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The Manitoba Historical Society, founded in 1879, is the oldest organization in Western 
Canada dedicated to preserving our past for future generations. For over 138 years, the 
MHS has carried out its work, amassing collections of books and artefacts which over time 
became the basis of today’s Archives of Manitoba, Winnipeg Public Library, and Manitoba 
Museum. Today, the MHS holds fast to the mandate of our founders, continuing their legacy 
of preservation, promotion, research, and education.

Our mandate is to:

• encourage research and publications relating to the history of Manitoba and Western 
Canada

• promote and encourage public interest in Manitoba and Canadian history 

• foster the preservation of property relating to the history of Manitoba 

• assist in the work of local historical societies in furthering the objectives of the Society 
throughout Manitoba

Cover: This aerial view of the former Bombing and Gunnery School No. 7, east of Dauphin, was taken 
in June 2015. The 640-acre site was the largest of its kind used for training of military personnel during 
the Commonwealth Air Training Plan of the Second World War. Chosen due to its close proximity to 
Lake Dauphin, near which bombing and gunnery practice took place, construction of the facility began in 
late 1940 and most buildings were completed by January 1941. By April 1945, 150 to 200 military personnel 
were transferred to other facilities. Eventually, nearly all buildings were sold and moved away, or were 
demolished. Photo credit: Gordon Goldsborough.
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Executive
Alan Mason  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .President

Gordon Goldsborough   .  .  .  .  .  .Vice-President

Gary McEwen  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Past-President

David Finnbogason  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Treasurer

Carl James  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Secretary

Executive & Council

Council 

Bashir Khan  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Member at Large (resigned April 2018)

Sarah Ramsden   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Member at Large

Jim Smith  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Member at Large

2015-2018  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Gordon Goldsborough
 Kevin Lamoureux
 John Lehr

2016-2019  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Dennis Butcher
 Christian Cassidy
 Dan Furlan
 James Kostuchuk (resigned January 2018)
 Ross Metcalfe

2017-2020  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Wayne Arseny
 Robert Coutts
 Charles Huband
 Maggie Keller (resigned December 2017)
 Julie Kentner
 Heather Richardson
 Carol Scott

Chief Administrative Officer
Gordon Clarke (resigned January 2018)

Office Coordinator
Heather McMillan (resigned June 2018)

The Manitoba Historical Society Executive and Council 
extend their sincere thanks to all members, volunteers, 
contributors, and staff for their continued support and 
dedication .
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AGM 2016-2017 Minutes

13 June 2017, 7:00 PM 
Salon B, Concourse Level, Richardson Building 

Winnipeg, Manitoba
  
Present: Carol Scott, John Lehr, Ross Metcalfe, Julie Kentner, Dennis Butcher, Donna Macaw, Gary 
McEwen, Barb McEwen, Holly Thorne, Anne Boyd, Bill Fraser, Sarah Ramsden, Dave Finnbogason, 
Dave McDowell, Alan Player-Mason, Bashir Khan, Jim Smith, Dan Furlan, Denis Sabourin, Thomas 
McLeod, Gordon Clarke, Harry Duckworth, Mary Lynn Duckworth, Christian Cassidy, Carl James, 
Charles Huband, Robert O’Kell, Bob Coutts, Gordon Goldsborough 

1 . Call to Order 

2 . Approval of Agenda – Motion to approve by Jim Smith, seconded by Mary Lynn Duckworth, motion 
carried 

3 . Approval of 2016 AGM minutes – Motion to approve by Bill Fraser, seconded by Ross Metcalfe, 
motion carried .

4 . Presidents report – Gary McEwen commented on his two-year tenure as MHS president and in 
particular a number of the many highlights of his term .

5 . Presentation of 2016-2017 Financial reports – In his report to the AGM, Treasurer Dave Finnbogason 
noted that this is the first year for the society without the impact of Dalnavert in the financial 
statements. Also noted were the profitable Sir John A. Macdonald dinner as well as reduced 
donations and reduced expenses. Motion to approve financial statements by Dave Finnbogason, 
seconded by Bob O’Kell, motion carried . Motion to the appointment of auditors Moved by Dave 
Finnbogason, seconded by Dennis Butcher, motion carried .

6 . Committee reports as distributed in the 2016-2017 annual report 

In addition there were oral reports by Dan Furlan on the Centennial Business and Organization 
Awards and by Dave McDowell on behalf of the Centennial Farms Awards . Christian Cassidy 
reported on the Arlington Bridge and the 200th Anniversary of Selkirk Treaty with Chief Peguis . 
Gordon Goldsborough reported on his participation in CBC Sunday morning programming, a grain 
elevator project, future projects with the Manitoba Cooperator, and the importance of social media 
to connect with younger generations . Gordon also noted the presentation of Lieutenant Governor’s 
Awards by Lt . Gov . Janice Filmon . Vice president Alan Player-Mason’s report included his thanks 
to Robert O’Kell for his work on the membership committee . Also noted was the date of the 2018 
Sir John A . MacDonald on 17 March featuring Gary Doer as guest speaker . Motion to accept reports 
moved by Jim Smith, seconded by Alan Player-Mason, motion carried .
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7 . Nomination Committee report

The committee has proposed the following MHS Executive: President, Alan Player-Mason; Vice-
President, Gordon Goldsborough; Past President, Gary McEwen; Treasurer, Dave Finnbogason; 
Secretary, Carl James; Members at large: Jim Smith and Bashir Khan .

Changes to MHS Council, returning for another term will be Wayne Arseny, Charles Huband, 
Heather Richardson, Carol Scott . New to Council will be Bob Coutts, Maggie Keller, Julie Kentner, 
Sarah Ramsden

Motion to approve nomination committee report moved by Harry Duckworth, seconded by Dan 
Furlan, motion carried .

8 . Motion to appoint executive committee moved by Harry Duckworth, seconded by Robert O’Kell, 
motion carried .

9 . Motion to appoint the 2017-2018 Council moved by Harry Duckworth, seconded by John Lehr, 
motion carried .

10 . New business – Introduction of the MHS CAO Gordon Clarke .

11 . Call for adjournment by Gordon Goldsborough

President’s Report

The first few months of, for want of a better term, the presidential year were spent developing a working 
relationship with our new CAO, Gordon Clarke . It was certainly a time for learning for both of us, and 
we were both somewhat grateful that the easier months, July and August, gave us time to plan what 
we wanted to do . Sadly, as you know, in early January of this year, Gordon had to resign because of 
demanding health issues . Heather McMillan, who had worked with Gordon for a number of days and 
had covered for him during has vacation time, joined us and continued Gordon’s work with regards to 
basic office procedures, as well as a number of other activities that we worked on throughout February 
to early May . She has now accepted a position with the Human Rights Museum, so, sadly, she will be 
leaving us . We wish her every success and happiness in her new position, and sincerely thank her for all 
the work that she has done for us .

Regarding the above, we now have an office that is up to date with regards to procedures and is 
efficiently run. Our thanks go to both Gordon and Heather with regards to efforts in achieving the 
above .

My sincere thanks go to our Executive and Council members . Your support, suggestions, and advice 
were both appreciated and welcome . We have a good membership base, but the majority of the work 
is done by a few people, something we hope to change in the future. Those efforts have reflected 
themselves in well-sponsored field trips and multi-cultural dinners. The field trips are frequently over-
subscribed and our dinners have all been well attended .

We need to address the name of our fund-raising dinner . The present title does cause some of our 
members concern, but we also have to be attentive to the feelings of our senior members . A compromise 
needs to be found .
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We have already made tentative plans for our coming year with regards to programmes, so, we hope, 
that you will find what we have to offer to be both enjoyable and entertaining.

You will, in the future, receive a fairly frequent online contact, tentatively known as MHS Update, to 
keep you informed more frequently of activities. It is, as previously mentioned, online. That means that 
some of our membership will not receive it, so we have to consider how best to communicate with them . 
Mailing is an option, but it is expensive and time consuming, so an alternative needs to be found .

A very warm welcome to our new members who are joining us in both Council and Executive positions 
and we thank you for letting your names stand . . . We hope that your time with us will be both enjoyable 
and rewarding and we look forward to working with you .

During the past year I have, for a number of reasons, become somewhat more sensitive towards our 
responsibilities as historians, both amateur and professional . If you refer to Article 11 . 2 .01 .b, you will 
see that it refers to publications. That activity, naturally, requires a professional responsibility, namely 
to be accurate and faithful to correct factual information . Twice in the past year we have been victims 
of information that was not factual and not accurate, or maybe was possibly a half-truth, but then a 
half-truth truth is also a half-lie . This information did not come from any of our members, but was 
communicated to the general public through one of our local newspapers . Articles that were published 
were both inaccurate, but nevertheless damaging. We responded to the first article with a well-balanced 
reply, and I responded to the second article with two replies which were somewhat firmer.

I mention the above because it is becoming rather too commonplace on the international stage . Writers 
can easily manipulate history to suit their own agendas as can be found in the nationalist histories that 
have recently come to notice in both Hungary and Poland, or, to cite an earlier case, in Serbia . Writing 
history is a dangerous business if the lens through which you view it is distorted, and your vision 
without the lens is myopic . The damage is then directed at the reader, who innocently absorbs what has 
been written as factually correct .

There is no such thing as an alternative fact . It is either right or wrong . The historian’s position is, in my 
opinion, to start publically hitting back at these extreme positions and attempt to correct the distortions . 
History has too many painful examples of what allowing these inaccuracies to flourish can result in. One 
is reminded of the comment of a Russian historian, name unknown, who is reputed to have said that it is 
not the future that one has to worry about but the past, because the past is always changing . Communist, 
fascist, and totalitarian regimes were most adept at this, but, again, if left unchecked, these alternative 
versions become accepted .

Our role, even on the somewhat smaller stage of Manitoba, is to ensure that our approach to history is 
balanced, well-researched, well-documented, and not designed for ulterior motives . Not all history is 
enjoyable, and that cannot be changed, but it can be used as a guideline for the future . This may seem 
obvious, but it is too readily ignored . A reading of a daily newspaper is evidence enough that historical 
ignorance is alive and well .

It has been a pleasure serving as MHS President for this past year . Any achievements that can be 
claimed are those of my colleagues, without whom this position would have been a rather lonely one .

Alan Mason
President
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The Nominating Committee was composed of Council members Dan Furlan, Julie Kentner, Carol Scott 
and Past President Gary McEwen (Chair) .

Resignations filed from the 2017-2018 Executive and Council include: Jim Smith (15 March 2018), James 
Kostuchuk (7 January 2018), Maggie Keller (16 December 2017) and Bashir Kahn (26 April 2018) . Jock 
Lehr advised (29 April 2018) that he will continue being active serving the MHS but not as a Council 
member. The Committee contacted all members of the Executive and Council by telephone to confirm 
their current term status . The Nominating Committee recommends that the following members be 
confirmed by the Annual General Meeting for 2018-2019 and beyond as designated.

Executive Past President  Gary McEwen
 President  Alan Player-Mason
 Vice President  Gordon Goldsborough 
 Secretary  Carl James
 Treasurer  Dave Finnbogason
 Member at Large  Sarah Ramsden
  Peter Bjornson

Council Wayne Arseny (2020) Dennis Butcher (2019) Christian Cassidy (2019)
 Bob Coutts (2020) Dan Furlan (2019) Charles Huband (2020)
 Jim Ingebrigtsen (2021) Bruce Jamieson (2021) Julie Kentner (2020)
 Kevin Lamoureux (2021) Dwight MacAulay (2021) Ross Metcalfe (2019)
 Heather Richardson (2020) Carol Scott (2020) Delores Wallbridge (2021)

Gary McEwen 
Chair

Nominating Committee

Following an active earlier season, where basic policies were framed and filed in the MHS office, this 
committee has been quiet for a while, while still in touch with the president about ongoing matters. 

It is the intention to resumes deliberations and framing of basic operational policies in concert with the 
Executive and Council after the summer break .

We request that each committee ensure that it has a basic statement of purpose and a membership list, 
and that they consult with us as to creating a proper binder of policies and procedures that will ensure 
smooth operations in the coming 2018-2010 term .

David McDowell 
Chair

Policies and Procedures 
Committee
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Centennial Farm Awards

The Centennial Farm Committee wishes to acknowledge the continued support of Richardson 
International Limited . This is very much appreciated . Appreciation is extended to Manitoba Agriculture 
for its cooperative working relationship and in particular, Shirley Warelis Thompson, administrator of 
the Century Farm / Heritage Farm program . Committee members include: David McDowell, Denise 
Kolesar, Corinne Tellier, and Wayne Warren . A minimum of 450 volunteer hours have been donated by 
the committee in 2017-2018 .

The following farm families have been recognized with Centennial Farm plaques this year. 

Region Family Farm Location Year Est.

Belleview Wilson & Sandra Davis NW 16-7-25 WPM 1906
Benito John Sandborn NW 15-33-29 WPM 1910
Brunkild Cynthia (Steinke) Bisson
 Kurt Bisson NE & N of SE 3-7-1 WPM 1909
Brunkild Heather (Steinke) Bunkowsky S of SE 3-7-1 WPM 1909
Bruxelles Raymond & Annette Mangin
 Justin & Erin Mangin NW 34-6-11 WPM 1918
Dauphin Brian & Carla Strang SW 13-25-19 WPM 1917
Elm Creek Kenneth Switzer SW 11-9-5 WPM 1916
Lac du Bonnet Gary & Kathreen Buhay SW 30-15-10 EPM 1913
Lorette Gilles Manaigre, 
 Raynald Manaigre and Robert Manaigre East ½ of River Lot 67,
  Parish of Lorette 1898
Neepawa Allen Brydon, Dale Brydon &
 David Brydon N & SW 7-14-13 WPM 1916
Oakburn Jason & Wanda Kurchaba NW 35-19-22 WPM 1911
Ochre River Norman & Margaret Howson
 William Howson SE 32-22-17 WPM 1917
Pilot Mound Marilyn (Nelson) &
 William Van De Kerckhove E 9-4-12 WPM 1908
Rivers Gerald & Darlene Gourlay SE 8-14-21 WPM 1906
Roblin Peter & Beth Goba SW 27-27-28 WPM 1913
Roland Arthur Cameron SW 4-5-4 WPM 1918
Rossburn Wade & Kristen Bartkiw SE 12-21-24 WPM 1904
St. Claude Marc Bruneau & Lynn Souque-Bruneau SW 2-9-7 WPM 1917
Sarto Murray & Shirley Chornoboy
 Jayden Chornoboy SE 21-5-6 EPM 1901

The following families have received 125 year or more recognition:

Region Family Farm Location Year Est.

Brandon John & Karen Williamson NE 36-9-20 WPM 1891
Killarney Alvin & Jeanne Jones SE 33-2-18 WPM 1892
La Riviere Ralph & Joyce Hagyard SE 33-1-10 WPM 1879
  NE 33-1-10 WPM 1883
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Lorette Gilles Manaigre, 
 Raynald Manaigre and Robert Manaigre W½ of River Lot 67,
  Parish of Lorette 1890
Rivers Quinn Robins SW 1-12-21 WPM 1891
St . Claude Gilles et Jocelyne Laurent SE 14-8-7 OMP 1892
  NE 10-8-7 OMP 1892
Treherne Harry & Lorraine Darling NW 33-8-10 WPM 1889

Anne MacVicar 
Chair

Historic Preservation 
Committee

The committee had two ongoing projects in 2017-2018:

1 . A collaborative project on grain elevators with The Manitoba Cooperator, a weekly agricultural 
newspaper distributed to most farmers in the province, is continuing . The purpose of the project 
is to preserve the legacy of these disappearing prairie icons by sharing information . Each week, a 
photograph and brief description of an elevator—existing or gone—is published in The Manitoba 
Cooperator and readers are encouraged to visit a page on the MHS website (www.mhs.mb.ca/docs/sites/
thisoldelevator.shtml) or leave a phone message where they can provide information on any elevator 
with which they are familiar . To date, we have featured 125 elevators in the series, of which 52 are 
existing and 73 are gone . A “Grain Elevator Countdown” feature on the MHS website provides a 
running tally of the number of surviving elevators (www.mhs.mb.ca/countdown), presently at 133 . We 
also worked actively with a group at Beausejour to support a project to move a vacant grain elevator 
at Tyndall to the museum at Beausejour in 2020 .

2 . Since June 2015, I have represented the MHS on a series entitled “Abandoned Manitoba” on CBC 
Radio One’s “Weekend Morning Show .” There have been 125 such episodes to date . The purpose 
is to profile an interesting but abandoned site somewhere in Manitoba, using information collected 
during our ongoing Historic Sites of Manitoba project . Past episodes for the series are archived on 
the MHS website (www.mhs.mb.ca/docs/sites/abandoned.shtml) and they are recapped on the MHS 
Facebook group (www.facebook.com/groups/manitobahistory) and Twitter feed (https://twitter.com/
manitobahistory) . I have expanded a collection of 36 featured sites from the radio show into book 
format, published in October 2016 by Great Plains Publications of Winnipeg and a sequel entitled 
More Abandoned Manitoba is scheduled for publication in October 2018 .

The collaborative “Manitoba Then and Now” project with the Manitoba Cooperator, described in last 
year’s Annual Report, was delayed by busy schedules of both participants . It is expected to get under way 
in the summer of 2018. Fifty communities have been identified provisionally for the project.

Gordon Goldsborough 
Chair
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Lieutenant Governor’s 
Award for Historical 
Preservation and Promotion

This award program was established in 2011 by the Honourable Philip Lee to recognize Manitobans who 
had rendered prolonged, meritorious service regarding the province’s historical resources . Each year, on a 
date near Manitoba Day, five people have been recognized at a ceremony at Government House. Thirty-
five people have received awards between 2011 and 2017. Despite a demographic skew in nominations 
noted below, recipients have been 46 percent female and 54 percent male, with 23 percent from Winnipeg 
and 77 percent from elsewhere .

By a deadline of 28 February 2018, the MHS received seventeen nominations for consideration this year . 
Recommendations to Her Honour are based solely on the quality of the work done by the nominees, not 
on their geographic location or gender . The committee had considerable discussion on whether or not 
professionals should be considered for the award . As in past years, we decided that only in cases where 
there was clear evidence of service above and beyond the expectations of routine employment would 
professionals (e .g ., academic historians, civil servants) be recommended for an award .

Evaluation of the 2018 nominations was done by a committee consisting of the MHS President (Alan 
Mason), Past President (Gary McEwen), and Vice-President (Gordon Goldsborough, serving as 
secretary), and three members of the MHS Council (Christian Cassidy, Robert Coutts, and Carol Scott) . 
Each person prepared a short-list of nominees and a meeting was held to discuss in depth the relative 
merits of each nominee .

Based on our discussion, the committee recommended five people to receive the award at a ceremony 
held on 15 May 2018 .

Mr . Gerald Clark
• A retired school teacher who moved to Flin Flon in 1969, he has been the city’s unofficial historian

since the early 1970s .

• For 13 years from 1971 to 1984, he took 35 of Hapnot Collegiate’s top grade 11 students on a five-day trip
to Batoche, Saskatchewan . Students also wrote short stories on Flin Flon history, based on interviews
with seniors, that have been deposited in the Flin Flon Archive .

• Founding member and Chairman of the Flin Flon Historical Society which wrote the book Flin Flon:
A History.

• Delivers slide shows in senior citizen homes, conventions, and school classrooms .

• Developed walking tours of Flin Flon focusing on its history .

• Chaired a committee to recognize the role of Indigenous trapper David Collins in the discovery of the
Flin Flon ore body, resulting in a commemorative plaque on the city’s main street.

• Conducted interviews for a neighborhood revitalization project in 2015 .
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Mr . Wally Johannson
• Worked as a high school history teacher before entering political life as NDP member of Manitoba

Legislature for St . Matthews constituency (1969-1977) .

• Member of the Manitoba Heritage Council (2006-2015) and served as its Deputy Presiding Member .

• Chair of RM of Gimli Heritage Advisory Committee (2007-present) which has prepared numerous
books on the history of Gimli, selected municipal heritage sites, and installed commemorative
markers .

Mr . Christopher Kotecki
• Research Associate at the Archives of Manitoba (1984-present), where he is primarily responsible for

working on “the desk” in the Reading Room and directing archive visitors to collections meeting their
needs .

• Described by one referee as “the heart and soul of the institution,” he enjoys widespread high regard
from historical researchers for his friendly demeanor, personal approach, eagerness to help, and
extensive knowledge of archival collections .

• Received numerous acknowledgements in books and other publications by professional and amateur
historians for his facilitation of their research .

• Active in the Association of Manitoba Archives by nominating 23 historical works for awards, having
20 wins, the most of any nominator in the history of this award program (2009-present) .

• Entirely on his own initiative, he gives presentations at local, national, and international presentations
that profile collections at the provincial archives and draw attention to noteworthy historical
personalities .

Ms . Maria Lodge
• Worked as a corporate lawyer for Canadian National Railway and later as an author, biographer,

essayist, columnist, and historian .

• Board member of the Manitoba Mennonite Historical Society (2009-2016) and Editor of its newsletter
Heritage Posting (2011-2016) .

• Helped to preserve memory of Mennonite community of Rosengard, that existed in southern
Manitoba from 1875 to 1920s, through presentations, articles, and booklets .

• Written about 1,250 columns in a series called “Tales From the Gravel Ridge” for Steinbach’s The
Carillon newspaper, excerpts of which have been re-published (2008, 2010) in two books of the same
name . Columns have highlighted the contributions of women and the suffrage movement, the
development of early mental health care in Manitoba, her family canoe trips on wilderness rivers in
northern Canada, and numerous other topics . (1992-present) .
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Mr . Donald Peake
• Born in Flin Flon, he worked for Hudson Bay Mining and Smelting Company, retiring after 34 years 

in 2015 .

• Active in the community in many respects, including member of fire department, scout and cub 
leader, baseball coach, and executive member of Flin Flon Legion .

• Described as a “tireless and unselfish volunteer,” he was a founding member of the Flin Flon Heritage 
Project, a group of present and past Flin Flon residents that is organizing and cataloguing archival 
materials collected at the Flin Flon Public Library, including 45 years of minutes for city council 
meetings, that existed as “a collection of bags, boxes and envelopes, heaps of old newspapers and piles 
of discarded books and other equipment” (2012-present).

• Many group members live in Winnipeg and elsewhere so he has become Flin Flon’s unofficial 
(unpaid) on-site archivist, working on his own time to transfer over 10,000 photos and documents to 
digital form using his personal equipment, and transfer to other group members to make available on 
a website (http://flinflonheritageproject.com).

• Played role in establishment of HBMS collection in the Flin Flon Museum .

Gordon Goldsborough 
Secretary

Centennial Business & 
Organization Awards

This year, due to time limits, the Centennial Business and Organizations Award Committee has 
initiated fewer new contacts and follow ups with eligible organizations and businesses . There is, 
however, an increasing number of follow up areas to concentrate on going forward, particularly sports 
organizations, community newspapers and a widening range of businesses .

We have also completed the review of a large number of potential candidates to confirm, those genuinely 
eligible, versus, those no longer in existence, or, who do not yet meet the 100 year criteria . In addition, we 
have begun tracking upcoming candidates for the Awards (such as The Winnipeg Foundation in 2021) .

The most recently five awards have been approved, including the Kiwanis Club of Winnipeg, the Polish 
Fraternal Order of St . John Cantius, Parrish & Heimbecker, Limited, Sprague Community Cemetery, 
and Winnipeg Sketch Club-presentation (date to be set) . Currently there are an additional two business 
and four organizations at the application processing stage .

Looking ahead, the committee hopes to renew a number of efforts, including, increasing the number of 
contacts for both Centennial Business and Organization Awards, assisting in raising the profile of MHS 
through publicizing the Society through the Centennial  Award Program .

Dan Furlan & Jim Smith 
Co-Chairs
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The Publications Committee is responsible for production of the Manitoba History journal (with the 
integrated MHS Gazette newsletter) and the MHS online presence: website and social media .

Journal/Newsletter
In 2017-2018 as usual three issues of Manitoba History were produced . These included issues No . 84, 
Summer 2017, No . 85 Fall, 2017, and No . 86, Spring 2018 .

Each of these issues contained two scholarly articles, a number of shorter more popular articles for 
Pageant, book reviews, and our feature “Cool Things in the Collection” which publishes materials 
relevant to archival collections in the province . Of course, each issue also contains the newsletter

Our present print run is 650 copies per issue . Copies are mailed to members and complementary copies 
are sent to contributors . 40-50 copies per issue are sold at retail at McNally Robinson . 

After reviewing the cost implications, we decided in 2017 to go with full colour within each issue . The 
cost of colour reproduction has come down significantly in recent years and the increased charge was 
marginal . We feel that adding colour to Manitoba History increases its attractiveness and appeal .

Salix Consulting handles design and layout and Premier Printing remains our printer and distributor . 
For issues mailed to members in the US, Gordon Goldsborough brings these for mailing to North 
Dakota as the postage cost is much less than mailing from Canada .

Printing, and mailing costs for the three issues produced in 2017/2018 are:

$3230 .66 Summer 2017
$3326 .22 Fall 2017
$3429 .22 Spring 2018

The layout cost is $800 for each issue and $100 for layout of the Gazette .

Other than the costs noted above – and as most members know – each issue of Manitoba History is 
produced by volunteers . This work involves soliciting articles, editing, sending material out for peer 
review, working with authors, soliciting and sending out books for review, copy editing, and collecting 
and writing material for the newsletter . Special thanks to Associate Editor Esyllt Jones, Pageant Editor 
and Production Coordinator Gordon Goldsborough, Gazette Editors Greg Thomas and Sheila Grover, 
Book Review Editor Frieda Klippenstein, and Copy Editor Jim Burns . They do an enormous amount of 
work on each issue and I would like to thank them for the time and expertise they contribute .

The Journal Internship Program

For the last three years Manitoba History has offered university student internships that were supported 
by the MHS, the Department of Canadian Heritage, the University of Manitoba Faculty Development 
Initiative Fund, the University of Manitoba History Department, and St. John’s College. That program 
ended in August 2017 .

Recently, with new grant monies received from The Winnipeg Foundation, as well as from St . John’s 
College and the University of Manitoba History Department, we will be hiring a journal intern to begin 
work in September of 2018 . The intern will be hired from the graduate program in History (MA or PhD) 

Publications Committee
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at the University of Manitoba including the joint Masters program with the University of Winnipeg. 
The intern will be asked to assist with all aspects of the journal from helping to organize peer reviews, 
photograph searches, assisting in mailings, to managing social media and special event initiatives . The 
intern will work at a dedicated Manitoba History office kindly provided by St. John’s College, an office we 
have had for the last two years .

This is a five-year financial commitment from each of these organizations, although the bulk of the 
funding comes from The Winnipeg Foundation . The Foundation’s donation is part of its larger initiative 
to support local graduate students who study the history of Winnipeg, Manitoba, and Canada . The 
remuneration is $7,500 for the school term beginning September 2018 and ending in April 2019 . Monies 
will be transferred from the Foundation, St . John’s, and the History Department to the MHS on a 
yearly basis and that money will then be transferred to St . John’s College who have kindly agreed to 
handle payment for the intern, including the managing of deductions for income tax, CPP, and EI . The 
internship program will greatly assist Manitoba History in the production and profile of the journal, and 
will provide opportunities for students to learn the details of journal production. A job notification to 
graduate students was recently distributed by the University of Manitoba History Department.

Future Editorial Directions

Over the last few years Manitoba History has made an attempt to broaden the thematic scope of the 
journal, especially that of the scholarly articles . With the current lack of publications dealing with the 
history of western Canada on a broad basis, we have solicited and published articles that deal with 
subjects beyond the history of Manitoba to include the history of the three prairie provinces .

This initiative will give us greater access to high-level historical research and writing in the West and 
will hopefully increase readership . Of course, Manitoba only articles will not be excluded; in fact they 
will continue to be encouraged by the editorial team . However, we feel the journal will be enhanced by 
the inclusion of more articles that incorporate all aspects of the history of Manitoba within the broader 
realm of western Canadian history . Communication with potential authors and soliciting material 
relevant to these wider aims is crucial to the maintenance and expansion of a top-level historical journal .

Robert Coutts
Editor-in-Chief

Website
Routine maintenance of the website over the past year has involved periodic correction of factual and 
formatting errors, addition of hyperlinks between related documents, and posting of news and events 
on the MHS Facebook group, Twitter feed, and Instagram feed . Maintenance and expansion of the 
website is done primarily by Gordon Goldsborough (Webmaster), Nathan Kramer, and Darryl Toews, 
with photographs and information provided by numerous volunteers, and primarily George Penner, 
Holly Thorne, John Everitt, Glenn Dickson, Murray Peterson, Rob McInnes, Christine Loff, Neil 
Christoffersen, and Ken Storie .

In January 2018, we completed a collaborative project with the Heritage Committee of Engineers 
Geoscientists Manitoba (EGM) to locate and map pre-1930 bridges around the province . In the course 
of the project, we mapped and photographed 128 bridges that met our criterion, of ten distinct types: 
concrete culvert (40), concrete beam (27), concrete arch (10), concrete bowstring (7), steel pony truss (15), 
steel through truss (14), steel beam (5), steel culvert (3), timber beam (6), and timber through truss (1) . 
All bridges were entered in our Historic Sites of Manitoba database (www .mhs .mb .ca/docs/sites) . Since 
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the inventory was completed, a concrete bowstring arch bridge on Highway 3A near Clearwater was 
demolished by Manitoba Infrastructure .

Our episodes of “Abandoned Manitoba” on CBC Radio One’s “Weekend Morning Show” are archived 
on our website (www .mhs .mb .ca/docs/sites/abandoned .shtml) .

The website now comprises over 52,000 files, increased from 49,400 a year ago. It consumes about 8.4 
gigabytes (or 9 percent) of our server space allocation . It attracts between 954 and 2,426 users per day, 
averaging 1,408 per day for a total of 513,830 in the past year (1,193 and 435,607 last year, respectively, but 
it is difficult to compare between years due to changes in the way the Google analytical engine reports 
statistics). Most of these visitors originate in Canada (85% of total) or the US (8%), peaking in mid-week 
and decreasing on weekends and mid-summer months. About 220 search queries are made on our website 
each day, excluding searches on Google directly that send traffic to our website. We receive numerous 
emails daily on questions and comments relating to the website.

As part of outreach activities to promote awareness of the MHS generally and use of its website 
specifically, Gordon Goldsborough has given audiovisual presentations over the past year to the 
University Womens Club (13 April 2017), Minnedosa Museum (20 April 2017), Manitoba Genealogical 
Society (22 April 2017), Creative Retirement Manitoba (27 April 2017), Charleswood Community 
Leaders (2 June 2017), Homestead Residence Morden (17 August 2017), Womens Canadian Club of 
Wpg (12 September 2017), Lord Selkirk Association of Rupertsland (16 September 2017), The Waverley 
(28 September 2017), Fred Douglas Place (11 October 2017), Creative Retirement Manitoba (25 October 
2017), United Empire Loyalists Manitoba Branch (28 October 2017), University of Wpg Retirees (7 
November 2017), Sage Garden (14 November 2017), Lansdowne Heritage Committee (16 November 
2017), Friendship Force Manitoba (7 February 2018), Cooks Creek Community Group (24 February 2018), 
Manitoba Antiques Association (7 March 2018), Altona Gardens (8 March 2018), Jewish Heritage Centre 
of Western Canada (27 March 2018), Lunch and Learn (9 April 2018), Turtle Mountain Souris Plains 
Heritage Association (22 March 2018), Manitoba Normal School Reunion (9 June 2018), and Mac Users 
Group for Seniors (12 June 2018) .

Social Media
During the past year, we have put considerable effort into raising the profile of the MHS on social media. 
Our Facebook page (www.facebook.com/ManitobaHistoricalSociety) and group (www.facebook.com/groups/
manitobahistory) enables people to share information on a wide range of historical topics . Presently, the 
group has 5,701 members, increased from 4,641 as of early June last year . Several posts to the group are 
made each day, and any inappropriate content is removed by one of the group’s three administrators: 
Gordon Goldsborough, Holly Thorne, and Nathan Kramer . A Twitter feed (https://twitter.com/
manitobahistory) is administered by Maria Zbigniewicz . It now has 1,429 followers, compared to 1,112 as of 
this time last year . She made a total of 5,769 tweets to date . Maria is also posting actively to Instagram 
(https://www.instagram.com/manitobahistory) and has 636 followers so far, increased from 261 last year . 
Links to our Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram accounts are displayed on the bottom of every page on the 
MHS website .

Gordon Goldsborough 
Chair
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In June, our first MHS field trip for the year featured places of military significance. We visited the site 
of the former Camp Hughes where thousands of Canadians were trained for the First World War, the 
Commonwealth Air Training Plan Museum in Brandon and the Royal Canadian Artillery Museum 
at CFB Shilo. On our fall field trip, we visited places of Ukrainian and Romanian settlement along the 
south slopes of the Riding Mountains as well the Inglis Elevators National Historic Site .

Our annual Multicultural Dinner was held in October at St. Andrew’s College and featured Ukrainian 
food and entertainment and our guest speaker Dr . Stella Hryniuk . Also in October, the MHS presented 
its Young Historians Awards to students whose projects were judged as best at the Red Heritage Fair 
earlier in the year .

In March, our annual fund raising dinner was held in the Provencher Room at the Fort Garry Hotel and 
the evening featured Gary Doer, former Manitoba Premier and Canadian ambassador to the USA, as our 
guest speaker . 

Looking ahead, field trips are planned for June and July and possibly a third trip in September or early 
October . We are working on a tour in August which will give MHS members a chance to go into the 
dome of the Manitoba Legislative Building . Also in the works are this year’s Young Historians Awards 
event , a multicultural dinner, a film night and lectures. Although this year’s fundraising dinner in 
March was not well attended, the need to generate revenue for the society means we hold the dinner 
again next year. The search is on for a speaker. And because of the popularity of the field trips, ideas for 
next year are being discussed .

Carl James 
Chair 

Program Committee
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Summary

The financial statements for the year ended March 31, 2018 reflect the operations of the Manitoba 
Historical Society. The financial statements you have received show the prior year as comparatives with 
the comments below highlighting the year over year changes .

The Statement of Operations 

The net income from operations for the fiscal year ended 31 March 2018 is $4,892 compared to $16,282 
earned in the prior year .

Significant Changes (year over year)

• Grants – Grant revenue of $37,300 was $10,900 higher than the previous year due mainly to the receipt 
of a grant from The Winnipeg Foundation .

• Donations – in the current year we received $12,548, or $14,776 less than the prior year which included 
a $20,000 bequest.  

• Membership Revenue – membership revenue of $11,586 is $3,966 or 25% less than the prior year .  

• Interest – the current year includes $6,776 in interest income earned on the $40,000 donation from 
The Winnipeg Foundation and on the $95,000 retained from the MHS Heritage Trust as well as 
other interest earned on the Guaranteed Income Certificates.  

• Unrealized Investment Income – the assets managed by The Winnipeg Foundation increased in 
value by $1,696 compared to an increase of $10,168 in the prior year .

Revenue

Revenue of $161,850 is 12% or $22,019 lower than the $183,869 earned in the prior year due to the following: 

• Total Grant revenue – 23% of total revenue - $37,300 or $10,900 higher than the prior year due to the 
receipt of a $10,000 grant from The Winnipeg Foundation .

• Donations -$12,548 – lower than the prior by $14,776 which included a $20,000 bequest

• Membership – membership revenue of $11,586 is 25% lower than the prior year, reversing an upward 
trend over the last couple of years . This result is disappointing not only directionally, but also in the 
absolute number which represents only 7% of total revenue . 

• Management Fee – the $5,000 relates to an amount received from Ross House for the work provided 
by MHS. This amount is offset by an equal expense in Ross House and included as part of program 
expenses .

• Program Revenue & Expense – should be looked at together - refer to Note 6 to the Financial 
Statements . Overall net program revenue and expenses are very close to break even and consistent 
with the prior year . The overall decline in revenue is attributable to the Battle of Seven Oaks 
($25,657) in the previous year and a decrease in revenue associated with the Special Journal project .  
An equal and offsetting reduction in expenses was also realized for both of these programs.

Treasurer’s Report
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Expenses

Expenses of $156,958 were $10,629 or 6% lower than the prior year . The decrease in General operations 
expenses is due to the following:

• Accounting & Legal – this expense line item has increased $3,357 to $6,357 from the prior year . This 
is due the combination of an under accrual in the prior year as well as additional consulting related 
services incurred in 2017. These services were required as a result of the reduction in hours of the 
CAO position .   

• Salaries and benefits – $47,615 are virtually even with the prior year. However, the current year 
includes one-time vacation payment on the retirement of the previous CAO offset by lower ongoing 
salaries and benefits subsequent to that point. 

• Program expenses – $87,298 - down significantly from the prior year, but offset by lower revenues.  
Primarily due to the Canada at War and Battle of Seven Oaks program initiatives .

Statement of Financial Position

Total assets, including the various Trust assets, of $336,329 is down slightly from the previous year 
primarily due to a decrease in operating fund cash . The change in cash is due to a decrease is prior year 
payables as well as a decrease in deferred contributions . 

The MHS Operating Fund has two funds which are managed by The Winnipeg Foundation ($95,000 
unrestricted & $40,000) which comprise the total investments of $136,969 as at 31 March 2018 . The 
investment policy of The Winnipeg Foundation is to ensure that the capital they manage is protected .  
As such each year they estimate the returns they will earn and determine the distributions accordingly .  
The MHS portfolio earned 6 .1% ($8,309) and received distributions of 4 .7% ($6,382) . The change in 
investments is as follows:

Opening $136,211
Investment Income $8,309
Disbursements ($6,382) – interest income
Fees ($1,169)  
Ending Balance $136,969

The cash balance of $72,177 includes $6,643 of deferred contributions which will be utilized to pay 
expenses related to Centennial Farms ($3,800), Multicultural Dinner ($1,100) and Journal Special 
Project ($1,600). These amounts are also reflected in the liabilities on the balance sheet as Deferred 
Contributions .

Other Investments include $123,353 include $44,041 for a series of restricted funds as well as $79,312 for the 
General Operating Fund. These are held as Guaranteed Investment Certificates.

David Finnbogason 
Treasurer











Pioneer Icelandic Pastor – The Life of the Reverend Paul Thorlakson.
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