearly two
weeks in considering the advantages of our entering the Dominion as a
Territory, we are now, apparently, to be called upon to go into an
examination of the advantages and disadvantages of being admitted as a
Province. How long this sort of thing is to go on, | am sure | do not know.
But if, after doing what we have done, we are to proceed to the minute
discussion of this new proposal, we may very likely sit here for all our days.
I do not see why, after we have finally disposed of
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this question, as we gladly thought we really had done, we should not
consider whether we ought not to be an independent Colony of England,;
and after that, why we should not consider annexation to the States and so
on (cheers and laughter). No doubt, we ought not to grudge any time that is
properly spent in the discharge of our public duties. But at the same time we
ought to see that we are spending our time on something out of which there
may be some practical outcome. | concur very much with Mr. Riel when he
says that we must not go too fast or too far. | believe we are about to try to
do that. There is not the least doubt but that, as a community, we may be
called young. Seeing that this is the case, and that, if admitted as a Territory
we shall be taking a very great stride in our national life, why strain after
that which is, in my opinion, unattainable? There may be advantages
connected with the position of a Province which would make it desirable.
But there are great disadvantages. Into these I shall not attempt to enter. |
really hope this question may be disposed of without our being called on to
go into the minutiae of the advantages and disadvantages of a Province. It is
clear to me, that even if it were possible for us to be admitted as a Province,
there are preponderating disadvantages. And if we are to go on looking at
ourselves as a Province and straining after that high dignity, | am very
much afraid that we may fall between two stools and be, perhaps, left to
ourselves. If that is wanted, perhaps it might be as well to say so. But |
believe it is not what is wanted. | wish to put it before you whether it is not
utterly hopeless for us to look for immediate admission into the
Confederation as a Province. Those Provinces which have been already
admitted into Confeder-ation, have been long accustomed to exercise the
honors of self-government; they have population, wealth, importance and
dignity, which do not belong to us, in this, the infancy of our days. What,
then, is the use of our spending time in the discussion of a matter which is
practically hopeless? Though | am far from underrating the re-sources of
the country, | am afraid we may make a mistake as to its value. It does not
follow that because Canada and the United States are very eager to get us;
that this country is so very valuable after all. May we not, in this respect, be
running the risk of making the same mistake the Beautiful Flirt sometimes
does (laughter), who with a long train of ardent admirers, dallies and
coquettes first with this one, then with that, and then with the other, - not
knowing which of the adoring
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swains to choose, until at last she finds herself obliged to put up with a very
hum-drum sort of mortal after all (renewed laughter); while he, on his part,
is gradually brought to a knowledge of the fact, that not only is the object of
his worship not the perfect angel of whom he had at first dreamt, but that
she is a very plain ordinary kind of being indeed (loud laughter). We want
very much, no doubt, to be made a great people (cheers). Every individual
wishes to get on in the world, and communities like individuals, wish to get
on. As a community we share in that common feeling. And just now we are
rather dazzled with the prospect of bounding all at once from a
comparatively obscure position to the important, prosperous and wealthy
position of a Province (laughter and cheers). But while we want this
dignity, we do not see how we ourselves are able to bear the expense of
reaching it. We therefore propose that the Confederation of Canada should
erect, as it were, all the scaffolding by which we are to be carried up to this
point of dazzling grandeur (hear, hear). In this respect we are in the position
of that most excellent and admirable man who, as a benefactor - “Out of his
great bounty built a bridge at the expense of the county.” (laughter). By
entering upon discussions which are beyond us, we may be letting slip that
opportunity we now have of being admitted into the Confederation as a
Territory, upon proper considerations. And standing here before you, with a
sincere desire for the general good, | must give it as my conscientious
belief, that if this country can be admitted as a Territory on just and
equitable principles, it is as much as we can look for. If we are only
reasonable and moderate, we have now within our reach something
valuable. But if you hanker too long about it - if you dilly-dally too long - it
may be that this opportunity will pass away (hears and cheers). | do
therefore most earnestly say to you, gentlemen. waste no time needlessly.
Take the tide as it now is, at the full, take it and | believe you are safe and
will be prosperous. On the other hand, neglect it, and what will be your
position? In a broker. and shattered ship, without helm, without compass, or
chart, - in a dark and dismal night, you are adrift upon a stormy ocean
amidst whose billows, and rocks and shoals, you are but too likely to
founder and make shipwreck (loud cheers).

Mr. Riel -- | think the Chairman's speech is admirable - its words are very
fine - but it has not the power to convince.
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At half-past twelve, the Convention adjourned for an hour and a half.
THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. - Debate resumed.

Mr. Sutherland - | move that further discussion on the question before us,
be considered unnecessary.

Mr. Boyd® - | second the motion. It seems to me most important that we
should first enter the Dominion as a Territory, and in due time take our
position there as a province.

Mr. Riel, in French, - interpreted by Mr. Ross - Mr. Sutherland's motion
seems to me, simply an exhibition of fear, without giving any reasons. A
man who acts in this way, is a man who might not un fairly be entitled a
coward. For myself, | say that discussion on this subject should not be shut
off. As a Province, we would have a higher status; and it is certainly worth
considering why we should not look for that higher status. It remains to be
seen whether we would be best as a Province or as a Territory. I, too, am an
English subject, but | do not wish to be so to excess. | never heard a more
unreason-able request than that now made, and in attempting to choke off
discussion in a matter of so much importance, Mr. Sutherland has shown
himself not to be the man for us. | move an amendment that the discussion
be continued.

Mr. Sutherland - If | pushed myself forward, | might take such remarks in
very good part. But | am not here to represent myself, and I know that my
constituents never expected that | would be detained here so long. As to my
part in the discussion, | do not believe that any member here can teach me.
We have considered the question this forenoon to no purpose. If anything
can be brought out for the good of the country | am willing to support it. |
have the good of the country at heart, and if | had not, | would not have
been going round these last few months without fee or reward.

Mr. Riel - | spoke of Mr. Sutherland as the representative of a certain
district - not personally. Personally | have a high respect for him, believing
him to be a good representative and an honest man.

® Alfred Boyd, English merchant whose residence was “Redwood” in St. John's parish; later
first Provincial Secretary of Manitoba.
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Mr. Schmidt seconded Mr. Riel's amendment.

Mr. Bunn'® - In favor of Mr. Sutherland's motion | would say that even if
the subject were discussed, and the merits in both cases equal, still, as a
matter of precaution, we ought not to enter as a Province first. By entering
as a Territory we have four or five years of experience, and we do not shut
off discussion - we merely take a longer time to it.

Mr. Riel - | cannot see the sense of the opposition to discussion. Why not
look at both sides. We must not get discouraged at the delay, as the matter
in which we are engaged is most important.

Mr. Ross - | think we ought to discuss the question on its merits, and think
we will come to a just decision. | am not in favour of our entering as a
Province, but am not against discussing it.

Mr. Bunn - Mr. Ross's course confirms me in my position. The whole
Convention looks to him for information, and he says that when he has
given us all the information he can, we will not seek to enter as a Province.

Mr. Riel's amendment was put and carried: - Yeas 20, Nays 19.*

An interval of a quarter of an hour ensued, after which Mr. Ross asked
leave to make a few remarks on the question as to whether it was desirable
to enter the Confederation as a Province or a Territory. At the outset, he
said, | may say in one word, that | am opposed to our entering as a
Province, and | am satisfied that my position will appear a just and good
one - a position for the interests of the people of this country. If we enter as
a Province, the first thing | have in my bill of indictment against that
position is, that the man we want to represent us in the Senate of the
Dominion, must possess, according to the fundamental act of union, $4,000
worth of real estate or buildings, above all liability. Considering our
peculiar cir-

19|_ouis Schmidt, educated métis and friend of Riel; secretary of the Provisional Government.
Thomas Bunn, son of Dr. William Bunn; later English secretary of the Provisional
Government.

1 Apparently a vote of twenty French against nineteen English, reduced by one owing to the
election of judge Black as chairman. In short, the Convention was an this vote rigidly divided
between French and English on the question of admission as a province or as a territory.
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cumstances, that would | think operate injuriously against us. The next
point I will mention is, that the Senator, even if possessed of this property,
must be nominated by the Governor-General of Canada - not elected by us
at all (hear, hear). And the man so nominated may be thoroughly hostile to
us in all respects. The next point | make is, that according to the act of
constitution, after the census of 1871, we would lose largely of the
representation we are now asking as a Territory. We ask four
representatives if we enter in that way, and taking all things into
consideration, we may get that number. But if we enter as a Province, after
the census of 1871 - that is, next year - we would lose three, if not the
whole of our representation, - because, according to the law of
Confederation, we must have a certain population before we can be
represented in the Federal Parliament. My fourth point is this, that the
Dominion Parliament has the full control of all the funds for public
purposes, - to be disbursed as they see right and proper - without heeding
any suggestion, dictation or control from us. They have the right to impose
taxes, at their discretion, for public purposes. This is something we did not
contemplate when arranging the terms on which we should enter as a
Territory. It is not that | see in this so much to fear for the people of this
Territory, but | would rather they should not run the risk of it. If we enter as
a Province, - and this is my fifth objection - the Dominion has a perfect
right to annul any decision which our Local Legislature may come to. Now
the very sense and spirit of some part of our discussion in the past, is that
we should have control of our local affairs. Having enlarged on this point,
Mr. Ross went on to say - | wish to call attention to the fact, that we have
laid great stress on the qualification of voters, as was shown by the fact that
we spent over a day in the discussion of the matter. If we enter the
Confederation as a Province, we must at once take the qualification of
voters prevalent in the Dominion.*> We cannot expect exclusive privileges,
if we want at once the status of a Province. Then, under the Confederation
Act, - and this is the next point - Canada has the exclusive right to legislate
with reference to the public debt. By the arrangement proposed as a
Territory, we settle the public debt at once, and do so in a manner which
can never be injurious to us, even if afterwards we become a

2 An erroneous opinion; provincial voters' lists were used in federal elections until 1885, and
again from 1897 to 1920.
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Province of the Dominion (cheers). Again, the Dominion has the exclusive
right to legislate in respect to the militia of the country. Are we to place
ourselves in a position where any member of us can be impressed into the
militia service of the Dominion in any way we do not choose? (hear, hear).
The Province has the right to impose direct taxation, and there might not be
any harm in that if our own people had control of the Local Legislature
always. But the time is coming, perhaps, when foreigners, having very little
sympathy with us, may exercise that right, and it may be that we will have
but a small voice in the matter (cheers). As long as we remain a Territory,
under the conditions we have set forth, there will be no fear of direct
taxation except under the control of the Local Legislature.” We have been
told further that we can borrow money on the credit of the Province. But
that might or might not be an advantage. The people of Red River, if they
had the right to borrow on the public credit, could borrow only on the lands
of the country.

Mr. Riel - I do not admit that.

Mr. Ross - The money can only be raised in that way: and as soon as we
attempt to make money out of the public lands, we deter emigration [sic].
All the money we can judiciously raise on our public lands, will not, in my
opinion, pay for their survey and management. My next point against our
entering as a Province, is that the Dominion has the right to appoint all our
judges.

Mr. Riel - You have been in Toronto, and would be chosen.

Mr. Ross - If | were to consult merely my own personal interests perhaps |
would wish this country to enter as a Province, but that would not be in the
interest of the people of the country. Having alluded to the Red River
people as a peculiar people, Mr. Ross went on further to argue against the
country entering the Dominion as a Province.

Mr. O'Donoghue - | have heard many eloquent speeches on this subject.
First of all 1 would refer to that of Mr. Ross. In the opening part of his
speech, he said that, according to the Constitution, if we entered as a
Province, we would not be entitled to more than one,

%3 In this Ross seems to be thinking of the status of an American territory - or state - before
1913.
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or perhaps half a representative. In this I did not find him consistent with
his position on a previous occasion. Then he told us that one could
represent our interests as well as three or four. | did not oppose him strongly
on that ground, because | knew it was a fact. And | have only to say if it
was a fact two days ago, it is a fact today, and that being the case it refutes
Mr. Ross's argument. As to the $4,000 worth of clear property which is
required from a member of the Senate, we must remember, in speaking of
the Constitution of Confederation in this and other respects, that it was
framed when the North-West was not a part of the Dominion (hear, hear).
And let me add, that you will find in the Provinces already Confederated,
some things which are not in accordance with the Constitution of
Confederation. In Newfoundland, for instance, they have universal suffrage.
Does any one fancy they will change the voting qualification there? They
never will. And if the North-West is to enter Confederation, why should
there not be special rules laid down as well in the event of its entering as a
Province as a Territorv? If under the Constitution of Confederation. we can
get the bill of rights which we ask as a Territory, why are we not equally
able to get it on entering as a Province? (hear, hear). Again. | cannot agree
with Mr. Ross in saying that Canada can throw on us any share she likes of
the debt of the Dominion. It would be unprecedented, and | am sure no one
in this country who advocates its incorporation into the Dominion as a
Province, would do so on the ground that we were to share the public debt
of Canada. Mr. Ross made so many points that I can hardly remember them
all. He alluded, among other matters, to the militia. He says that if we enter
as a Province, the general government would have control of the militia
here. If that is the case, it is surprising to me that Mr. Ross, as one of the
committee, did not think of preventing that in the bill of rights. In that bill |
find nothing inserted to prevent them from forcing us to go down and fight
the battles of Canada, whether we existed as a Territory or a Province. With
reference to the question of changing the Constitution, Mr. Ross argued that
if it were once changed by the Province, it might be ruin to the country. |
would simply say, in reply, that if this power of change is given, it contains
the further power of repealing any act of a former Legislature which may be
regarded as destroying the Constitution. If the enactment is found to be
injurious to the country, it can be repealed.
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Mr. Ross - But at the time, the power may be in the hands of foreigners.

Mr. O'Donoghue - With reference to the Governor-General having the
appointment of all the judges, | am very glad Mr. Ross reminded us of that.
We were forgetting a stipulation concerning it in the bill of rights. If the
Governor-General has the right to appoint judges in a Province, of course
he will have the same right in a Territory, if no special condition prevents it.
Mr. Ross further referred to our raising money on public lands and said that
all we could raise from them would not pay for the survey. As a Territory, |
would ask, have we any condition providing that we are not to be taxed for
the survey of the lands.

Mr. Ross - As a Territory, we have nothing to do with the lands.

Mr. O'Donoghue - We do not give them up, and in my opinion ought not to
do so. Besides, we raise money on the whole Territory - not on our actual
farms, and | am sure the North-West can raise as much money as perhaps
any other Province.

Mr. Riel - They want the North-West for that very purpose - to raise money
from it.

Mr. O'Donoghue - | do not declare in favor of a Province or a Territory.
Many things have to be considered. Mr. O'Donoghue here entered into a
lengthy argument showing the riches of the Territory - that money could be
raised from it by a Provincial Government - that they ought not to give up
the public lands to the country they joined - that in the event of our entering
Confederation, we had as much right to claim Canadian lands as Canada
had to claim our lands. In support of the latter position, he cited Texas,
which held its own public lands on joining the Union.14 It had been hinted,
he said, that if we did not close with Canada at once, we would have to fall
back upon our oars, and remain as we are at present. Perhaps that would be
best. He did not see why we should rush headlong into Confederation.
Might we not do at least as well as an independent Colony, or almost
anything else? We are independent

“This was in fact true: Texas was admitted with quite unusual conditions.
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now. Why not continue so? We are all reputed rich? Why not continue so?

Why not, as another alternative, alluded to by the Chairman - why not look
forward to annexation? With annexation to the States we would not have to
give up any of our Territory, rights or privileges.

Mr. Riel, in French, complimented Mr. O'Donoghue on his speech, and
agreed with him in the main. Mr. Riel then proceeded to deal with the
details that presented themselves in connection with this discussion. As to
the point concerning the judges, and other points which had been raised, he
argued that we had laid down some conditions as a Territory, and the fact of
our entering as a Province did not deprive us of the right to lay down any
restrictions. Having touched on other points, Mr. Riel referred again to the
question of occupying the time of the Convention, which had been raised by
some members, and urged that in matters of such vital consequence, the
Convention should take full time to deal with them. Mr. Riel alluded to a
remark of Mr. Ross in committee that it might not be bad for us to stay a
while before entering Confederation, - that it might be as good for us as for
Nova Scotia. He. (Mr. Riel) was glad to hear such an authority as Mr. Ross
on the question. It was not urged that we should stay out as long as Nova
Scotia did - but merely to delay in case they were unwilling to grant what
the Convention asked.

Mr. Fraser - No doubt, all parties have their minds pretty well made up. I,
therefore move that in the opinion of this Convention we should enter
Confederation as a Territory.

Mr. Tait seconded the motion.

Mr. Ross having spoken against entering as a Province, Mr. Fraser's
amendment [sic] was then put and carried - Yeas 24. nays 15.%

Mr. Ross, seconded by Mr. Taylor*®, proposed that during the evening, the
Secretaries furnish Mr. Smith with the List of Rights adopted, and that
tomorrow he come and give his opinion on the list.

' 1t is possible that the five presumed to be French votes that had changed from the last
division were those of the French independent of Riel.

'8 John Fraser, delegate with Sutherland from Kildonan; Robert Tait, delegate from St. James;
John Taylor, delegate from Headingley.
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Mr. Riel said that there was another article he desired to add to the list. He
would move an amendment, seconded by Mr. Poitras,'’ that tomorrow the
Convention consider an article, to be added to the list, providing that all
bargains with the Hudson's Bay Company, for the transfer of this Territory,
be considered null and void, and that any arrangements with reference to
the transfer of this country, shall be carried on only with the people of this
country.

Mr. Ross asked and obtained leave to withdraw his amendment, in order to
allow of a discussion on the point raised by Mr. Riel.

At 7 o'clock P. M. the Convention adjourned till 10 o'clock next morning.

ELEVENTH DAY
Council Chamber,
Feb. 5
ELEVEN O'CLOCK, A. M. - Debate resumed.

Mr. Riel - We must not regard the Company as something detestable. At the
same time we must bear in mind that the public interests must be above
those of the Company. | object to this getting one-twentieth of the land as is
proposed, - as it would give them a very unreasonable influence in the
country. It would perhaps enable them to double the number of their Forts
and their influence against the people. It meant five acres out of 100, and is,
in my opinion, altogether too large. With greatly increased influence
wielded by the Company, what would be the result? Had this tremendous
influence been in the hands of the Company, possibly when Dennis'® was
here, it might have been raised against us, - and the affair might have been
so disastrous as to result in the death of many in the room (cheers). | do not
say that the Company should be crushed, for they are a source of power in
this country, but we must keep them on the same footing as the other
merchants. They must take their chance with the people, as a portion of
them, and not as a section having a predominant influence. We have seen
how the agents of this Com-

7 Pierre Poitras was one of two delegates of Saint-Frangois-Xavier.

'8 ].'S. Dennis, leader of the Canadian survey parties. Riel was here both putting pressure on
the Company, and also resisting the decision just made to enter as a territory; see
“Introduction,” Proceedings in Convention, Begg, Journal, 96-97.
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pany acted towards our forefathers, - how a man may toil for them, - spend
years in labor for the Government, - and how after years were past, when he
asks for land, it is granted provided he has £18 and more to pay for it (hear,
hear). Very often, after a lengthened service with Company, and a term of
liquor-drinking, these employees of the Company have returned poorer than
they came, with scarce money enough left to take them home. Mr. Riel next
alluded to some of his relatives who had lived long here, and died without
attaining that competence which their labor and merits entitled them to, -
owing to the screwing down process which the Company had adopted in
this country (hear, hear). Again, on a late occasion they tried to sell us.
There never was a parallel case. A Company of strangers, living beyond the
ocean, had the audacity to attempt to sell the people of the soil. Instead of
being the “Honorable” Company, as they were usually termed, they ought
to be stigmatised with the prefix “Shameful” (laughter and cheers). To
serve their interests and purposes, they endeavoured to subvert ours. But the
truth of it is, the Half-breeds of the country must govern, with the other
portion of the people if they are together. For four months the English
speaking population stood aloof and took no part in the movement. But now
they came forward and try to cut down the rights to half rights. This is a
very serious matter. We have braved Indians and white men in maintaining
our present position. And if we do not all join in support of the present
order of things there will probably be massacre - not perhaps immediately,
but within two years. Throughout, the Company has pursued a course which
can only be called detestable, and it is our business to prevent them getting
more influence (cheers). We, in this Settlement, must get control of all the
lands in the North-West, or stipulate to enter as a Province shortly, in order
to get that control (cheers).

Mr. Riel again rose and said - The presence of the Bishop of Rupert's Land”
reminds me of something which was in my mind last night in speaking of
the desirability of declaring the bargain for the Territory with the Hudson
[sic]° Bay Company to be null and void.

®Rt. Rev. Robert Machray, 1831-1904, Bishop (later Archbishop) of Rupert's Land, 1865-
1904. He was apparently present at the session as a visitor.

% Spelling errors of proper names in the documents have not been corrected but have been
indicated on their first occurrence.
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I remember that some stipulation has been heretofore made to the Bishop of
Rupert's Land, and | go heartily for the continuance of these .21 In the
negotiations for the transfer of this country it was struck out, and | see it
forms no part of the bargain as it stands. | would now move, instead of my
former motion, that all arrangements and stipulations made by the Hudson
Bay Company in the matter of the transfer of the Government of this
country to the Dominion of Canada, be null, and that all arrangements on
this subject on the part of the Government of Confederation, be made
directly with the people of Red River. In explanation Mr. Riel stated that his
motion had no reference to dealings with the Imperial Government, but
simply provided that all negotiations for the transfer of the country should
be carried on between Canada and the people of Red River and not between
Canada and the Company.

X. Pagee®® seconded the motion.

The Chairman - Yesterday we were engaged in discussing what may be
called questions of high politics (laughter), Territorialism, Provincialism,
Crown Colonial-ism, Annexation-ism (laughter). These are the prominent
marks which bounded that wide region into which your thoughts were left
to wander. And so large was the field of speculation on which some, at
least, seemed inclined to enter, that, for my own part, | should have been
quite prepared to hear almost any doctrine, any proposition, or motion
(laughter). Indeed, if there were any one here, with a full faith in aerial
machines, | should not have been very much astonished if such a one had
invited us to consider carefully the advantages and disadvantages of our
being annexed to one of the highest peaks of the mountains of the Moon
(laughter) - a connection, which, whatever its drawbacks in other respects,
would at all events have conferred on us the luxury of breathing a purely
lunatic atmosphere (laughter and cheers). My object in rising is to make my
position in this matter clear. The motion is of such a character, that were |
to sit silent, I might be liable to be misunderstood. | do not feel that | can
discuss the motion at all. The character and conduct of the Hudson's Bay
Company is a theme on which |

2 presumably Riel refers to the grants made by the Hudson's Bay Company to the Church.
22 Xavier Pagee, delegate of Saint-Frangois-Xavier.
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shall not here enter. But | would simply ask you, one and all, you who
know the facts so well, that it would be superfluous in me to dwell upon
them, - I say, I would simply ask you whether you believe that charge. The
principal object, however, for which I aim is to say, that the question
embodied in this motion is one which I cannot discuss. Whether it is a
question you can deal with, is a matter you must determine for yourselves.
It relates to arrangements between the Imperial Government, Canada and
the Hudson's Bay Company; and if you think that any expression of opinion
you may give, can alter or modify such arrangements in any way, of course
you may offer it. But | hope the doctrine is not to be put forward that this
Convention arrogates to itself the power of sitting as a Court of Revision
upon arrangements made in a quarter where, | rather think, higher authority
is held than you can touch. And it was satisfactory to hear from Mr. Ross
the explanation, that although Mr. Riel's motion appeared to come into
conflict with arrangements made by the Imperial Parliament, yet Mr. Riel
did not wish to be understood as defying that authority. After some further
remarks, The Chairman said - Of course if you think proper, you may go
into the discussion of this question. I can have nothing to do with it. It lies
beyond my reach. In conclusion | have but to ask every one of you to say
from your own experience whether the Hudson's Bay Company in this
country can fairly be described in the terms to which | have already
referred, and whether, on the contrary, they may not be described as a
Company who with a father's hand have led and often even fed you on
many occasions? Let me hope that that past will not be wholly forgotten. If
there are any in this assembly who do forget it, and if through such
forgetfulness the Company, like the King of old, is to be taught by bitter
experience, “how hard it is to have a thankless child,” - yet the Company
may under the smart of such fearful experience, draw consolation from the
thought, that even if it should be so, it will not be the first time in the
history of the world that the best of friends have been forgotten, and the
most bountiful and generous of benefactors been abased (cheers).

When Mr. Riel had translated the Chairman's address into French, Mr.
Dauphinais® said - If the Company never evicted any one from their lands,
they threatened to do it.

% Francois Dauphinais, of Saint-Francois-Xavier; he had apparently replaced Andre
Beauchemin as a delegate.
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A proposition having been made for adjournment, Mr. Riel urged that a
great effort should be made to place the List of Rights in the hands of the
Commissioners as soon as possible, - as the Canadian Parliament met on the
15th Feb[ruary].

Mr. Riel's amendment was then put and lost on the following division:-

Yeas - Messrs. Thibert, Birston, X. Pagee, Poitras, B. Beauche-min,
O'Donoghue, Lepine, Genton, Schmidt, Riel, Parenteau, Laronce, Touron,
Lascerte, Delorme, Dauphinais, Scott - 17.

Nays - Messrs. C. Nolin, Harrison, Klyne, Cochrane, Spence, Bunn, Ross,
A. McKenzie, Black, D. Gunn, Boyd, Bird, Fraser, Suther-land, Flett, Tait,
Taylor, Lonsdale, IC. McKenzie, Cummings, G. Gunn, Spence - 22.

Mr. Riel, (with great warmth, marching up and down the Council Chamber)
- the devil take it; we must win. The vote may go as it likes; but the
measure which has now been defeated must be carried. It is a shame to have
lost it; and it was a greater shame because it was lost by those traitors -
(pointing to Nolin, Klyne and Harrison).

Mr. Nolin (jumped up and said with indignation, in French) - | was not sent
here, Mr. Riel, to vote at your dictation. | came here to vote according to
my conscience. While there are some things for which we blame the
Company, there is a good deal for which we must thank them. I do not
exculpate the Company altogether, but | say that in time of need we have
often been indebted to them for assistance and kindness.

Mr. Riel - While | say this matter must be carried, | do not wish to speak
disrespectfully to the Convention. But | say it will be carried at a
subsequent stage. You must remember (he added angrily) - that there is a
Provisional Government, and though this measure has been lost by the
voice of the Convention, | have friends enough, who are

24 For list of delegates, see Begg, journal, 285-6.

% This recorded vote and Riel's reaction are included to show Riel's disposition, the nature of
the struggle for power - still really one with the Hudson's Bay Company in Red River - and the
as yet relative unimportance of the question of admission as a province. That is, Riel had
accepted his previous defeat without recorded comment.
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determined to add it to the list, on their own responsibility. (Turning to the
French section of the Convention, he said, speaking rapidly and with great
vehemence, and pointing threateningly at those he ad-dressed) - As for you,
Charles Nolin, Tom Harrison and Geo. Klyne - two of you relatives of my
own - as for you, your influence as public men is finished in this country.
Look at the position in which you have placed yourselves. You have lost
your influence, (he added emphatically) - forever.

Mr. Nolin - Let me tell Mr. Riel that | was sent here by my parish. | never
sought the position, and, personally, if I am lost to public affairs, | would be
rather glad of it. You, Mr. Riel, did what you could to prevent my coming
here and failed; and if it suited my purpose to come back again, | would
come at the call of my parish, in spite of you.

On motion of Mr. Ross, seconded by Mr. Riel, the Convention adjourned
till Monday at one o'clock, and the Secretaries were instructed to furnish
Mr. Smith with a copy of the List of Rights at eleven on Monday forenoon,
and request his answer at one o'clock the same afternoon.

At half-past one the Convention adjourned till Monday.



Donald A. Smith's Report*

On his return to Ottawa Smith at once prepared a full report of his mission
to the people of Red River as special commissioner of the Canadian
government. This has been, both because of its official character, and
because of its impartiality and integrity, one of the principal documents of
the events from which came the birth of Manitoba. Published at once as a
Parliamentary Paper, it has been central to any study of the Red River
troubles ever since.

The published document was, however, incomplete. The finished report
had to be edited to avoid offending French supporters of the government,
and public opinion in the Province of Quebec. The pas sages, edited
probably by Smith himself for Howe's approval, were ruled out in pencil,
but can still be read. All seem to have been re-moved to avoid any criticism
of French or clerical influence. As there can be no doubt of that influence,
it seems to be desirable to publish the report as a whole as an addition to
the documentation of the birth of Manitoba. The deleted passages are
printed in Italics below. ?

In pursuance of the commission confided to me by His Excellency the
Governor General in relation to the affairs of the North-West Territories, |
addressed you from time to time during my resi-dence within Fort Garry, -
a correspondence carried on under very unfavourable circumstances, as will
appear from the report | have now the honour to submit.

L PAC, Secretary of the State of the Province, 1869 [sic], 1043, Smith to Howe, 12, 1870.
Confidential.
2 Canada, Sessional Papers, 1870, V (12). See p. 89 below.

25
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Leaving Ottawa on the 13th December last, | reached St. Cloud, the
terminus of railway communication on the 17th, continuing on the same
day by stage, and arriving at Abercrombie on the evening of the 19th. Here
we had to abandon wheeled carriages, and, procuring a sleigh, after a
couple of hours' rest, we resumed the journey, and on the afternoon of the
21st, met Hon. Mr. McDougall and party about thirty miles beyond
Georgetown. From him | learned how serious the aspect of affairs had
latterly become at Red River; and, pushing on, we got to Pembina about 11
p.m. of the 24th, and to Fort Garry on the 27th.?

The gate of the Fort we found open, but guarded by several armed men,
who, on my desiring to be shown to Governor MacTavish's [sic] house,
requested me to wait till they could communicate with their chief. In a short
time, Mr. Louis Riel appeared. | announced my name, he said he had heard
of my arrival at Pembina, and was about to send off a party to bring me in. |
then accompanied him to a room occupied by ten or a dozen men, whom he
introduced to me as members of the “Provisional Government.” He
requested to know the purport of my visit, to which I replied in substance
that | was connected with the Hudson's Bay Company, but also held a
commission from the Canadian Government to the people of Red River,
and would be prepared to produce my credentials so soon as they, the
people, were willing to receive me. | was then asked to take an oath not to
attempt to leave the fort that night, nor to upset their government, legally
established. This request | pre-emptorily refused to comply with, but said
that, being very tired, | had no desire to go outside the gate that night, and
promised to take no immediate steps forcibly to upset the so-called
“Provisional Government,” “legal or illegal, as it might be, without first
announcing my intention to do so” - Mr. Riel taking exception to the word
illegal, while I insisted on retaining it. Mr. O'Donohue [sic], to get over the
difficulty, remarked “That is as he” (meaning myself) “understands it,” to
which I rejoined, “Precisely so.” The above explanation, | am the most
particular in giving, as it has been reported that | at once acknowledged the
Provisional Government to be legal. Neither then nor afterwards did I do so.
| took up my quarters in one of the houses occupied by the Hudson's Bay
Company's officers, and from that date until towards the

®See Begg, Journal, 88-91.
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close of February, was virtually a prisoner within the Fort, although with
permission to go outside the walls for exercise, accompanied by two armed
guards, a privilege of which | never availed myself.

All my official papers had been left in charge of Mr. Provencher,” at
Pembina, as | had been warned that if found in my possession, they' would
unquestionably be seized, as were those brought into the Settlement shortly
after by the Rev. Mr. Thiebault [sic] and Colonel de Salaberry.

The state of matters at this time, in and around Fort Garry, was most
unsatisfactory, and truly humiliating. Upwards of sixty British subjects
were held in close confinement as “political prisoners;” security for persons
or property, there was none; the Fort, with its large supplies of ammunition,
provisions, and stores of all kinds, was in possession of a few hundred
French half-breeds, whose leaders had declared their determination to use
every effort for the purpose of annexing the Territory to the United States;
and ghe Governor and Council of Assiniboia were powerless to enforce the
law.

On the 6th January, | saw Mr. Riel, and soon came to the conclusion that no
good could arise from entering into any negotiations with his “Council,”
even were we to admit their authority, which | was not prepared to do.

We learnt that on the 13th, the Grand-Vicar Thibeault and Colonel de
Salaberry appeared before the “President and Council of the People,” when
some explanation and compliments were exchanged, after which the Very
Rev. gentleman and his associate were politely bowed out and lost sight of.
Meantime we had frequent visits in the Fort from some of the most
influential and most reliable men in the Settlement, who gladly made
known to the people generally, the liberal intentions of the Canadian
Government, and in consequence one after another of Riel's Councillors
seceded from him, and being joined by their friends and

“4J. A. N. Provencher, 1843-1887, nephew of Bishop Provencher of Saint-Boniface, and
Secretary-designate of McDougall's provisional council to be formed when the transfer was
completed.

® This seems to be rather the statement of Smith's personal belief rather than the truth with
respect to what Riel and his colleagues had done.
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by many of their compatriots and co-religionists who had throughout held
aloof from the insurgents, they determined no longer to submit to his
dictation. This change evidently had a marked effect on Riel; causing him
to alter his tactics and to profess a desire for an accommodation with
Canada; accordingly on the 14th January, he called on me, informed me
that he had seen Messrs. Thibeault and de Salaberry, whose instructions did
not authorize them to give assurances that the people would be secured in
possession of their rights on entering into the Confederation, their errand
being merely “to calm the French Half-breeds.” He then asked to see my
Commission, and on my explaining that, owing entirely to the action taken
by himself, it was not in my possession, in an excited yet faltering manner
he said “yes, | know, 'tis a great pity, but how soon could you have it?”
“Probably in five or six days,” | replied. “That is too long, far too long,” he
responded, and then asked where the documents were deposited, re-
questing at the same time a written order for their delivery to his messenger.
To this I would not accede, but on his assuring me that they would be
delivered into my hands, and that | should be afforded an opportunity of
communicating their contents to the people, | consented to send a friend for
them. It was so decided, and immediately after the messenger had received
his instructions from me, | was placed under strict arrest, a Captain's guard
being assigned me, whose instructions were, not to lose sight of me for one
moment day or night, and to prevent me from communicating either
verbally or in writing with any individual. | protested, saying, “am I to
consider myself a prisoner?” He replied, “certainly not, | have the utmost
confidence in your honor, but circumstances demand this.” It was now
about 10 o'clock and my messenger having been marched out, I retired to
bed, but only to be awakened ‘twixt two and three o'clock in the morning of
the 15th, by Mr. Riel, who with a guard, stood by the bedside and again
demanded a written order for the delivery of my Official Papers, which |
again pre-emptorily refused to give.

The well affected French party became aware of what had happened and
not believing in Riel's good faith, determined to prevent the papers from
falling into his hands. They got together some sixty or eighty men, who met
my friend on his way back and were escorting him, when on the 18th about
10 miles from the Fort, they were accosted by Riel and some of his party,
and by the Reverend Mr. Richot
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[sic]. An altercation took place, Riel attempted to use his pistol, saying “he
would not be taken alive in his own country,” on which a revolver was
leveled at his head, and Mr. Richot, having interposed, he was un-
ceremoniously told to stand aside and “not to interfere any further with
matters unconnected with his spiritual duties.” It may be well to note that
all those who took part in this affair were Catholics, and, with one or two
exceptions, French Half-breeds. Nothing more serious happened at this time
and the party proceeded together to Fort Garry, where they arrived in the
forenoon. A few minutes before they entered the house, the Very Rev. Mr.
Thibeault, Pére Lestanc® and Colonel de Salaberry, called upon me and,
with the exception of my guard they were the first individuals with whom |
was permitted to converse since the 14th. They appeared to be much
concerned, and said it was currently reported | had been endeavouring to
incite the different parties to hostile collision. I repudiated any such charge;
explained that | had acted only in the cause of peace and order, and with the
desire of making the people, both French and English, fully acquainted with
the liberal views of the Canadian Government, so that a peaceful transfer of
the Territory might be affected, adding that | was pleased to think there was
now every likelihood this would speedily be accomplished. In the
meantime, the party in possession of my papers entered the adjoining room,
in which Pére Lestanc joined them, while Messrs. Thibeault and de
Salaberry went outside. Immediately after they re-tired, Mr. Riel came to
me, saying: “Your commission is here; but in the hands of men who have
no right to have it.” | expressed satis-faction that it had been brought in, and
said being now in possession of it, I must be relieved from all restraint, and
be permitted freely to communicate with the people. He at once removed
the guard, and we went up to the party who had just arrived. Messrs. Riel
and O'Donoghue, with a few of their friends, were present, and vehemently
pro-tested against the action now being taken, while the ex-councillors
accused them of treason to the Imperial Crown, and of using every effort to
bring about the annexation of the Country to the United States. Riel replied,
“that was only supposing the people desired it, but that he was willing the
question should be submitted to them.” Pere Lestanc spoke warmly in favor
of the “President,” who, he said, had acted so as to merit the gratitude of his
countrymen, and begged

® Father Jean-Marie Lestanc, O.M.1., 1830-1912, Breton priest in charge at Saint-Boniface
during Bishop Taché's absence.
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them still to place confidence in him. This evidently had no effect, and
ultimately, after a good deal of recrimination it was arranged that a meeting
of the inhabitants from all parts of the Settlement should be called for the
morrow, the 19th, at which the papers bearing on the subject should be
read, a guard of forty men remaining in the house to ensure the safe-
keeping of the documents.

Riel's men were now falling away from him, while the loyal party
expressed their determination no longer to be guided in the matter either by
him or by Pére Lestanc and his associates, but at the same time spoke
warmly of their attachment to Rev. Mr. Thibeault, and complained of the
restraint put upon him.” They were full of hope, and confident that the
following day would bring with it complete success to the cause of Canada.
That night, or rather about 3 o'clock of the morning of the 19th, Pére
Lestanc visited them, and, most unfortunately, the Grand Vicar Thibeault
accompanied him, 1 felt convinced against his own better judgment for 1
believe him to be a truly honorable man, but wanting in resolution to
withstand the pres-sure put upon him. Their visit occupied three or four
hours, and resulted in the defection of a majority of the party, which of
course had its effect on many outside. This we felt to be a sad blow - but,
notwithstanding, it was determined to go on with the meeting which had
been convened for noon that day. The hour for the meeting having
arrived, and Col. de Salaberry not yet on the ground, 1 sent a friend, and
afterwards dispatched a note to him expressing a hope that by his
presence he would countenance the proceedings on the part of Canada.
He at length came, accompanied by Rev. Mr. Thibeault, and 1 begged
they would be good enough to take place with me on the platform, and
requested Col. de Salaberry to act as interpreter, so that the contents of
the several documents and any observations made in English might be
faithfully translated to the French party. He readily promised to do so, but,
perhaps, feeling some diffidence in himself, which 1 endeavored to
overcome, he proposed that Mr. Riel should be appointed interpreter
which was carried before the meeting had time to reflect on the import of
the motion. This had a most damaging effect on the cause of older, but 1
am very far from saying that it was pre-meditated on the part of Colonel de
Salaberry, although I feel it to be

" All passages in italics were struck out of Smith's original report as printed for the Secretary of
State.
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a duty to state the facts. At this meeting, and that held the following day,
the reading of the Commission, the Queen's Letter,® and every other
document was contested with much obstinacy, but ultimately carried; and
threats were used to myself in the presence and hearing of the Chairman, of
the Secretary, Judge Black, and others, more especially by Mr. Riel and
Rev. Mr. Lestanc. At the commencement of the meeting, | requested the
Chairman and those near him to begin by insisting that all arms should be
laid down, and that the flag then flying (fleur de lis and shamrock) should
be replaced by the British ensign; this, they thought, would come better at
an after-stage; but the opportunity of doing so now lost, never recurred.

As is generally known the result of the meeting was the appointment of
forty delegates, 20 from either side, to meet on 25th January, “with the
object of considering the subject of Mr. Smith's Commission, and to decide
what would be the best for the welfare of the country,” the English as a
body, and a large number of the French declaring their entire satisfaction
with the explanations given, and their earnest desire for union with Canada.

On the 22nd, Riel had several conferences with the well affected French
within the Fort[,] he was melted even to tears, told them how earnestly he
desired an arrangement with Canada, and assured them that he would lay
down his authority immediately on the meeting of the Convention. They
believed him sincere, and, although I considered that their guard in the Fort
should not be decreased, they held that ten men would be amply sufficient
to leave while they went to secure their elections; the consequence was that
they had hardly gone when repressive measures were resorted to, and the
Hudson's Bay Company's stores which had hitherto been only partially in
their hands, were now taken complete possession of by Riel.

Efforts were made to have the prisoners released, but without effect.

The Delegates met on the 25th, and continued in session till the 10th
February. On the 26th, | handed to their Chairman, Judge Black, the
documents read at the meetings of the 19th and 20"

8 Smith's Commission is in Oliver, Canadian North-West, 11, 907; the Queen's Letter was
presumably Sir John Young's Proclamation of Dec. 6, 1869; see Oliver, Canadian North-West,
11, 900.
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January, and on the 27th, attended the Convention by appointment. | was
received with much cordiality by all the delegates, explained to them the
views of the Canadian Government, and gave assurances that on entering
confedera-tion, they would be secured in the possession of all rights,
privileges, and immunities enjoyed by British subjects in other parts of the
Dominion; but, on being requested by Mr. Riel to give an opinion regarding
a certain “list of rights,” prepared by his party in December last, | declined
to do so, thinking it better that the present Convention should place in my
hands a paper stating their wishes to which I should “be happy to give such
answers as | believed would be in accordance with the views of the
Canadian Government.” The Convention then set about the task of
preparing a “list of rights,” embodying the conditions on which they would
be willing to enter the confederation. While the discussion regarding this
list was going on, Mr. Riel called on me and asked if the Canadian
Government would consent to receive them as a Province - my reply was,
that I could not speak with any degree of certainty on the subject, as it had
not been referred to when | was at Ottawa, the intention then being that the
North-West should, in the first instance, be incorporated under the
Dominion as a Territory; but | added, that no doubt it would be-come a
Province within two or three years. On this Mr. Riel, with much emphasis,
exclaimed “then the Hudson's Bay Company is not safe yet,” to which |
answered, “Mr. Riel, that cannot influence me in the slightest degree, and |
am quite prepared to act as may be required of me in my capacity as
Canadian Commissioner.”® This was on the evening of the 3rd February, on
the following day the proposition to enter as a Province was negatived by
the Convention, and on the 5th, another motion directed against the
Hudson's Bay Company, also failed; the language used by Mr. Riel on the
latter occasion having been violent in the extreme. The same evening, Riel
proceeded to Governor McTavish, who had been dangerously ill for many
weeks back, and was then barely able to sit up, placed a guard over him,
and heaping reproaches and insults on him, declared that he would have
him shot before midnight. Riel then sought out Dr. Cowan,® the officer in
immediate charge of Red River District, upbraided him for his persistent

° It seems that Riel attempted to have entry as a province accepted by putting pressure on the
Hudson's Bay Company; see Begg, Journal, 95-97.
0 pr. William Cowan, 1818-1902, Company officer in charge of Fort Garry in 1869-1870.
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opposition to “the people,” the insurgents, and declaring that his name
would go down with infamy to posterity for the part he had taken,
demanded that he would immediately swear allegiance to the Provisional
Government, or prepare for death within three hours, giving him a quarter
of an hour for consideration. The Doctor immediately replied, that he knew
no legal authority in the country, but that of Great Britain, to which his
allegiance was due and that he would not take the oath required of him. He
was then seized and put in confinement along with the prisoners taken in
December last. | was also put under strict guard, but not removed from the
house.

Notwithstanding this, and the painful doubt created in the minds of the
English members of the Convention as to the course they should pursue
after these arrests, the Delegates again met on the 7th, but evidently, from
this date, they felt that they were entirely in the hands of Riel and his
friends. On the 5th, they had resolved to place in my hands the List of
Rights they had drawn up, which was done at | 1 o'clock on the 7th, with an
intimation that the Convention would be glad to meet me at 1 o'clock p.m.,
the intervening two hours being allow-ed me to frame my answers. In
drawing up these, | was allowed no reference to any document either
written or printed, except the “List of Rights,” and a guard stood over me to
see that I should write nothing else than that to be presented to the
convention. | had just finished writing when Mr. Riel and his “Adjutant-
General” Lépine,™* who was also a member of the Convention, came in, and
Riel looking at the latter in a significant manner said “the answers to the
List of Rights must be simply yes or no.” On this | remarked that | thought
otherwise and would act as circumstances might appear to me to require. |
then re-tired, and on returning to the room a few minutes later, found there
Mr. Riel, the Rev. Mr. Thibeault and Colonel de Salaberry. We proceeded
together to the Convention, and in course of conversation Col. de Salaberry
said he would gladly have come to see me before, but could not as he “had
been a prisoner throughout.”

The proceedings of the convention as reported in the “New Nation”
newspaper, of the 11th12 and 18th February, copies of which | have had the
honor of addressing to you are sufficiently exact, and

! Ambroise-Dydime, Lépine 1834(?)-1923, Riel's military leader of the métis.
12 See “The Proceedings in the Convention;” p. 5 above.
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render it unnecessary for me here to enter into details. Suffice it to say that
a large majority of the delegates expressed entire satisfaction with the
answers to their “List of Rights,” and professed confidence in the Canadian
Government, to which I invited them to send delegates, with the view of
effecting a speedy transfer of the Territory to the Dominion, an invitation
received with acclamation and unanimously accepted, as will appear by
resolution hereto annexed, along with the List of Rights and my answer to
the same. The delegates named were John Black, Esg., Recorder, the Rev.
Mr. Richot, and Mr. Alfred H. Scott. A good deal of opposition having been
offered to the election of the last named of the three.*®

The proceedings of the Convention came to a close on the 10th February,
by the nomination of a Provisional Government, in the formation of which
several delegates declined to take part. Governor MacTavish, Dr. Cowan,
and two or three other persons were then re-leased and the Hudson's Bay
Company officers again allowed to come and go at pleasure, but I was still
confined to the Fort, Riel, as he expressly stated to judge Black, being
apprehensive of my influence with the people in the approaching election.

Riel promised that all the prisoners should soon be released. On the Ilth and
12th six or eight of them were set at liberty, and Dr. Cowan was informed
in my presence that as they were all to be discharged without delay, the
rooms they had occupied would be placed at his disposal in a day or two,
Riel remarking at the same time that he would have them thoroughly
cleaned out.

Rumors now began to circulate of a rising at the Portage, and on the night
of the 14th and 15th of February, some 80 or 100 men from the district
passed down close to Fort Garry, and proceeded to Kildonan, where they
were joined by from 300 to 350 men, principally English half-breeds, from
the lower parts of the Settlement. Had these men, properly armed and
organized, been prepared to support the well affected French party, when
the latter took action, about the middle of January, or even in the beginning
of February, during the sitting of the Convention, order might have been
restored and the transfer to Canada provided for without the necessity for
firing a single shot;

2 Individual” was excised, and “of the three” added.
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but now the rising was not only rash, but purposeless, as, without its
intervention, the prisoners would unquestionably have been released. The
party was entirely un-organized, indifferently armed, unprovided with food
even for one meal, and wholly incapable of coping with the French now re-
united, who, to the number of at least seven hundred were prepared to offer
the most determined resistance,** which, as they were in possession of a
number of guns (six and three pounders), ample stores of ammunition,
provisions, and every other requisite, they in a great measure could have
done most effectually. My sympathies were wholly with the Portage men,
whom | believe to have been actuated by the best of motives; but under the
circumstances it was not difficult to foresee that the issue could not be
otherwise than disastrous to their cause. The attempt was, therefore, to be
deplored, as it resulted in placing the whole Settlement at the feet of Riel.
The great majority of the settlers, English and Scotch, discountenanced the
movement and bitterly complained of those who had set it on foot. Forty-
seven of the party were captured on their way home, while passing within a
few hundred yards of the Fort; the explanation | have heard given for their
otherwise inexplicable conduct in having taken this route, instead of making
a detour which would have ensured safety, being a supposed promise by
Riel that they would be permitted to pass unmolested. Their messenger, a
young man named McLean,* on being questioned by Archdeacon
McLean™ and myself in presence of the Rev. Mr. Gardner [sic]*’ and one or
two other gentlemen, admitted that Riel on being asked “if the party would
be permitted to pass,” was silent, and only, on being informed that they
intended next day to use the route just outside the town, remarked “ah! that
is good,” and for his purpose it no doubt was so. Captain Bolton [sic] led
the party,” and he and his friends at the Portage assured me that he exerted
himself to the utmost to keep them from rising, and only joined them at the

* See Begg, Journal, 103-104.

5 \Whether John or Alexander McLean of the Portage party is not clear. The McLean's were a
Canadian family settled in Portage la Prairie.

% Archdeacon John McLean, 1828-1886, Warden of St. John's College; later Bishop of
Saskatchewan.

" Rev. Joseph Phelps Gardiner, incumbent of St. Andrews, 1865-1872; see Rev. T. C. B.
Boon, The Anglican Church from the Bay to the Rockies (Toronto, 1962), 86.

'8 Captain (later Major) Charles Arkell Boulton, 1842-1899, member of Dennis' survey party
and leader of the Portage party.
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last moment when he saw they were determined to go forward. He was
captured on the 17th, tried by “Court Martial,” and condemned to be shot at
noon on the following day, but at the intercession of the Lord Bishop of
Rupert's Land, Archdeacon McLean, and, in short, every influential man
among the English, and I have been told also, at the earnest entreaty of the
Catholic Clergy, the execution was delayed till midnight of Saturday, the
19th. Further than this, Riel declared he could not, would not, yield, except,
indeed, Dr. Schultz should be captured in the meantime, in which case he
would be shot instead of Bolton. Archdeacon McLean had been in close
attendance on Capt. Bolton for twenty-four hours, had administered to him
the sacrament, received his last commands, and had promised to be present
with him at the last moment, and when | met the Archdeacon on my way to
see Riel, about 8 o'clock on the evening of the 19th, he was deeply affected,
and had given up all hope. | found with Riel, Mr. H. M. Robinson,*® of
“The Nation” [sic] newspaper, and shortly afterwards Mr. James Ross,
“Chief justice,” entered, followed in a few minutes by Mr. Bannatyne,”
Postmaster, who had been ordered to bring the key of the mail bag, which
Riel opened, and examining the letters perused and retained one or more.
Mr. Ross pleaded for Bolton, but was repulsed in the most contemptuous
manner. | had already been speaking to Riel on the subject when interrupted
by Mr. Ross' en-trance, and now resumed the conversation. Riel was
obdurate and said that the English settlers and Canadians, but more
especially the latter, had laughed at and despised the French Half-breeds,
believing that they would not dare to take the life of anyone, and that, under
these circumstances, it would be impossible to have peace and establish
order in the country; an example must therefore be made, and he had firmly
resolved that Bolton's execution should be carried out, bitterly as he
deplored the necessity for doing so. | reasoned with him long and earnestly,
until at length, about 10 o'clock, he yielded, and addressing me, apparently
with much feeling, said “hitherto | have been deaf to all entreaties, and, in
now granting you this man's life,” or words to that effect, “may | ask you a
favor?” “Anything,” | replied, “that in honor | can do.” He continued,
“Canada has disunited us, will you use your influence to re-unite us? You
can do so, and without this it

** Henry M. Robinson, American editor of The New Nation.
DA, G. B. Bannatyne, 1829-1889; Red River merchant and postmaster.
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must be war - bloody civil war!” | answered, that as | had said on first
coming to the country | would now repeat, that “I would give my whole
heart to effect a peaceable union of the country with Canada.” “We want
only our just rights as British subjects,” he said, “and we want the English
to join us simply to obtain these.” “Then,” | remarked, “I shall at once see
them and induce them to go on with the election of delegates for that
purpose;” and he replied, “if you can do this, war will be avoided, not only
the lives but the liberty of all the prisoners will be secured, for on your
success depend the lives of all the Canadians in the country.” He
immediately proceeded to the prison, and intimated to Archdeacon McLean
that he had been induced by me to spare Capt. Bolton's life, and had further
promised to me that immediately on the meeting of the Council shortly to
be elected, the whole of the prisoners would be released, requesting the
Archdeacon, at the same time, to explain these circumstances to Capt.
Bolton and the other prisoners.

The moment was a fearful one for the settlement, every man's life was in
the hands of Riel and fully appreciating the significance of this, the Bishop
of Rupert's Land and the Protestant clergy generally, now earnestly
counseled the people to elect their delegates without loss of time as by this
means they might to some extent control the course of events, while
otherwise they were utterly powerless. | entirely concurred in this view of
the case and, Archdeacon McLean having kindly offered to accompany me,
we visited the different parts of the settlement, and found that in several
parishes, the people, and those the most loyal to the British Crown and most
desirous for union with Canada, had already chosen their Councillors. |
explained to all, that the Council was to be Provisional, in the strictest sense
of the word, intended expressly for effecting the transference of the country
to Canada, and for ensuring safety of life and property in the meantime. In
some instances, | found they had drawn up petitions to Mr. Riel as
“President” ex-pressing submission, &c., these | requested them to destroy,
advising that nothing more should be done than under the circumstances
was absolutely necessary, namely, that having made their election, you
should simply intimate the fact in formal terms to Mr. Bunn, who had been
named Secretary of the Council, and not to Mr. Riel. The elections in the
English parishes having taken place on the 26th February | again saw Riel,
who re-assured me, that all the prisoners would
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be released within a day or two after the first meeting of the Council. On
the 28th, he again sent for me and in presence of Mr. Fraser, delegate from
the Scotch Parish, Kildonan, repeated his promise that the lives of the
prisoners were secured, and that their release would shortly follow.

I had no further communication with Riel until Monday, the 4th March,
when, about 10 o'clock in the morning, Pére Lestanc called on me. He
informed me of Bishop Taché's expected arrival, not later certainly than the
8th, and probably some days earlier, adding that his Lordship had
telegraphed to request that, if about to leave for Canada, | should defer my
departure till he could communicate personally with me. He then said that
the conduct of the prisoners was very unsatisfactory, that they were very
unruly, insolent to the “soldiers” and their behaviour altogether so very bad,
that he was afraid the guards might be forced to retaliate in self-defense. |
expressed much surprise at the information he gave, as the prisoners,
without exception, had promised to Archdeacon McLean and myself, that
seeing their helpless condition, they would endeavour to act so as to avoid
giving offence to their guards, and we encouraged them to look forward to
being speedily released in fulfillment of the promise made by Mr. Riel. One
man, Parker,?! was mentioned as having made himself particularly
obnoxious by his violent conduct, but not one word was said on this
occasion regarding Scott,?? or the slightest intimation given, that he or any
other person had been condemned to be shot. About 11 o'clock Pére
Lestanc left me and went upstairs to communicate to Governor MacTavish,
as he said, “the good news that Bishop Taché was expected so soon.” The
Reverend Mr. Young,? Methodist clergyman, had just entered the house
and meeting the Pére in the hall, conversed with him a few minutes. Mr.
Young then came up to me, and from him, | had the first intimation that it
was intended to shoot Thomas Scott, and that the sentence was to be carried
into effect at 12 o'clock, noon, that day. We agreed in believing that the
thing was too monstrous to be possible, and Mr. Young mentioned that poor
Scott himself was equally incredulous

2 Apparently George Parker, who is said to have been condemned along with Boulton; see
Begg, journal, 316.

2 Thomas Scott, circa 1842-1870, an Irish immigrant workman on the Dawson Road.

2 Rev. George Young, 1821-1920, superintendent of Methodist missions in the North West;
founder of Grace Church, Winnipeg; author of Manitoba Memories.
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on the subject, thinking they merely intended to frighten him. However,
even to keep him in suspense was of itself a horrible cruelty, and it was
arranged that as Mr. Young had been sent for to attend the man, he should
see Riel, ascertain exactly how the matter stood, and, if really serious, to let
me know at once. Mr. Young accordingly called on Riel, was informed that
Scott had been condemned, that the sentence was irrevocable, and would
not be delayed one minute beyond noon. Mr. Young begged for delay,
saying “the man is not prepared to die,” but all without avail. He was
paralyzed with horror, returned to the prisoner, and immediately sent a
messenger to inform me of the result of his, visit. | determined to find out
Riel immediately, but recollecting that Pére Lestanc was still upstairs with
Mr. McTavish, went to him, related what | had heard, and asked him if he
knew anything about the matter. His answer | cannot give in precise words,
but it was to the effect that they had seen Mr. Riel on the other side (St.
Boniface), and had all spoken to him about it, by which I understand that
they had interceded for Scott. Governor MeTavish was greatly shocked on
being informed of Riel's purpose, and joined in reprobating it. Pére Lestanc
consented to accompany me, and we called on Riel. When we entered, he
asked me “what news from Canada.” The mail had arrived the preceding
day, and | replied, “only the intelligence that Bishop Taché will be here
very soon.” | then mentioned what | had heard regarding Scott, and before
Riel answered, Pére Lestanc interposed in French words, meaning “is there
no way of escape?” Riel replied to him, “my Rev. Pere, you know exactly
how the matter stands,” then turning to me, he said, | will explain to you,
speaking at first in English, but shortly after using the French, remarking to
me, *“you understand that language.” He said in substance that Scott had
throughout been a most troublesome character, had been the ringleader in a
rising against Mr. Snow,* who had charge of the party employed by the
Canadian Government during the preceding summer in road making; that
he had risen against the “Provisional Government” in December last, that
his life was then spared; that he escaped, had again been taken in arms, and
once more pardoned, - referring no doubt to the promise he had made to me
that the lives and liberty of all the prisoners were secured - but that he was
incorrigible, and

24 John A. Snow, superintendent of the Dawson road party east of Ste.-Anne-des-Chénes.
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quite incapable of appreciating the clemency with which he had been
treated; that he was rough and abusive to the guards, and insulting to him,
Mr. Riel; that his example had been productive of the very worse effects on
the other prisoners, who had become insubordinate to such an extent, that it
was difficult to withhold the guards from retaliating. He further said, “I sat
down with Scott as we are doing now, and asked him truthfully to tell me,
as | would not use his statement against him, what he and the Portage party
intended to have done with me, had they succeeded in capturing me, when
they surrounded Coutu's house,”” to which he replied, “we intended to
keep you as a hostage for the safety of the prisoners.” | argued with Riel,
and endeavoured to show that some of the circumstances he had mentioned,
and especially the last, were very strong reasons to urge why Scott's life
should not be sacrificed, and that, if as he represented, Scott was a rash,
thoughtless man, whom none cared to have anything to do with no evil need
be apprehended from his example. | pointed out that the one great merit
claimed for the insurrection was that, so far, it had been bloodless, except in
one sad instance,?® which all were willing to look upon as an accident, and
implored him not now to stain it, to burden it with what would be
considered a horrible crime and which might make accommodation with
Canada impossible. He explained, “We must make Canada respect us.” |
replied, “she has every proper respect for the people of Red River, and this
is shown in her having sent Commissioners to treat with them.” | told him I
had seen the prisoners some time back, when they commissioned me to say
to their friends at the Portage, that they desired peace, and | offered to go to
them again and reason with them, should that be necessary. On this he said,
“Look here, Mr. Smith, Mr. Scott,”” the representative, went to see the
prisoners at my desire, and on asking them whom they would vote for as
Councillor, if they were permitted a choice outside of their own body?
Thos. Scott came forward and said, “my boys have nothing to do with those
------ Americans. And when | remarked “this is really a most trifling affair,
and ought not to have been repeated,” he said “do not attempt to prejudice
us against the Americans, for although we have not been with them - they
are with us, and have been better friends to us than the Canadians.” Much
more was

% Henri Coutu, a relative of Riel's, lived in the village of Winnipeg.
% The shooting by Parisien of Hugh John Sutherland at Kildonan.
27 Alfred H. Scott.
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said on both sides, but argument, entreaty and protest alike failed to draw
him from his purpose, and he closed by saying, “I have done three good
things since | have commenced, | have spared Bolton's life at your instance,
and I do not regret it, for he is a fine fellow, | pardoned Gaddy,? and he
showed his gratitude by escaping out of the bastion, but | don't grudge him
his miserable life, and now I shall shoot Scott.” Lepine, the Adjutant-
General, who was president of the Council of Seven, which tried Scott, -
and five of whom, Riel told me, “with the tears streaming from their eyes,
condemned him as worthy of death,” a sentence which he had confirmed -
now entered, and in answer to Riel, said “he must die.” Riel then requested
the Rev. Pére Lestanc to put the people on their knees for prayer as it might
do good to the condemned man's soul. Referring to Pere Lestanc and
making a final appeal unnecessary here to repeat, I retired. It was now
within a few minutes of one o'clock, and on entering the Governor's house
Rev. Mr. Young joined me, and said, “It is now considerably past the hour,
I trust you have succeeded.” “No, | said, “for God's sake go back at once to
the poor man, for | fear the worst.” He left immediately, and a few minutes
after he entered the room in which the prisoner was confined, some guards
marched in and told Scott his hour was come. Not until then did the reality
of his position flash upon poor Scott, he said good-bye to the other
prisoners, was led outside the gate of the Fort, with a white handkerchief
covering his head, his coffin, having a piece of white cotton thrown over it,
was carried out; his eyes were bandaged; he continued in prayer, in which
he had been engaged on the way for a few minutes; he asked Mr. Young
how he should place himself, whether standing or kneeling, then knelt in
the snow, said farewell, and immediately after fell back pierced by three
bullets, which passed through his body. The firing party consisted of six
men, all of whom it is said were more or less intoxicated. It has been further
stated that only three of the muskets were loaded with ball cartridge, and
that one man did not discharge his piece. Mr. Young turned aside when the
first shots were fired, then went back to the body and again retired for a
moment while a man discharged his revolver at the sufferer, the ball it is
said, entering the eye and passing round 